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To all whom it MY CONncern:
_ Be.it known that I, Axrox O. Homme,
citizen of the United States, residing at

- Roseau, in. the county of Roseau and State

gpecification.
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of Minnesota, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Tent-Supporting
Structures, of which the following is a
~ This invention relates to tent supporting
structures, and it has for its object the pro-
vision of improved means for supporting a
tent without the use of the usual center poles
ordinarily employed for that purpose. - It is
frequently: the case that it is desired to em-
ploy tents for such- purposes that poles in
the center thereof would be highly objec-
tiotiable, as for imstarce, in- shooting gal-
leries. By virtug of the structure herein
shown.and deseribed I am enabled to firmly
support the tent without the emiployment of
such center poles. '
Further objects and advaritages of the in-
vention will be set forth in the detailed. de-
seription which now follows.
In the accompanying drawing Figure 1 is
a side elevation of one of the supports with
the fabric of the tent illusteated in dotted
lines. Fig. 2 is a modified-view illustrating
one of the usual center poles cut off and
utilizéd in- the- constriction 6f the device.
Fig. 3 is a further modification illustrating’
a form of the invention adapted for use in
conjunction with a type of tent known as a
cottage tent, and Fig. 4 illustrates a plural-
ity of the devices in edge elevation showing
how a large tent may be supported at a
number of points. -
Like numerals designate corresponding
parts in all of the figures of the drawing.
Referring to the drawing and more par-
ticularly to the structures shown in Figs. 1
and 4 the numerals 5 designate the poles em-
ployed by me for supporting the sides of the
tent. These poles are provided with pins 6
at the top thereof which pass through
bracket plates 7 bent to the angular forma-
tion shown and secured at 8 to the under
sides of the rafters 9. Attached by fasten-
ing devices 10 to the upper ends of the raf-
ters are the plates 11 of the curvature
shown. One of these plates is attached to
each side of each rafter and consequently
the rafters are in effect, provided with bi-
furcated upper ends. The upper ends of
the rafters embrace the body portion 12 of a-
standard 13 and are secured thereto by a

bolt 14 which p‘assés through the plates 11

and through the body of portion 12.  The
standard 13 is provided with-a head 15 so
shaped as to conform to the shape of the
peak of the tent and a pin 15 upstanding
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therefrom passes through the top of the tent

indicated at 16. - It is of course to be under-
stood: that a plurality of the structures
shown in Fig. 1 will be employed.  This is
clearly illustrated in Fig. 4. As many of
these: supports may be employed as is-de-
manded by the length of the tent. - Pro-
jecting from the lower part of the head 12
of eaclr of the standards 13 is a threaded
stem 17 upon which a nut 18 is threaded to
force angle plates 19 upwardly against the

under side of the rafters to thereby render

the structure rigid in a manner that will be
well understood. = This rigidity of the strue-
ture is-increased. by the provision of wires or
cables 20 which are secured: at. crie end to
one of the rafters 9 as at 21 agiid at the op-
posite end: each cable is attached- to a- swiv-
eled: turn-buckle- 22 by which it may -be
dratn. upon in a manneér well understodd.

Lock nuts 23 are employed: for helding the’

turn-buckle: ini-its adjusted: position. v
In the fornr of the device llustrated-in
Fig. 2 the structure is substantially the same

‘s thiat shown i Fig. 1 and the same refer-
énce numerals have been applied to the vari-
ous parts where the parts are the same..

The only difference is that in this case the
central standard 14 is formed by one of the
usual center poles of the tent here indicated
as 182 1In this case the pele has been cut off
so that it projects but slightly below the
wire or cable 20 and it is provided with a
slot in its lower end which takes over this
wire. The upper end of the pole carries the
usual pin here indicated as 15* which passes
threugh an opening in the tep of the tent in
the usual and well known manner.

In the form of the device illustrated in
Fig. 3 the rafters here indicated as 9* carry
the angle plates 7 at their lower ends which
take over the pins of poles 5 in the manner
hereinbefore set forth, but in this case the
upper ends of the rafters are provided with
straight plates 11» and these plates form

bifurcated upper ends of the rafters which

embrace a reach pole 12, The reach pole
carries pins 15 adapted to pass through
openings in the top of the tent in the usual
manner. ‘

It will be apparent from the foregoing
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description taken in connection with an in-
specticn of the drawing that the structure
herein shown and described is well adapted
to support in a rigid and secure manner the
fabric of the tent without the employment of
center poles. ,

It is frequently desired to employ tent
like structures of a portable nature for such
purposes that the center poles would be
highly objectionable. For instance, photog-
raphers who desire to move readily from one
locality to ancther frequently employ tents
and center poles would be objectionable in
devices of this nature. The same thing is
true of shooting galleries and many other
businesses.

While the elements herein shown and de-
scribed are well adapted to serve the pur-
poses for which they are intended it is to be
understood that the invention is not limited
to the precise construction set forth but that
it includes within its purview such changes

as-come not only within the terms but with-

in the spirit of the appended claims.

Having described my invention, what I

claim is:

1. A tent supporting structure comprising
a pair of rafters, a central ridge supporting
member, means carried by said ridge sup-
porting member for supporting the fabric
of a tent in spaced relation to the rafters, ad-
justable means for limiting the movement
of the rafters, toward each other, and means
for drawing the lower ends of said rafters
teward each other.

2. In a tent supporting structure, the com-
bination with a central ridge supporting
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member, of a pair of rafters, means for

pivotally connecting the upper ends of said

rafters to said ridge supporting element, an
angle plate beneath said rafters at their
junction, and means for drawing said plate
into engagement with the ends of the rafters
at their junction.

3. In a tent-supporting structure, the com-
bination with a central ridge supporting
member of a pair of rafters, means for
pivotally connecting the upper ends of said
rafters to said ridge supporting element, an
angle plate beneath said rafters at their
junction, and means-extending between said
rafters for drawing their lower endstoward
each other until stopped by said angle plate.

4. A tent supporting structure comprising
a plurality of pairs of rafters, and a plu-
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rality of ridge supporting members each of -

the rafters of a pair being pivetally con-
nected to said ridge supporting members and
extending downwardly and outwardly there-
from, said ridge supporting members com-

prising threaded extensions extending below - -

the pivoted ends of said rafters; angle plates
fitted upon said extensions and nuts for
drawing said angle plates into engagement
with the undersides of said rafters whereby.
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the angle of the rafters with relation to each --

other may be fixed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in the presence of two witnesses. ‘ ;
ANTON O. HOMME.

- Witnesses:
M. J. Hyrawnp,
V. B. Cuapin,

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing: the “Commissioner of Patenti,
Washington, D. C.”



