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My present invention relates to a skinning ma-
chine which is particularly adapted for skinning
hams, shoulders, jowls, and the like in a quick
and -efficient manner.

One-ebhject of this invention is to provide a ma-
chine- of this character which is comparatively
simple -and inexpensive from .a manufacturing
standpoint.

Another object is to provide a skinning ma-
chine wherein a skin pulling roller and a pres-
sure shoe cooperate with each other to remove the
skin from a ham or the like, the coaction of the
two resulting in a very effective grip on the skin
to insure the removal thereof from the ham in-a
minimum of time with a maximum of conven-
ience.

Still another object is to provide g stripping
means in the form of rods received in peripheral
grooves of the roller hetween serrations on its
surface to form an effective stripping means
without interfering with the gripping of a ekln
between the roller and the shoe.

A further object is to provide a machine of
this character which is readily driven by power
such as an electric motor or the like and which
reduces the manual operations necessary i1o
Joosening onte corner of the skin and then holding
the ham in the proper relation to the serrated
roller and the pressure-shoe, permitting the ham
to: roll during the skinning action until the skin
is completely removed from the clrcu‘nfe:ence of
the-ham.

-Still a further object is to provide an arrange-
ment of parts which facilitates eleaning the ma-~
chine, and, particularly, the mounting of the

pressure shoe and feed table so that they can be

swung away from the skin pulling roller and the
pressure shoe inverted so that all the parts can
be reached readily for cleaning with a brush or
hose and the roller thus left exposed for cleaning,
the stripper rods being mounted on a pin which
can be withdrawn to permit the removal of -all
the stripper rods for separate cleaning and to
facilitate access to the grooves in the roller for
cleaning them.

With these and other objects in view, my in-

vention consists in the construction, arrangement
and combination of the various parts of my skin-
ning machine whereby the objects contemplated
are abtained, as hereinafter more fully set forth,
pointed out in my claims and illustrated in-the
accompanying drawings, wherein:

Fig. 1 is g front elevation of a skinning machine
embodying my. invention. with  poertions. thereof
broken: away to show.constructional details;
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Fig, 2 is an end elevation, also with portions
broken away;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged end view showing the pres-
sure shoe opened for cleaning;

Fig. 4 is a partial plan view of the machine;

Fig. 5 is a sectional view on .the line 5—5 of
g, 4; and

Fig. 6 is a sectional view on the line 6—6. of
Fig. 5.

On the accompanying drawing. I have used the
reference character F to indicate, in. general, a
frame which may be supported as on.a floor sur-
face {8. 'The frame P includes a channel-shaped
top plate 12 on which is mounted a pair of end
piates 14. The end plates 14 have bearings I8
and (8. Journaled in the bearings {6 is a roller
R provided with spaced circular rows. of teethh 20
having. grooves 22 between the teeth. The ends
of the roller are shown in Fig. 6 having spindles
24 journaled in the bearings I8. The bearings {§
may be suitably bushed or provided with ball or
roller type bearings if desired. Befween each end
groove .22 and the bearings (6 I provide a limit-
ing ring 26 which may also be bushed for rotation
on the spindles. 24,

A shaft 28 is mounted. in the bearings {8 and
pivotally supporis a feed piate 30. The feed plate
38, as shown in Fig. 3, has its end adjacent the
roller R beveled and adjustable in height by.an
adjusting screw 32 in_each end plate 14. Lock
nuts 34 are provided to retain the adjustment.

A pressure shoe S is provided which has the
cross-sectional shape shown in Fig. 5, and which
is pivoted on a shaft 36. The shaft 3§ is carried
by bearings 38 of a pair of arms 48, which arms,
in turn, are pivoted at 42 to the side frame 4.

Each.arm 46 has a spring housing 44 in which
is mounted a plunger #5 and a spring £8, with
the spring tending fto push the. plunger down-
wardly in the spring housing. 'To limit the down-
ward movement a stem 98 is provided on the
plunger and lock nuts 52 are threaded on the
stem -so that adjustment. can be had and re-
tained.

The free ends of the arms- 40 are connected to-
gether by shaft 54, which has an eye~plate 5§ de-
pending therefrom into which-a control rod:58
is hooked. The lower end of the control rod:is
pivoied to o foolt pedal 60 for manual control of
the arms, as will hereinafter appear.

The skin pulling roller R is rotated in. any suit-
able manner, as by a chain drive: 82 extending
around a large sprocket 64 on one of the spindles
24 of the roller R and.a-small sprocket 68 on-a
gear reducer G. The gear reducer G is belted,




23,222

3
as by a belt 68, to a motor M of electric or any
suitable type.

