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To all wihom it mey conecermn:

Be it known that I, CORNELIUS COLLINS, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of San Francisco, State of
California, have invented an Improvement
in Metal Partitions and Furring for Build-
ings; and I hereby declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
same.

My invention relates to a construction for
building material.

It consists in the formation of material for
partitions, furring, ceilings, and the like,
made of sheet metal formed and united in
sections to provide the required support for
metallic and other lathing which is fixed

. thereon for the purpose of receiving the mor-
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tar and for other squivalent purposes.

Referring to the accompanying drawings
for amore complete explanation of myinven-
tion, Figures1, 2, 3, and 4 show different forms
for constructing partitions. Fig. 5shows my
invention for wall-furring, and Fig. 6 for
ceiling-furring.

The object of my invention is to construct
a light and rigid metallic framework which
will serve for partitions, furring, ceilings,
and other subdividing structures. In the
formation of these structures I employ strips
or sheets of metal A, which are slotted orcut
80 as to provide strips B, which remain con-
nected at one end with the parts A and
are bent outwardly therefrom and extended
acrossatany desired angle;soastobeclamped,

riveted, or otherwise united to the next adja-
cent part A. These parts A may be arranged

either vertically or horizontally in the con-
struction of upright partitions, and they may
be similarly eonstructed for ceiling purposes.

In Fig. 11 have shown the parts A arranged
horizontally, with strips B eut away along the
edges, leaving one end united with the part
A, These strips are bent upward or down-
ward and are riveted, erimped, or otherwise
clamped to the next adjacent strips A, so as
to form, as here shown, vertical and horizon-

tal crossing strips, which when used asa par~

tition leavean interspace between those upon
opposite sides. The lathing, which may be
metallic and of any well-known or suitable
description, is then fixed to the opposite sides
of the partition by twisted wires or other suit-

able elamping devices which will hold it in
place. :

In Figs. 2,3, and 4 I have shown the strips
A standing vertically and having the strips B
cut out of the central portion, the strips A
being of sufficient width to form the thick-
ness of the partition. The strips B remain
attached at one end to the parts A and are
then bent either diagonally or at any other
desired angle, so that their free ends extend
to the next adjacent vertical strip A, to which
they are united, as before described. When
employed for furring, they may be made as
shown in TFigs. 5 and 6, the strips B being cut
on one side of the strips A and secured as
previously described. The strips I3 are then
secured to the wall by clamps D or other suit-
able fastenings, and the strips A, projecting
outwardly into the room, serve for the fas-
tening of the laths, as previously described.
Where these strips meet the floor, the ceiling,
and the walls, they may be bent at right an-
gles, as shown at C, and fixed to the floor,
ceiling, or walls, so as to give them a rigid
support. When employed for ceiling pur-
poses, they are cut and bent in a manner simi-
lar to that previously described and are sus-
pended from the I or other beams or struc-
ture which forms the ceiling or floor above
by hook or other bolts and clamps, as shown
at D'. It will be understood that these strips
may be cut in any desired manner to produce
a particular form of partition or structure de-
sired, and when set up they form a light,
rigid, and economical partition or structure
well adapted for use in buildings and for the
support of lathing or other finishing surface.

If the partition or structure is wide, a plu-
rality of strips B may be formed within the
width of the parts A and so conneeted as to
increase the stiffness laterally.

The structure may be also used for flooring,
as a support for concrete or other filling ma-
terial when used, and the structure may ex-
tend through from the floor above to the ceil-
ing beneath.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is-—

1. Astructure consisting of sheets of metal
having strips cut therefrom, one end of gaid
strips beingfree of, and the other end remain-
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ing attached to, said sheet, said strips being
bent to form connections between the adja-
cent main sheets and having the free ends at-
tached to the next adjacent sheet.

2. A partition or other dividing or support-
ing structure consisting of sheets of metal
having a transverse width to form the thick-
ness of the partition and structure, strips cut
therefrom and having one end detached and

10 the other end remaining connected with the

main sheet, said separated strips being bent
to extend across the space between the adja-
cent main sheet and having their free ends

fixed to the next adjacent sheetof the struc-
ture.

3. A building or like structure eonsisting
of parallel metallic sheets each having strips
cuttherefromand remaining attached thereto
at one end, and having the opposite or free
ends attached to an adjacent sheet.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

hand.
CORNELIUS COLLINS.
Witnesses: :
S. H. NOURsE,
- JESSIE C. BRODIE.
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