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DISPLAY DEVICE

Application filed April 18,

This invention relates to improvements in
display devices that are used to display mer-
chandise for sale in stores'and places of like
character, and more particularly to a dis-

~ & play device manually operable by the pro- -

spective purchaser of the goods, which is
,hl%hly desirable for the displaying of ar-
ticles of apparel and especially desirable for
the displaying of hosiery, although the de-
10 vice has many and varied uses as will be
apparent to one skilled in the art.

In stores and the like where merchandise -

such as articles of apparel varying in size,

*_ 1t is necessary to keep a large stock of each.

15 single style or design of an article in order

to have each size thereof available for a
purchaser. It has been found highly desir-
able to dispay in any desired manner a sam-

. ple of each color combination or style of an
0

article in boxes, cases, and the like. The

purchaser, therefore, need only choose the.

color or style that meets with his
from those on display, and the proper- size
of the article will be removed from the
stock, without the needless and seemingly
endless display of the contents of show case
after show case and box after box.

In the past, many and varied devices have
been developed for displaying of articles of
wearing apparel, but these devices have
proven objectionable in most instances, in
that they occupied an undesirably large

liking
25

30

amount of counter or floor space, and if .

35 operable by a purchaser, were not as effi-

“clently operable as is desirable. ‘Moreover,
these formerly known devices were not
adapted for the displaying of articles hav-

. ing a diagonal fold therein, such as hosiery,
40 for instance, which" invariably is folded
. along a diagonal line adjacent the foot por-
tion thereoi and which when mounted on
such devices would tend to wrinkle and
thereby materiall lessen the attractiveness
of the display. Further, these previously
known devices when actuated rather quick-
ly, permitted certain elongated articles, such
as ladies’ hose, neckties, or the like, to be-
-thrown outwardly, thereby annoying a pur-
&0 chaser and in many cases injuring or soiling

45

‘and securely holds the

article, retaining the various sizes of the..

1928, Serial No. 269,724,

the articles themselves, or permitting the
articles to fall from the device.

The present invention is designed to over-
come the above noted defects and objec-
tions, in the provision of a display device 53
which is freely and easily operable by a
prospective purchaser, and which firmly
articles to be dis-
played therein. ‘ .

The invention also seeks the provision of 60
a display device adapted to hold articles in
a rotatable or swin a]i»le manner and to pre-
vent such articles from swinging outwardly
due to centrifugal force. ,

A further important object of the pres- 65
ent invention is to provide means for fric-
tionally and securely clamping an article to
be displayed, at the same time permitting
the ready and easy removal or mounting of
the article. T
. A further object.of the present invention
is to provide means for suspending an ar-
ticle having a diagonal fold therein by firm-
ly holding the article adjacent the fold and
permitting the article to hang substantially %5
vertically without the undesirable wrinkling
of the same. ' :

While some of the more salient features,
characteristics, and advantages, of a device
embodying this.invention have been above 8o
gointed out, others will become apparent

rom the following disclosures.

The invention includes these and other
features of construction and combinations
of parts hereinafter described, and shown ss
in a preferred form in the drawings, as
more particularly indicated by the claims.

On the drawings:

Figure 1 is a view in elevation showing
a device embodying the present invention 0
mounted upon a support or stand and car-
rying. articles to be displayed.

Figure 2 is a view in elevation of one of
the devices shown in Figure 1, carrying an

article and removed from the stand. 53
Figure 3 is a view in elevation of the de-
vice 1tself. : : K
~ Figure 4 is a plan view of the device
taken substantially as indicated: by line
’ 138

IV—IV of Figure 3,
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Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary sec-

_ tional view of the device with the article

" therein, taken substantially along line V—V
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of Figure 2.

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 2,
showing a device of a slightly different
form and embodying features of the pres-
ent invention. . o

Tigure 7 is a sectional view taken sub-
stantially along line VII—VII of Figure 6.

Figure 8 is an enlarged fragmentary
transverse sectional view taken substantial-
ly along line VIII—VIII of Figure 6.

Figure 9 is a view similar to Figure 2,
showing a device of still different form em-
bodying features of the present invention.

Figure 10 is a sectional view taken sub-
stantially along the staggered line X—X of
Figure 9. ,

igure 11 is an enlarged transverse sec-
tional view taken substantially along line
X1I—XIT of Figure 9.

Figure 12 is an enlarged transverse sec-
tional view taken substantially along line
XII—XII of Figure 9.

Figure 13 is a_view similar to Figure 2,
showing a still different form of the device
embodying features of the present invention.

Figure 14 is a bottom plan sectional view
taken substantially as indicated by line
XIV—XIV of Figure 13.

