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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Frank A. JoENSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Moosic, in the county of Lackawanna and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Shoe-Polishing
Stands, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in shoe polishing stands and
more particularly to an improved rest for
supporting the shoes to be polished, the said
rest having continuous single guide means at
each side thereof for cobperation with the
polishing cloth.

Devices having continuous single cloth
cuides at each side thereof have been here-
tofore employed, but in such devices it has
been practically impossible with a single
pair of cloth guides to polish the counter
portion of the shoe for the reason that in
reaching such counter portion the cloth is
passed over the instep portion of the shoe,
then over the guides and finally over the
counter nortion and the frictional resist-
ance caused by the bearing of the cloth
upon these several surfaces in different
planes renders the operation of polishing
the counter portion difficult, laborious, and
unsatisfactory. It is also impractical to
polish the counter portion of a shoe in prior
devices of the character stated on account
of the further fact that the lacing devices
or buttons provided on the instep portion of
a shoe in time tear or split the cloth which
is passed over the instep portion as a bearing
surface, such cloth usually being of com-
paratively thin or flimsy material.

The object of the present invention, there-
fore, is to provide a shoe polishing device of
such construction that the counter and shank
portions of the shoe may be polished as
readily and as efficiently as the toe portion
by the use of a single pair of cloth guides.

TFor the purpose of carrying out the above
object, the invention resides more particu-
larly in the provision of a novel form of
rest, embodying spaced sole and heel sup-
porting blocks, which rest is employed in
conjunction with guides, which are in them-
selves of novel construction and which are
assembled in a novel manner with respect to
the supporting devices.

The invention aims as a further object to

provide a shoe polishing device, which,
while overcoming the disadvantages noted
in prior constructions, does not sacrifice the
essential advantages of simplicity, inexpen-
siveness and strength.

The structural details of the present im-
provement will be set forth at length in the
following description, which is to be read in
connection with the accompanying diawing
wherein is illustrated a preferved and ad-
vantageous embodiment of the invention.

In the said drawings: Figure 1 is a top
plan view of a shoe polishing device con-
structed in accordance with the present in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof.
Tig. 8 is a detailed perspective view illus-
trating the manner of using the device, and
Tig. 4 is a transverse sectional view of the
device, taken in a plane as through the in-
step portion of a shoe and further illustrat-
ing the manner of use.

The base 1 upon which the supporting
blocks and the guides are mounted, may be
employed by itself or in conjunction with a
suitable support. The rear block, indicated
by the numeral 2, supports the heel of the
shoe and is arranged at the rear end of the
base 1, while the front block, as 3, supports
the sole of the shoe and is arranged a short
distance from the front end of the base.
The blocks 2 and 8 are arranged in spacecd
relation, the space between said blocks being
indicated by the numeral 4 and being under
the shank portion of the shoe when the de-
vice is in.use. '

1t is preferrved to construct the blocks with
beveled and pointed end faces, as 2* and 3%
respectively, to conform to the general out-
line of the adjacent portions of the guides
of which two, one located at each side of the
base, are employed. The beveled face 3°
is of further advantage in that it allows of
the polishing strip being passed freely under
the shoe and' over the block 3 in changing
the strip from toe to shank and vice versa.
The beveled face 2* is of advantage in that
by its provision, all points or sharp edges
upon which the polishing strip might other-
wise catch and wear, are eliminated. The
guides are of similar construction and are
indicated by the numeral 5. ach guide 5
comprises a section of strong and compara-
tively stiff wire having downturned end por-
tions, as 6, which are engaged in the base 1,
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and thereby serve as fastening devices. The
downturned portions 6 also serve to hold
the guides spaced from the base, and in 2
plane slightly below the plane of the upper
surface of the block 3. Tach guide is also
of substantial ogee curvature, and accord-
ingly comprises oppositely curved front and
rear portions, as 7 and 8, respectively. The
front portions 7 are materially longer than
the rear portions 8 and are substantially
concentric to the block 8, adjacent which
they are disposed in spaced relation. Said
front portions converge toward one another
at their ends. The rear portions 8 extend
from the rear ends of the front portion in
divergent relation and in addition, are also
inclined rearwardly and upwardly, as shown
in Iigs. 2 and 3, for a purpose to be later
described. The portions 7 at their rear ends
project into the space 4, that is to say, they
intersect the planes of the sides of the blocks
2 and 3, and the portions 8 are disposed
wholly in the space between said blocks.
This arvangement is employed for the reason
that the portions 8 are used as guides for
the cloth in polishing the shank or counter
portion of the shoe and it is preferred, in
order to obtain the best results, to so locate
the portions 8 with respect to the blocks,
that said portions will be under the.shank
of the shoe when the device is in use. It
will be observed that the portions 7 have
their convergent front portions extended
along straight axes, such straight portions
being indicated at 7’ and serving as guides
for the cloth in the operation of polishing
the toe of the shoe.

