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This invention relates to hampers for collecting laun 
dry, waste paper and collection chores of a similar nature. 
It is a rolling hamper of the general type comprising a 
folding frame of rigid material, usually metal, on which 
a bag is secured. It is provided with casters whereby a 
rollable hamper of a collapsing nature is achieved. The 
bag is removably secured so that when it is filled with 
material, it can be removed from the frame and replaced 
with an empty bag. A filled bag is closed, and can be 
taken to a place of disposal or in the case of soiled linen 
or the like to a laundry for washing. The particular 
novelty in this bag resides in the method of securing the 
bag temporarily to the framework which comprises pock 
ets stitched to the bag and embracing the upper ends of 
the frame work. These pockets are reinforced by webs 
spaced apart points along their length to serve the dual 
purpose of absorbing major stresses and also providing a 
base for fasteners which secure the pockets on the frame 
work to prevent accidental disengagement. A further 
novel feature of this structure resides in the construction 
of the bag itself in which two of the sides and the bottom 
are formed from a single piece and the two additional 
sides are stitched thereto on the marginal edges. This 
construction provides the bag with unusual strength to 
meet the requirements of this particular usage. Still 
further novelty resides in providing a folding platform 
that engages the bottom of the bag when the hamper is 
in an open position ready for use to add further support 
to the bag. 
Hampers of this general type have been available for 

some time for such uses as laundry hampers, waste ham 
pers and the like, but substantially all of them have some 
characteristic points of weakness. Common practice 
among janitors, who use these rolling hampers to collect 
waste, is to place waste in the hampers till they are nearly 
filled in a loose or fluffed form and then pack the ma 
terial down most commonly by actually getting inside the 
hamper and tramping it with the feet. As a result of 
this rough usage an extremely sturdy structure is essential. 
Actually all of the other available devices of this type 
known are secured by hooks on the frame extending 
through grommets placed in the upper marginal edges of 
the bag. It has been discovered that these almost in 
varibly tear out sooner or later in the course of rough 
usage of these bags described above. It is to eliminate the 
tearing of the bag and general destruction of the bag part 
of the hamper that this invention is directed and it is the 
pockets providing wide support for the bag as over the 
entire length of the frame ends together with the fold 
ing platform which provides the necessary support to 
prevent destruction of the bags in use. 

Other and further objects of the invention are those 
inherent and apparent in the apparatus as described, 
pictured and claimed. 
To the accomplishment of the foregoing and related 

ends, this invention then comprises the features herein 
after fully described and particularly pointed out in the 
claims, the following description setting forth in detail 
certain illustrative embodiments of the invention, these 
being indicative, however, of but a few of the various 
ways in which the principles of the invention may be 
employed. 
The invention will be described with reference to the 
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drawings in which corresponding numerals refer to the 
same parts and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the hamper ready 

for use: 
FIGURE 2 is a side elevation of the structure shown 

in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a similar side elevation view taken from 

the same side as FIGURE 2 but with the framework col 
lapsed as for transport or storage; and 
FIGURE 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view of a verti 

cal Section taken on the line 4-4 of FIGURE 1. 
Referring to the drawings and specifically to FIGURE 

1 the device may be seen to have a principal frame con 
structed of the inverted U-members 10 and 12 each of 
which has a closed upper end and legs that terminate 
in free ends. These two inverted U-frame members are 
suitably pivoted together intermediate their ends as by 
nut and bolt assemblies such as the one 14. Frame mem 
bers 10 and 2, which are desirably made out of steel 
tubing, may be reinforced and slightly spaced apart at 
the pivot point by the members 16 and 18 secured to 
the members 0 and 52 respectively. At each free end of 
each leg is an adapter member here aptly illustrated in 
a form of a slightly bent foot member 20 that fits over 
the frame member 10 and receives any suitable caster 
means such as the ones designated 22. As substantial 
duplication of this structure is repeated on each of the 
four free ends of the frame members the other three are 
not separately described and numbered. 
Between the free end member 20 of frame member 

