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(57) Abstract: An optical connector ferrule comprises: a pair of end faces
arranged along a first direction; a plurality of fiber retention holes extend-
ing in the first direction between the pair of end faces and arranged along
a second direction intersecting with the first direction for each retaining a
plurality of optical fibers; and a fiber introduction space having an opening
at one end face, connected to the plurality of fiber retention holes, and col-
lectively accepting the plurality of optical fibers. An inner surface that de-
fines the fiber introduction space includes: a fiber support surface whereon
a plurality of guide grooves is formed, each guide groove extending from
the end of the plurality of fiber retention holes toward the one end surface;
and a pair of first inner lateral surfaces each extending from both ends of
the fiber support surface along the second direction. An interval between
the pair of first inner lateral surfaces gradually increases with distance from
the fiber support surface.
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