Figure 15 is an enlarged transverse sec-
tional wiew taken along line XV—XV of
Figure 13, ‘ -

igure 16 is an enlarged transverse sec-
tional view taken along line XVI—XVT of
Figure 13. ; : ; ,

“igure 17 is an elevational view of a pre-
ferred form of stand embodying principles
of the present invention, shown sup orting
an article holding device of a still different
form embodying principles of the present
invention.

Figure 18 is an_enlarged fragmentary
plan view taken substantially as indicated
by line XVIII—XVIII of Figure. 17.

Figure 19 is an enlarged fragmentary ver-
tical sectional view of the structure shown in
Figure 17. o .

Figure 20 is an enlarged fragmentary
plan view of a portion of the apparatus
shown in Figure 17, taken substantially as
indicated by line XX—XX of Figure 17.

Figure 21 is a view similar to Figure 19,
showing a slightly different form of con-
struction of the apparatus disclosed therein.

As shown in the drawings: -~

In the illustrated embodiment of this in-
vention there is shown a stand comprising &
base 1 and an upright 2 preferably rotat-

ably mounted therein, on which upright, in -

any desired manner, are mounted a plurality

of flexible and resilient clamping elements 3

‘f}rom:ach_of which is suspended a pair of
ose 4, SR S
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As shown in Figures 1 to 5, inclusive, the
clamping elements 3 are formed from a sin-

gle piece of wire, or any desirable flexible -

substance, which 1s provided with a plural-
ity of reverse bends therein, in this instance
there being an outer bend 5, an inner bend. 6,
and a larger -outer bend 7 , to permit the
terminus 9 of the rod or wire to extend
thereinto after the forming of an inner bend
8:
parallel portions 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13, are
‘thereby formed, which present opposed sur-
faces to frictionally engage an article of ap-
parel, in this instance, a pair of hose 4. The
clamping - element is provided at its inner
end with a depending portion 14 which is
disposed at an angle to the remainder of the
clamping element and by which the clamping
element is mounted in the upright 2. When
the article to be displayed is a pair of hose,
the angle between the clamping element

. proper and ihe depending portion 14 is ob-
tuse so that the clamping element will be.

A plurality of elongated substantially

70
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supported in an obliquely upward position. -

It is well known that hosiery is always
received by the retail merchant with an ob-

lique fold therein adjacent the foot portion -

thereof. When the hosiery is mounted or
interwoven in the clamping element, the
elongated portions 10 and 1I, which extend
outwardly beyond the remaining portions,
“and the loop 5 are inserted in this oblique

95

fold 15 so as to be substantially covered -

thereby, then the thickness of the entire pair
of hose is pushed on the inside of the mem-
ber 9, so that the member 9 will appear ex-
ternally on one side of the hose and the
members 12 and 13 on the opposite side.
The terminus at the end of the member 9 is
provided with a loop 16 to prevent gouging
or tearing of the hose. When the depen?iing
portion 14 is mounted on the upright 2, the
clamping element will be in a position par-
allel to the oblique fold in the hose 4 and the
hose will hang substantially vertically with
‘no tendency whatsoever to wrinkle. In the
event a pair of hose is to be sold directly
from the display device, it is simply neces-
sary to slide the hose outwardly until free
of engagement with the clamping element.
' Another pair of hose is casily and readily
"insertable in the clamping element in the
manner hereinbefore described, :

Tt is to be noted that the resiliency of the
parallel portions of the clamping element
causes the same to firmly and effectively
grip the hose thereby eliminating all danger
of falling from the device. It is also to be
especially noted that the extremities of the
inner bends 6 and & in the clamping element
are on a line parallel to the depending por-
tion 14, whereby only a minimum part of
the clamping element will be visible.
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In Ficures 6 to 8, inclusive, I have shown -

T e slightTy different form of clamping ele-

130
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nientz the difference lying in the manner of.

formmg the lower bends in the wire. The

depending portion 14, the elongated por- -

tions 10 and 11, and the bend 5, are .the
same  as -previously described herein. In
this instance, however, a large bend 17 is
provided at the inner end of the portion 11

- to form an elongated portion 18 at the outer

‘10

15

20

end of which a smaller bend 19 is provided
to form an elongated portion 20 at the inner
end of which another smaller bend 21 is pro-
vided which terminates in the elongated
portion -9 ending in the loop 16, whereby
the portions 9 and 20 are disposed between
the portions 18 and 11. In mounting the
hose on this clamping element the portions
10 and 11 and bend 5 are inserted in the
oblique fold 15 is hereinbefore .described
and the entire thickness of the hose inter-
woven between the remaining portions so
that the portion 9 will appear on one side

~.of the hose and the portiens 18 and 20 with

25

30

the loop 19, on. the other side thereof.

