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This invention relates to improvementS in 
tags, particularly of the character used as 
identification or shipping tags, stockyards, bag - . 
gage Checks, and the like. 

Identification tags, such as are used customar 
ily on live stock, baggage, etc., are provided ordi 
narily with identification numbers; letters: Or 
marks, whereby the stock or baggages can be 
identified to determine their ownership. Such 
tags are applied ordinarily by means of wire 
fastenings; string or other suitable material, to 
the-stock or articles: to be identified, which fas 
tening. means is extended: through a hole-in. One 
end of the tag opposites from the end which 
carries: the identifying number, letters. Or, mark. 
Much difficulty has occurred due; to the tearing 
off of the tag from the attaching means which 
Separates the identifying number, letters or 
mark from - the article, and - thereby results in 
confusion and often claims for damages: against 
the custodian of the property. 

Warious attempts have been made to Overal 
come these objections, but the tags provided in 
Coamercial use are made-generally. With an ex 
ternal reinforcing elements at the hole- of the 
tag, usually by a metal or paper-grommet-around 
the hole for reinforcing purposes. Such agrona 
met tends to prevent the pulling out-of-the-hole 
by the attaching String or Wire, but it is object. 
tionable for an additional reason that it interferes 
With the printing in an automatic. press-at-a. 
point on the tag adjacent, the-hole. Moreover, 
it leaves the tag free for tearing and separation 
at a point adjacent the hole outside: the grommet 
which would then remove the: identifying: num 
ber, letters or mark from the article, 
The object of this invention is; to improve the 

tag construction to - permit the printing of an 
identifying number, letters or mark on the tag 
at a point where it may not be separated acciden 
tally from the stock or article on which the-tag 
is applied by the tearing away of a portion of 
the tag. On which the number, letters. or mark 
is applied; and without providing unsightly pro 
jections on: the tag, such as: would result from 
a raised grOnnet around the hole as Well as 
interfering with the application of printing for 
identification or otherwise, in an automatic press 
at any point on the tag-as, for instance adjacent 
the hole. The area of the tag. formed according 
to this invention is-relatively. Smooth, uniform 
and of improved appearance, and the danger" of 
tearing-away, the portion of the stag.on, which the 
identifying number, letters, or mark, is: printed 
is Substantially eliminated, 
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Such tags are: constructed ordinarily of rela 

tively thin paper stock containing a plurality of 
layers adhesively secured together. I have pro 
vided, according to this invention, for the: in 
Corporation between the layers of the paper stock 
of either a strip of thin sheet-metal, plastic, fiber, 
fabric and/or of any other suitable reinforcing 
material which Overlaps thes region of the hole 
in the tag around the region in which an identil 
fying number, letters- or mark is applied to - the 
outer Surface of the tag, So as to prevent the acci 
dental Separation from the attaching: means that 
paSSes through the hole- of the portion of the 
tag. On which the number, letters, or mark is ap 
plied. This metal or other suitable; reinforcing 
material insert may extend throughout only one 
end-portion of the tag or throughout the area, 
thereof, whichever may be desired; but in the 
event... that it is applied only at one end portion 
the identifying number, letters: or mark should 
be printed. On Said end portion within the con 
fines. Of the reinforcing- strip adjacent the hole. 
The incorporation of the metal, strip or strip of 
any other type of reinforcing material between 
the plies of the paper stock leaves the surface of 
the tag. free of raised portions around the hole 
Which might interfere with ther printing of the 
identifying number thereon in an automatic 
printing press. 
The invention is illustrated in the accompany 

ing, drawings in-which: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing the process 

of forming the tag, according to-this invention: 
Fig. 2 is a plan-view of a series of tags-embody 

ing this invention; 
Fig. 3 is an edge view of a tag constructed 

according to Figs: 1. and 2; 
Fig. 4 is a plan view , of a tag. in which the 

metal Strip and/or of any other type-of reinforc 
ing material extends throughout the area, there 
of; and 