10 and its counterpart designated 24 illustrated in FIG 
URE I, extends a reinforcing rod 26. A similar rod, 
just the end of which may be seen at 28, extends between 
the free ends of the frame member 12. A platform mem 
ber such as the one designated 30 is pivoted to one of the 
reinforcing rods 26 and 28. In this instance it is shown 
pivoted to the rod 28. The shelf itself may be of any 
suitable form and is here shown as a metal framework 
covered by expanded metal as shown at 32. The rod 26 
is engaged by bracket or ear members such as the ones 
shown in 34 in FIGURE 1 secured to platform 30. When 
the frame members are pivoted away from each other as 
far as the limiting hinge bracket 36 will permit, and there 
is a similar bracket on the other end of the frame, the 
platform may be hinged about its pivotal attachment to 
rod 28 and the brackets 34 engaged with rod 26. In this 
manner, platform 30 additionally stabilizes the lower ends 
of the U-frame members 10 and 12. In addition, a 
platform is provided which receives and supports the 
lower end of bag 38. 
The side 40 of bag 38 is formed integrally with the 

bottom of the bag as is the end or side of the bag dia 
metrically opposed to the side 40. Panel 42 is a separate 
piece that is stitched to the adjacent marginal edges of 
the panels 40, its opposite member and the bottom which 
cannot be seen in FIGURE 1. The side opposed to side 
42 is similarly stitched to the opposite marginal edges of 
panel 40 its opposite member and the bottom thereby 
forming a five-sided bag structure. The top of the bag 
is reinforced by means of a webbing 44 which forms 
a hem structure at the top of the bag. Webbing hem 44 
has suitable openings that may be fitted with grommets 
as at 45 for example and through which the drawstring 
47 extends at the end of the bag hem adjacent to panel 
40. A similar drawstring that also extends entirely 
around the bag in hem 44 also has its end protruding 
above the panel that is opposite to panel 40. When the 
bag is removed from the frame, the two drawstrings may 
be pulled to close the bag and hold the contents thereof 
in a secure manner until it is desired to empty them from 
the bag. 
No only does the webbing 44 provide a hem but it pro 
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vides necessary strengthening to the bag to which the 
cuff members 46 and 48 are secured. The cuff members 
are shaped to fit the curved ends and closed portions of 
the inverted U-frame members. As long as the weight 
applied to bag 38 is distributed on these pockets the 
ability of the bag to resist tearing is substantially greater 
than any of the other commercial structures known. 
Additional strength is derived from tapes such as the 
ones 50 and 52 which not only help support the weight 
of the bag on the frame, but also provide an anchor for 
fasteners such as the snaps 54 to secure the pockets 46 
and 48 against accidental dislodgement from the frame. 
In the case of larger units a third webbing may be ap 
plied as shown at 56. It is also supplied with a fastener 
to maintain tension on the webbing substantially equal 
throughout the length of the pockets 43 and 45. Similar 
webbing is provided for the pockets 46 and a portion 
of the fasteners appear facing the inside of the bag 38 as 
seen at 58 for the center webbing. 
FIGURE 2 is a side view of the structure shown as 

placed in FIGURE 1 and illustrates how the bag member 
38, by reason of the pockets 46 and 43 interconnected 
as they are by the webbing hem 44, tends to imit the 
amount of outward movement of the upper, closed ends 
of U-frame members 2 and 0. Also shown clearly 
in this picture is the pivoted bracket 36 which limits pivot 
ing movement of the two U-frame members relative to 
each other. Platform 30 may also be seen clearly sup 
porting the bottom of the bag member 38. In this view 
also the angle provided for the feet members such as the 
one nominated 20 is seen clearly. 

In FIGURE 3 the manner in which frame members 
10 and 12, platform 30 and bag 38 can be collapsed for 
convenient storage or transport is shown clearly. It will 
be noticed that the feet members such as the ones 20 
cross each other to provide a narrow but adequate stance 
to hold the device in an upright position even when col 
lapsed. The bracket 34 which engages the rod 26 is 
also clearly visible in FIGURE 3. 

In FIGURE 4 a detail of the pocket structure is shown. 
The bag member 38 may be seen forming a portion of 
the pocket that is completed by the webbing hem forming 
member 44 with stitching, 60 at the bottom and 62 at 
the top, securing these members together to form the hem 
in which the drawstrings may function. A binding tape 
64 embraces the upper edges of both the webbing tape 44 
and the bag material 38. Simultaneously with the secur 
ing of the tops of the bag material 33 and the tape 44 
stitching 62 also extends through the binding tape 66 
and the material forming the pocket 48 which embraces 
the upper end of frame member 12 shown in section. 
Reinforcing tape 52 also is shown clearly and these are 
secured with a binding tape 68 and conventional stitch 
ing 70. The material that forms the pocket 48 is doubled 
back on itself, is bound by another binding tape 72 to 
gether with the doubled back edge of tape 52 which 
extends up past the fastener 74 which is substantially 
identical to fastener 54 identified in FIGURE 1. The 
binding tape 68 of course extends around the corners of 
the pockets in order to provide a totally secured upper 
hem and this may be seen in both FIGURE 2 and FIG 
URE 3 quite clearly. 
The structure disclosed herein will withstand unbe 

lievably rough usage from janitors and the like in pack 
ing down waste paper and so forth by actually standing 
inside and crushing down the waste material with the 
weight of their bodies. At the same time by merely 
pulling on the ends of the various binding tapes such as 
those designated 52 and 56 in FIGURE 1, the snap 
fasteners are released, and the pocket 48 is made releas 
able from the frame member 12. Similar action will re 
lease pocket 46. The bag portion of the hamper can 
then easily be lifted off the frame and by using the draw 
string 47 and its counterpart, not visible on the other end 
of the bag, pull the bag shut and tie it for transport to a 
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4. 
disposal place. Thus a single frame may serve to hold 
several bags if that is necessary in order to complete one 
clean-up. 

