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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. The inventions of claim 1 and the claimg dependent upon claim 1 relate
to a powdery fluorescent substance of o-type sialon represented by
(Ml)X(Mz)Y(Sl) 12- (m+n) (Al)m+n(o)n(N) 16-n-

2. The inventions of claim 3 and the claims dependent upon claim 3 relate
to a powdery fluorescent substance of o-type sialon represented by
(M1)x(M2)y(Si,Al):,(0,N) in which the aspect ratio and diameter of primary
particles have been specified.

(continued to extra sheet)

L |:| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of
any additional fee.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
Claims 1, 2, 4, 6 to 14, and 22 to 26

Remark on Protest |:] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee..

|:] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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3. The inventions of claim 5 and the claims dependent upon claim 5 relate
to a powdery fluorescent substance formed of a nitride or oxynitride
of a metal which has a transparent film on its surface.

4. The inventions of claim 15 and the claims dependent upon claim 15
relate to a process for producing a fluorescent substance of o-type
sialon represented by (Ca)x(M2)y(Si) 12 (mem (ALl) nn (0) n(N)16.n in which an
oxygen-free compound is used as a source material for Ca.

5. The inventions of claim 20 and the claimg dependent upon claim 20
relate to a process for producing a powdery fluorescent substance of
a-typesialonrepresentedby (Ca)x (M2)v(S1i) 12- (men) (ALl) men (O) n (N) 16.ninwhich
a transparent f£film is formed on the surface of the fluorescent substance
using an organometal complex.

6. The inventions of claim 21 and the claims dependent upon claim 21
relate to a process for producing a powdery fluorescent substance of
a-typesialonrepresentedby (Ca)yx (M2)vy(S1i) 12- (men) (ALl) men (O) n (N) 16.ninwhich
a transparent f£film is formed on the surface of the fluorescent substance
uging an aqueous metal salt solution.

Here matter common to the inventions 1 and 2 is “a powdery fluorescent
substance of a-type gialon represented by (M1)x(M2)y(Si,Al),,(0,N) 6",
matter common tothe inventionsland3 is “apowdery fluorescent substance
formed of a nitride or oxynitride of a metal”, and matter common to
the inventiong of 1 and 4 to 6 ig “a fluorescent substance of o-type
sialon represented by (Ca)x(M2)y{(Si) 12 men (Al) min (O) n (N) 1607 .

All the common matters are disclosed in a document: JP 2003-124527
A (Patent Treuhand Gesellschaft fur elektrische Gluhlampen mbH) 2003.
04. 25, thewholedescription, adocument: JP2004-67837 A (Toyota Central
Research And Development Laboratories, Inc.) 2004. 03. 04, the whole
description, a document: JP 2005-8794 A (Independent Administrative
Institution National Institute for Materials Science) 2005. 01. 13,
the whole description, and a document: JP 2005-36038 A (Ube Industries,
Ltd.) 2005. 02. 10, the whole description, and thus are not novel.

Thus, all the above common matters remain in the bounds of prior
art and are therefore not a special technical feature within the meaning
of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence.

Further, other common matter congidered to be a special technical
feature does not exist, and, thus, the inventions of claims 1 to 26
are not a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general
inventive concept.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2005)
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