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To all, Luhon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE E. SHOOP, of 

Golconda, in the county of Pope and State of 
Illinois, have invented a new and useful Im 

5 provement in Straps for Boots or Shoes, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

strap for boots and shoes which will always re 
Io main sufficiently open to admit of the ready 

and convenient introduction of a finger, and 
to so construct the strap that while it will add 
materially to the comfort of a person drawing 
on articles of footwear it will not add mate 

I5 rially to the cost. 
A further object of the invention is to con 

struct the improved strapin a simple and du 
rable manner, and so that it will not incon 
venience the wearer when applied to a shoe. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction and combination of the several 
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth, 
and pointed out in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
25 drawings, forming a part of this specification, 

in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the upper 
portion of a shoe, portions being broken away 

3o to illustrate the application of the improved 
strap thereto. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of 
the improved strap removed from the shoe, a 
portion of the outside covering being loosened 
from the inner covering; and Fig. 3 is a lon 

35 gitudinal section through the complete strap. 
The strap consists, primarily, of a hollow 

body A of a pliable material and an elastic 
filling B for the said body which will impart 
a Spring action to the same. The body A of 

4o the strap may be made from the usual mate 
rial or a fabric of any description or a kindred 
article, and the fabric of the body may be 
Woven or otherwise constructed in such man 
ner that it will be tubular, or, as illustrated 

45 in the drawings, the body may be constructed 
from two pieces 10 and 11 of material con 
nected near their longitudinal edges by the 
lines of Stitching 12, cement, rivets, or other 
knownforms of fastening devices or material. 
When the body is constructed of two strips 

connected at their edges, the elastic filling B 
is introduced into the space between the two 

So 

strips. The elastic material employed is pref 
erably rubber of a suitable thickness. The 
strap is formed from this material in the ordi 
nary manner-namely, by bending the mate 
rial upon itself and securing the contacting 
ends to the upper portion of the shoe between 
the outer face of the lining and the leather, 
as illustrated in Fig. 1. 
The loop in the strap will be held open at all 

times by the inserted elastic material, which 
acts in the capacity of a spring, and if the 
loop is desired to be opened more than is usu 
ally required this may be readily accom 
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plished by simply pressing downward upon 
the upper portion of the loop of the strap. 
The introduced elastic material prevents 

the strap from stretching unduly, especially 
when the body portion of the strap is made 
of two strips secured together at their edges. 
The inserted elastic material or filling also 
serves to strengthen the strap, adding to the 
lifetime thereof, and the improved strap may 
be constructed in an exceedingly economic 
manner, costing but little more than the ordi 
nary strap, while the convenience in its use 
is much greater than with the strap at present 
employed. 
By gradually increasing the thickness of 

the elastic filling at the top of the strap, giv 
ing the filling a cresent shape in longitudinal 
section at that point, the strap will be ren 
dered exceedingly strong. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A strap for boots and shoes, comprising 
a body consisting of strips of a pliable mate 
rial, laid one upon the other and secured to 
gether at their side edges, and a strip of rub 
ber located between the strips of the pliable 
material, between the fastening at the edges 
of the said body material, as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 

2. A boot-strap having two strips of flexi 
ble material laid one upon the other and se 
cured together at the side edges, and a flat 
spring inclosed between the strips, substan 
tially as described. 

GEORGE E. SHOOP. 
Witnesses: 

MILO R. CLANAHAN, 
JULIUS C. MITTLER, 
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