In Figures 9 to 12, inclusive, I have
shown another form of clamping’ element
which comprises a rod or wire 22 terminat-
ing in the 1nner end thereof in a depending
portion 14 which portion functions the same
as hereinbefore described. A:second wire is

engaged around the wire 22, as indicated

at 23, and if so desired welded thereto, so

~-as to form two juxtaposed portions 24-and

35

40

< 45

and

© 50

60
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-the same is securely retained.

'25 which are bent to form forwardly ex-

tending portions 26 and 27, respectively,
provided at the outer ends thereof with
loops: 28 and 29, respectively.
the hose upon ‘this

told 15 and then the hose is pushed between

‘the clamping portions 26 and 27, whereby

In Figures 13 to 16, inclusive, I have

shown a still different form of clamping ele-

ment, which comprises a wire reversely bent,
as at 30, to provide elongated portions 31
32, the latter terminatin
extremities in a lever 33. The portion 31
terminates at its inner end in a depending

- portion ‘14 similar to that previously de-
Adjacent the ceriter thereof, a re-

scribed. _
silient strip 34 is Iooped around the por-
tion 31, as at 35, so as to form two depend-

-ing abutting portions 36 and 37, respective- -
ly (Figure 15) which are outwardly bent-

adjacent the mid-portion thereof to loosely
receive the inwardly extending portion 32
therebetween. At the lower .extremities the
portions 36 and 37 are engaged around the
inner extremities of a pair of clamping
wires 38 and 89, respectively, adapted for

frictional engagement on o%posite sides of
« the hose 4. > on

. clamping element, the element ‘32 is raised
by manipulating the lever 38 so as to pass’

n. mounting the hose on this

between and spread the abutting portions

In mounting:
clamping element the
- portion 22 15 merely inserted in the oblique

tion 14 of a clamping element

gt its inner.

3

of the depehdin‘ ‘members 36 and 37 so.as

to spread the clamping wires 38 and 39.
The portions 31 and 82 are then both in-
serted within the oblique fold 15 in the
hose 4, the clamping wires 38 and. 39 em.-

bracing opposite sides of the hose, and then.
‘the lever 33 is dropped, thereby causing

the clamping wires 38 and 39 to effectively
grip the hose and securely hold the same.
In Figures 17 to 21, inclusive, I have

shown a preferred form of rack or stand

for rotatably or swingably supporting a

plurality of each or any of the clamping -

elements hereinbefore described. The stan R
in this instance, comprises a base 1* in
which an upright 22 is fixedly mounted. In
this instance, a plurality of supporting
plates 40 are adjustably and .removably

mounted on the upright 2 in any desired
manner or as shown
.secured. to each of the plates

'%y a collar 41 fixedly
and maintained
in any desired position by means of a set
screw 42. Adjacent the forward -edge of
the plate 40, which is preferably in the
shape of a sector, although. any 'equivalent
supporting means may be used, is mounted

a backing member 43 made of any desirable:

material, wood being highly suitable for the
purpose desired. A’ corrugated sheet 44 is
secured to the forward edge of the backing
member 43 in such a manner' that alternate
corrugations in the strip together with the

-backing member provide a séries of spaced

passages or sockets 45, each being adapted
to rotatably and swingably receive the por-
’ 32 therein,
The stand just previously' described is
equipped with means for effectively ‘sup-
porting ladies” hose or other elongated ar-
ticles of apparel, although the same may be

.used if ‘so desired, for supporting men’s
hose or shorter articles of apparel in a sin-

gle or plurality of tiers. When it is de-
sired to support ladies’ hose, the hose 4* are
interwoven 1n one of the clamping elements

and the ¥ortion' 14 of the element inserted
in one o

the sockets 45, so that the hose
will be suspended in the manner hereinbe-

fore described: The clamping element 3*

shown in Figure 17 is similar to the element
described in Figures 6 to 8, inclusive, with
the exception that the elongated portions 9
and 20 of the elements shown in Figure 6,
are in reversed order. It is well kriown that
ladies’ hose when vertically suspended will

“tend. to distort or wrinkle adjacent the calf

of the leg portion of the hose since this por-
tion is relatively wider than the ankle and

foot portions. Means are provided in the-
-present instance to maintain the calf por-

0

75
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85
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tion of the hose in its normal position there-

by adding to the beauty of the display. The

means, in this instance, comprise an element -

formed from a wire bent upon itself and

4
d%wnwa’rdly turned at one end to provide a
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4‘ .
; pqrtioﬁ_'14"engageab1e in one of the sockets
45 in the lower tier on the rack. For this

purpose the wire extends outwardly in two .