In 1se, the shoe is placed in the manner

shown n Ifig. 8, the heel resting on the block:

2, and the sole resting on the block 3. In
polishing the toe portion of the shoe, the pol-
ishing cloth, as 9, is passed over said toe por-

-tion and then under the straight guide por-

tions 77 at each side of the block 8. The ends
of the cloth are then grasped and the cloth
is reciprocated in a well known manner.
Assummg that it is desived to polish the
shaul, the cloth is drawn forwardly so that
its web leaves the toe of the shoe; the sole of
the shoe is then lifted and the cloth is passed
underneath the same until it engages in the
imversely curved substantially U-shaped por-
tions 82 of the guides formed at the junction
of the portions 7 and 8 under the shank of
the shoe, as shown in Fig. 3. When the cloth
is in this position, it may be readily manipu-
Iated, by virtue of the peculiar curved form
of the guides, at the junction of their front
and rear portions, to effectively polish the
shank. The counter portion remains to be
polished and this is accomplished by passing
one of the projecting portions of the cloth
over the said counter portion and recipro-
cating the same in the manner set forth. Or
if desired, the arrangement permits of simul-
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taneously polishing one side of the shank
with one projecting portion and of the coun-
ter with the other, the projecting portions be-
ing reversed for polishing the other sides of
the shank and of the counter. The portions
8, by virtue of their rearward and upward
inclination, are effective in preventing the
undue formation of longitudinal creases or
wrinkles in the polishing cloth, their in-
clination being in a direction perpendicular
to the line of movement of the cloth in pol-
ishing the shank, and their form promoting
the movement of the cloth over the counter.
Aside from this use, the portions 8 form,
with the adjacent downturned portions 6,
shoulders, as 8’, disposed adjacent the front
end of the heel block 2 and which serve
efficiently as stops, engaging the heel of the
shoe to prevent accidental forward move-
ment or displacement thereof. It will thus
be seen that the guides 5 afford the only sur-
faces which can offer frictional resistance to
the movement of the cloth, aside from the
surface which is being polished, and this re-
sistance is very slight in any position of the
cloth. In the structures ordinarily employed,
however, in the operation of counter polish-
ing, the cloth, in addition to being passed
over the guides and the counter portion, is
also passed over the instep portion, which
offers such a great degree of frictional re-
sistance as to render the counter polishing
operation laborious and unsatisfactory, and
m addition tears and splits the cloth, as
previously stated.

The invention has the same advantages of
simplicity and inexpensiveness as prior con-
structions, in that it embodies the same small
namber of essential parts, constructed of the
same material, namely, the wooden support-
ing blocks and the wire guides.

Having folly described my invention, I
claim:

1. A shoe polishing device comprising a
suitable base, and spaced supporting blocks
thereon, said base having cloth guiding
means associated therewith in the space be-
tween said supporting blocks.

2. A shoe polishing device comprising a
suitable base, spaced supporting blocks there-
on and guide means arranged at cach side of
the base and extending continuously, said
guide means each having a portion thereof
disposed in the space between the supporting
blocks and having also a portion thereof ad-
jacent the side of the front block.

3. A shoe polishing device comprising a
suitable base, spaced supporting blocks there-
on, and wire guides of ogee curvature located
at each side of the base and having portions
substantially concentric to the front block
with their rear end portions intersecting the
planes of the sides of the blocks, projecting
mmto the space therebetween and terminating
i divergent rearwardly projecting gnide
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portions disposed in the space between said
blocks.

4. A shoe polishing device comprising a
suitable bdse, spaced supporting blocks there-
on, and wire guides of ogee curvature located
at each side of the base and having portions
snbstantially concentric to the front block
with their rear end portions intersecting the
planes of the sides of the blocks, projecting

10 1nto the space therebetween and terminating

in divergent rearwardly and upwardly pro-
jecting guide portions disposed in the space
between said blocks.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit- 1%

nesses.
FRANK A. JOHNSON.
Witnesses:
Kpear A. Jowus,
Cuas. L. Rosrrrson.



