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To (t/l v?. On it 7) (t1/ coil cen: 
Beit known that I, ADOLPHM. STEINHARDT, 

a citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at the city of New York, in the county of 
New York and State of New York, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Indexed Books; and I do hereby declare 
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
Scription of the invention, such as will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it appertains 
to make and use the same. - 
The object of this invention is to provide 

an index, index-book, or an indexed book 
Such that any name, locality, or the like 
sought for and contained in the index itself 
or in the book to the contents of which the 
index may serve as a guide can be instan 
taneously located and found unaided and 
Such that the book or books to which the in 
dex relates may be instantly opened to the 
proper name, locality, or the like sought for. 
The index is especially adapted for books 

in which commercial, legal, chronological, or 
Other records are kept, but its use is not re 
stricted to books of these classes, but it may 
Serve as a guide to any series of books or rec 
ords in which it is desirable to be able to find 
any particular name, locality, or event with 
the least possible loss of time. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view of a book embodying my 
invention, part of the front cover being 
broken a Way. Fig. 2 shows part of the same 
book When opened to show two facing pages. 

For convenience in description lines par 
allel to the bound edges of the leaves are 
called “vertical,” and those perpendicular to 
those edges are called “horizontal.’ 

In the drawings, A represents a book hav 
ing upon the right side, or that side opposite 
the back of the book, a distinct tab for each 
character used in opening the book, so ar 
ranged that all are in full view when none of 
the leaves have been turned from the posi 
tion they occupy when the book is closed. 
The tabs form a series of vertical files B, ex 
tending from top to bottom of the book, and 
also a series of horizontal ranks C, the corre 
sponding tabs in the several files being at the 
Same distance from the upper edges of the 
leaves. The leaves are primarily several tab 

widths wider than the pages proper of the in 
dexed book, and the first few leaves, consti 
tuting what may be called the “first section.” 
of the book, are cut away along the rightmar 
gin of the page proper from the lower edges 
of the leaves to a point a tab's width below 
their upper edge and in such manner as to 
leave a rectangular portion projecting to the 
right at the upper right corner of the page. 
The succeeding sections are all cut in a simi 
lar manner, but the projecting portion of each 
section is made a tab's width wider in a ver 
tical direction than the similar projection of 
the last preceding section. Whatever the 
number of tabs in each vertical line or file 
their width is preferably made such that the 
last Section in the index is not cut, but is ex 
posed for a tab's width from its lower edge 
F. Each section is divided into subsections, 
and the first of these in each case has the visi 
ble part of its projecting portion cut away at G 
a tab's width from the margin of the page 
proper. For the remaining subsections the 
like visible part is cut away at a point a tab's 
width farther to the right than the subsection 
immediately preceding. The whole space at 
the right of the page proper is thus divided 
into rectangular tabs, no two of which are in 
the same plane, and which in number equal 
the entire number of subsections and are all 
fully exposed to view at the same time. 
The tabs are all preferably provided with 

reinforces E upon each face, extending out 
upon the adjacent portions of the leaf. Upon 
the tabs of the first file, or upon those next 
the margin of the page proper, are placed in 
natural order and in erect position the letters 
of the alphabet, and upon the tabs of each 
row or rank are placed the vowels in their 
natural order. 
alphabet may be repeated upon each of the 
files, but this is not indispensable, although it 
perhaps increases speed and diminishes the 
fatigue of rapid work. Preferably the proper 
index-characters are placed upon both faces 
of eachtab, so that, as seen in Fig. 2, the same 
character appears upon both pages when the 
book is opened. 
The subsections may consist of one leaf or 

of more than one, but in the latter case each 
page of the intermediate leaf or leaves is pro 
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vided with the proper character or is cut away 
to expose the proper character upon another 
leaf. 
Since in ordinary commercial books the 

Space is ample, the tabs in each vertical line 
or file may be greater in number than the let 
ters of the alphabet and may be used for ex 
tending theindex to greater minuteness. For 
illustration, “Mc' is shown as interpolated 
and followed by the vowels as in the case of 
a single letter. 
Other indexes suggest various other exten 

sions that it is quite practicable to use here 
While retaining the multiple files and rows of 
always-exposed characters arranged upon the 
tabs, as set forth. 

It is also evident that practically the identi 
cal arrangement of index-characters may be 
obtained by attaching suitable tags to the 
leaves of a book instead of using the wide 
leaves and cutting them away in the manner . 
described. 
What I claim is 
1. A book having always-visible tabs con 

nected to its leaves and, beginning with the 
upper left-hand tab, arranged at progress 
ively-increasing distances from the plane of 
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the first page of the closed book to form at 
the right-hand side of the book both vertical 
files and horizontal ranks of tabs, the tabs of 3o 
the first file bearing a series of primary index 
characters, respectively, and the remaining 
tabs in each rank bearing a series of charac 
ters, respectively, adapted to combine with 
the characters upon the first tabs in the cor-35 
responding ranks. 

2. A book having at the side opposite its 
back a vertical file of tabs, extending from 
top to bottom of the book, at successively-in 
creasing distances from the first page of the 
closed book and bearing letters of the alpha 
bet in natural order, and further having at 
the right of each tab in said file a rank of 
tabs bearing different vowels respectively 
and Connected to leaves between the leaf bear 
ing such tab and the leaf bearing the next 
succeeding tab in said file. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
ADOLPH. M. STEINEHARDT. 

Witnesses: 
WM. A. WIGHT, 
THEODORE. H. LORD. 
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