* portions 47 and 48 which are spread, as at
g 49, to receive therebetween the calf portion
of the hose, thereby preventing the hose

from wrinkling. The clamping element. 3*

and element 46 are .connected in any desired .

manner or as shown by a rod 50 so that the
olement 46 will always swing with the
clamping element 3* and so carry the hose 4*
without distorting the same. T
In Figure 21 T haye shown a rod 50* fix-
_edly secured to the clamping element 3* at
15 its upper:end, and having the element 46

10

integral with -or attached to its lower end,
thereby: ¢ ating. the second tier on the
stand. Cou o

Tt is to be clearly understood that any of

the clamping elements hereinbefore de-
scribed or clamping elements of like char-
acter but differently formed may be mount-
ed in the sockets 45 with or in place of the
elements 3* without departing from the
5 spirit of this invention. ?

erstood that the angle between the clamp-
. ing element proper and the mounting por-
tion .14 thereon may be varied as desirable

20

2

_for_ the support of an- article of merchan--

dise, -
From the

f(')_l;égoiﬁg' it. will be appi‘u?ent,

that I have provided means for effectively .

displaying articles of merchandise, whic

chaser of the article, and effectively and se-
- curely hold the article at all times, the ar-
ticle- being easily removable therefrom or
mountable thereon, and which prevent the
article from swinging
jectionable extent when the display device
is operated. Moreover, the display device
shown and described herein is simple in
construction and assembly of parts and may
be very economically manufactured. -

-1 am aware that many changes may be
made and:numerous details of construction
... may be varied through a wide range without
\ 'departing from the principles of this inven-

35

- 40

4

\_tion and I, therefore, do.not purpose limit- -

. ¢ ing the patent granted hereon otherwise than
50 went g hereon ¢ ;
' neées_sitdted~b%1e prior art.” . .,

- T claim ag my invention:

1L Im combination, a flexible element hav-
" ing a plurality of vertically spaced inte--

g5 grally connected parallel arms defining op-
positely opening & fjacent passageways closed
at one end thereof, an integral portion de:

pending from said element at an obtuse an-

gle thereto, and support means adapted to
¢o Teceive the said portion alone to maintain the

said parallel arms in spaced relation to the -

t is also to be un-

outwardly to an ob-.

1,768,318

element having a plurality of reverse bends
therein to form a plurality of parallel arms
defining adjacent oppositely opening pas-.
sageways closed at one end thereof, an inte-
gral portion depending from the said ele-.
ment at an obtuse angle thereto, and support
means adapted to receive the said portion
alone to maintain the said arms in spaced
relation to the support so that an-article
of apparel may be entered in the passage- 4
ways defined by the arms.

‘3. In combination, a support,-a flexible
element having one of its ends mounted on
the support, the other end of the said flexi-
ble element being free, the said flexible ele-- g4

ment having a plurality of bends in offset -

" vertical relation to each other, and a plural-~

ity of arms defining adjacent oppositely. -
openinfg passageways closed at one .end
thereof, -

. : . 85
4. In combination, a support, a flexible

element having one end mounted on the sup- -
port, the said element having a plurality °
of reverse bends forming a plurality of arms,
and the other end of the element being a go
free-ended arm disposed between a pair of
arms. o o o

5. As an article of manufacture, an ele-
ment having a plurality of vertically spaced
integral longitudinal portions for support-. gs
ing an article of apparel having an oblique
fold therein by engagement therewith adja--

3 " cent said fold, and integral depending means -
means are operable by a prospective pur-.

angularly associated with the said element .

at one end thereof for supporting the lat- 100
ter in such a manner that said ‘article will-
iloang substantially vertically without wrink-
mg.... P

" 6. As an article of manufacture, a flexible
element having a plurality of bends all in- 395

‘offset_vertical relation to each other and a
plurality of vertically spaced parallel longi-

tudinal portions of different lengths for sup-
porting an article of apparel having an

‘oblique. fold - therein by engagement there- 110,

with adjacent said fold, and integral de: . .

‘pending means angularly associated with -
the said element at one eénd thereof for sup-

porting the latter in such a manner that said §

‘article will hang substantially vertical with- 115 -
- out wrinkling. C

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub- "
scribed my name at Chicago, Cook County,

Illinois.. . - _ v v
‘ JAMES J. O'BRIEN. 120

"125

support so that an article of apparel may. -

"be entered in the passagewsys. defined by -

the arms.
- 63

2. In combina"ﬁoﬂ,-:a ﬂexible-and iéilient _



