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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-21, 23

Claim 1 relates to a micro-fluidic chip comprising a
plurality of layers. Claims 2-21 depend on claim 1 whereas
independent method claim 23 corresponds to apparatus claim
1.

The underlying problem to be solved is how to narrow the
stream of the sample fluid-mixture bounded by the sheath
fluids.

The special features are the Tayers in the chip, layers in
which are disposed a plurality of channels, namely a sample
input-channel (into which a sample fluid-mixture of
components to be isolated is input), a first and a second
plurality of sheath-fluid channels intersecting said sample
input-channel.

2. claim: 22

Claim 22 relates to a micro-fluidic chip-system loaded on a
cassette mounted on a holder.

The underlying problem to be solved is how to route fluids
into the sample input of the micro-fluidic chip.

The special feature is the pumping mechanism that pumps
sample fluid from a reservoir into a sample input.
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