Fig. 5 is an edge view thereof. - 
Tags of the character used as shipping tags or 

identification tags, or the like, are made ordi 
narily of relatively thin paper stock of multiple 
layers, such as the paper stock-generally indicated 
by the numeral , in Figs: 1 to 3: This paper 
Stock. may be formed originally, of narrow strips 
Corresponding With the width. of the - tags or 
formed of a wide strip. later to be slit. to provide 
the respective tags. As shown in Fig. 1, this 
paper Stock...is adapted to be folded over. On itself 
to provide a two-ply tag, although the number 
of plies, used may be varied as desired, by apply 
ing additional layers of paper. 
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Before folding the stock, a metal strip or strip 
of any other type of reinforcing material S is 
inserted between the plies adjacent the fold line, 
as shown in Fig. 1. This strip is formed of very 
thin sheet metal or other suitable reinforcing 
material which, nevertheless, will have sufficient 
strength to reinforce the region of the tag around 
the hole to be formed therein and may extend 
throughout the area of the tag, if desired. The 
strip extends preferably throughout the width of 
the tag as will be evident where a long metal 
Strip, or strip of plastic, fiber, fabric or other suit 
able reinforcing material, is used in this manner. 
The paper Stock is then folded over the metal 

Strip, or strip of any other reinforcing material 
S, and adhesively secured thereto as well as be 
tween the respective plies of the paper stock, 
preferably by means of a waterproof adhesive 
to insure Secure attachment of the plies together, 
as well as to the metal strip or strip of any other 
reinforcing material. The metal strip or strip 
of other reinforcing material is then cut into 
lengths corresponding with the width of the tag, 
Separating the respective tags, or, where a wide 
paper strip is used, this may be slit at the same 
time to form the tag edges. The corners of the 
tag may be sheared during this severing opera 
tion, if desired, and the hole may be punched 
through the stock and metal strip or other rein 
forcing material simultaneously to complete the 
formation of the tag structure. 
A complete tag is shown in Figs. 2 and 3, as 

comprising a strip of paper stock , folded back 
upon itself enclosing therebetween either a metal 
strip or strip of plastic, fiber, fabric, and/or any 
other type of suitable reinforcing material desig 
nated generally at 2, which extends throughout 
the Width of the tag at the fold edge of the paper 
Stock. Only a very thin sheet metal, plastic, 
fiber, fabric or other suitable reinforcing material 
Would be required for this purpose and the thick 
ness both of the metal or other reinforcing ma 
terial strip 2 and of the paper stock is consid 
erably exaggerated in Fig. 3, because in actual 
practice, the surfaces of the tag are relatively 4 
Smooth with the metal or other type of reinforc 
ing material strip enclosed therein. 
The hole in an end of each tag is designated 

generally at 3. The size and shape of the hole 
may be varied as desired, according to the use : 
of the tag and the type of fastening device to be 
attached thereto. The notched or sheared cor 
ners are shown at 4, which may be provided, if 
desired, or they may be made round, oblong, etc., 
simultaneously with the operation of making the 
hole in the end of the tag. 
In the form shown in Figs. 4 and 5, the papar 

stock is folded upon itself substantially as de 
Scribed above in connection with Fig. 1, but the 
metal or other reinforcing material 2 extends 
throughout the length of the tag as indicated in 
Fig. 5. 
Tags of this character are provided ordinarily 