Placing a new bag on the frame is also very simple in 
that it is simply opened up, the pocket members 46 and 
48 dropped over the upper ends of frames 10 and 2 re 
spectively and the fasteners of whatever nature secured. 
The device is then again ready to receive waste. 

It is apparent that many modifications and variations 
of this invention as hereinbefore set forth may be made 
without departing from the spirit and scope thereof. The 
specific embodiments described are given by way of ex 
ample only and the invention is limited only by the terms 
of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A waste collecting cart of the type having a folding 

metal frame having two main inverted U-frame members 
that are pivoted together intermediate of the length of 
their legs whereby they may be spread apart to define a 
generally six-sided polyhedron onto which a bag made 
of pliable material may be secured and held in an open 
position for filling; the improvement comprising, a bag 
having an open top adjacent the frame top, a pocket se 
cured to each side of said bag directly adjacent said in 
verted U-frame members, said pockets embracing the 
upper ends of said U-frame members, means for pre 
venting said pockets from becoming accidentally disen 
gaged from said inverted U-frame members, rod mem 
bers secured to the legs of each inverted U-frame mem 
ber serving to brace the legs, a platform shelf pivoted 
to one of said rod members and legs secured to said plat 
form opposite said pivoted side for engaging the other of 
said rods to both brace said U-frame members in a direc 
tion opposite to the brace rods and also to serve as a 
platform as a support for the bottom of said bag, 

2. A waste collecting cart of the type having a folding 
metal frame having two main inverted U-frame members 
that are pivoted together intermediate of the length of 
their legs whereby they may be spread apart to define 
a generally six-sided polyhedron onto which a bag made 
of pliable material may be secured and held in an open 
position for filling; the improvement comprising, a bag 
having an open top adjacent the frame top, a pocket 
secured to each side of said bag directly adjacent said 
inverted U-frame members, said pockets embracing the 
upper ends of said U-frame members, means for pre 
venting said pockets from becoming accidentally disen 
gaged from said inverted U-frame members, said bag be 
ing reinforced around its top by a webbing forming a hem 
entirely surrounding the top of said bag and drawstrings 
comprising two loops positioned therein; one of said loops 
extending outside of said hem at one end of said bag and 
the other of said loops extending outside said hem at the 
other end of said bag. 

3. The structure of claim 2 in which said means for 
preventing said pockets from accidentally becoming dis 
engaged from said U-frame members comprises webbing 
secured to said pockets and embracing said frame mem 
bers at intervals along the length of said pockets, fasteners 
secured to said webbing; whereby said pockets are sub 
stantially irremovable from said U-frame members unless 
the fasteners are opened. 

4. The frame for supporting a bag comprising, a pair 
of inverted U-members pivoted together intermediate the 
length of their legs; said U-members having closed ends 
and free ends; a brace rod connecting the legs near said 
free ends of one of said U-members together, a second 
brace rod similarly connecting the legs of the other 
U-member together, said U-members being pivoted to 
gether intermediate their closed and free ends; whereby 
their closed ends may be brought adjacent to each other 
and held spaced from each other, means for limiting the 
distance the closed ends can move away from each other, 
a platform member pivoted to one of said brace rods; 
said platform member having downwardly extending 
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bracket members engaging the other of said brace rods 
when said U-members are pivoted with relation to each 
other so as to space their closed ends and their free ends 
apart. 

5. The structure of claim 4 in which there is a bag 
that fits on and encloses the space defined by the upper 
ends of said U-frame members and said platform. 

6. The structure of claim 5 in which said bag is five 
sided and made of flexible material; two sides and the 
bottom of said bag being made of a continuous piece of 
said material and two sides of which are stitched to the 
marginal edges of the two-side portions and bottom por 
tion of said single piece; all of the seams of said bag being 
reinforced by tape. 

6 
7. The structure of claim 6 in which co-operating 

means on said bag and said frame distribute loads applied 
to said bag over at least one-half the top edge of said bag, 
and means for preventing accidental disengagement of 

5 said load distributing means. 
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