With identifying numbers, letters or marks there 
on, frequently of relatively large numbers as in 
dicated at 5 in Fig. 2. Where the tags are used 
for stockyard identification for cattle and other 
animals, the tags will be numbered consecutively, 
as indicated, with the numerals sufficiently large 
to be visible readily for a considerable distance 
for identification of the respective animals. This 
is true also of baggage checks and other parcel 
identifying tags. Where the metal strip or strip 
Of any other type of reinforcing material 2 ex 
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4. 
portion of the tag, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, a 
Smaller identifying number indicated at 6 may be 
applied to the region of the tag covered by the 
reinforcing strip, so that if the remainder of the 
tag should be separated from the attached por 
tion, the identifying number would not be lost 
nor confusion result. The lack of a groinnet or 
other raised portion around the hole makes pos 
sible the printing of this identifying number 6 
adjacent thereto in an automatic printing press. 
In either event, the reinforcing strip 2 or 2 
extends throughout the area of the tag on which 
an identifying number is applied, as well as 
around the hole area by means of which the tag 
is attached to stock or an article. 
This construction provides substantially for 

the elimination of argument as to the identifi 
cation of baggage, articles, or stock on which the 
tag is applied by insuring that the identifying 
number, letters or mark will always be attached 
to the article without danger of its accidental 
separation therefrom due to the tearing away 
of the tag froin the attaching neans. At the 
same time, it is practical for manufacture and 
use, as Well as presenting an attractive appear 
ance by the elimination of grommets and other 
unsightly projections around the hole which 
would interfere with the printing operation in 
an automatic press. Any desired form or size 
of hole may be used, according to the type of at 
taching means required, and since this does not 
require any special attachment in the hole, it 
may be formed in One simplified operation in a 
single machine whereby the entire tag may be 
formed automatically. Either or both sides of 
the tag may be used for printing any desired 
identification or indicia, thereon, in addition to 
or instead of the numbers referred to above, ac 
cording to the use to be made of the tag. 

claim: 
1. A tag comprising a paper Strip folded upon 

itself with the end edges thereof terminating 
substantially adjacent each other and forming 
Superposed plies adhesively secured together, 
and a strip of reinforcing material secured en 
tirely between the plies and extending continu 
ously from side-to-side of the tag and from the 
folded edge thereof toward the opposite edge of 
the tag, said tag having indicia applied to at 
least one Surface thereof and having a hole in 
one end thereof extending through the plies and 
through the reinforcing strip adjacent the in 
dicia, said strip extending throughout the area, 
of the hole and continuously therefrom through 

5 out the area under the indicia to prevent sepa 
ration of the indicia from the attaching meains 
passing through the hole. 

2. A tag comprising a paper Strip folded upon 
itself with the end edges thereof terminating 
Substantially adjacent each other, a flat rein 
forcing strip lying entirely within and between 
the folds of the paper, whereby either side of the 
tag presents a plain Smooth surface adapted to 
receive indicia, One edge of Said flat reinforcing 
strip lying adjacent the fold and extending from 
side to side of the strip, and means Securing tine 
folds of the paper strip together and confining 
the reinforcing strip therebetween. 

3. A tag comprising a strip of non-metallic 
material folded upon itself with the end edges 
thereof terminating substantially adjacent each 
other, a flat reinforcing strip lying entirely with 
in and between the folds of the first-mentioned 
strip whereby either side of the tag presents 

tends throughout an area, located only at one end 75 a substantially plain smooth surface adapted to 
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receive indicia, one edge of said flat reinforcing REFERENCES C TED 
strip lying adjacent the fold and extending Sub- . The following references are of record in the 
stantially from side to side of the first-men- s 
tioned strip, and means Securing the folds of file of this patent: 
the first-mentioned strip together and confining UNITED STATES PATENTS 
the reinforcing strip therebetween, Said tag have 5 Number Name Date 
ing an opening therethrough extending through 487,540 Ralph -------------- Dec. 6, 1892 
the folds of the first-mentioned strip and 1337,586 Bedsinger ---------- Apr. 20, 1920 
through the reinforcing strip adapted to receive 1,658,328 Eastman ------------ Feb. 7, 1928 
a fastener, the reinforcing strip aiding in pre- 1,691,090 Tevander ---------- Nov. 13, 1928 
venting separation of the tag from the fastener. FOREIGN PATENTS 

MARVN L, WALT, Number Country Date 
2,672 Great Britain ------ July 11, 1877 