The front flange of the top channel 12 of the
frame P has a plurality of notches 78 thersin to
partially receive eyes 72 of stripper rods 4. The
eyes 12 receive a pin T8 having a handle 78 at
one end and passing through a pair of perforated
ears B0 secured to the channel 12 adjacent the
ends of the channel. The stripper rods 74, it
will be noted, are received in the grooves 22 and
extend partially around the roller R (see Pig. 5).
The pin 76 may be withdrawn for permitting the
stripper rods 74 to be removed from the roller R
for cleaning purposes, as will hereinafter appear.

Practical operation

‘In the operation of my skinning machine a
ham, shoulder or jowl indicated 2t H in Fig. 5,
having skin 82 thereon, is first preparad for strip-
ping the skin therefrom by using a knife to loosen
one corner of the skin, The spring plungers 4%
normally keep the arms 40 elevated to the solid
line position shown in Fig. 2, which permits the
shoe 8 to assume the dotted position shown in
Fig. 5. The shoe is concave to partially foliow
the roller R and thereby effect a good grip of the
teeth of the roller with relation to the skin 82.
‘The shoe S has a reduced leading edge which may
be formed by a removable blade 84 having a
square corner gt its lower right edge in Fig. 5,
as distinguished from a knife edge, since the pur-
pose is to strip the skin from the ham without
cutting it, and the edge being formed at substan-

tially 90 degrees effects a good fleshing action on

the skin.

The loose corner of the skin is inserted under
the shoe S and the pedals 60 depressed for mov-
ing the shoe to the solid line position shown in
Fig. 5 so that the teeth of the roller R grip the skin
and progressively skin it from the ham H, rotating
the ham clockwise in Fig. 5 at the same time.
The skin drops onto a deflector 86 which may
deflect it into a conveyor, truck or the like for
disposing of the skins. The skinning operation
will continue until the entire ham is skinned,
whereupon the pedal 60 may be released prepara-
tory to skinning another ham. During the skin-
ning operation the gkin is stripped from the
teeth of the roller R by the stripper rods 74
in a very effective manner.

Depending upon the amount of fat to be left
on the skin and/or the thickness of the skin, the
rod 58 may be adjusted, as by a pair of nuts 88
at its lower end in Fig. 2 so that when the pedal

60 is depressed fully the shoe may be relatively :

close to the teeth 28, as shown in Fig. 5, or spaced
farther therefrom. If the adjustment of the rod
58 is too short the shoe would tend to strike the
feeth 20 if it were not for the limiting rings 26.
These, as shown in Fig. 6, are slightly higher than
the teeth so that the shoe will strike them first,
and the rollers will then remain stationary while
the skin pulling roller R will continue to move, but
without its teeth striking the shoe. ILikewise, the
ends of the feed plate 30 will engage the limit-
ing rings 26 before striking the teeth if the ad-
justment 32 is too low.

With a machine of the character disclosed the
skinning operation is comparatively simple and
can be performed quickly in an efficient manner.
The skin issuing from the machins, of course, is
punctuated with indentations of the teeth 20, but,
ordinarily, the skins of hams and shoulders are
not needed for any useful purpose where such
indentations are objectionable.
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Another important consideration in a machine
of this kind is ease of cleaning. With my arrange-
ment the shoe 8 can be inverted as to the posi-
tion shown by solid lines in Fig. 3 by unhooking
the rod 58 from the eye-plate 56 and swinging
the arms 40 through a movement of about one
half ciréle. This position of the shoe also permits
ready access to the roller R for cleaning it, and
the feed table 30 may be swung around to the
position shown by dotted lines in Fig, 5 for facili-
tating the cleaning of the roller.

The pin T6 may be completely withdrawn so
that all of the stripper rods 74 are free to be un-
hooked from the roller R and separately cleaned,
and this operation also permits of ready access to
the grooves 22 for cleaning them. Thus the ma~
chine can be kept in a sanitary condition with-
out inconvenience in getting at parts which are
hard to clean when assembled in their normal
operating relation to each other.

Some changes may be made in the arrange-
ment and construction of the various parts of my
skinning machine, without departing from the
real spirit and purpose of my invention, and it
is my intention to cover by my claims any mod-
ified forms of structure or use of mechanical
equivalents which may be reasonably included
within their scope. :

I claim as my invention:

1. In a skinning machine, a frame, a serrated
roller journaled thereon, a curved pressure shoe
partially surrounding said roller and forming a
skin pulling means therewith, said pressure shoe
having a reduced leading edge for parting the
skin from an object, a feed table for the object
to feed the skin to the space between the serra-
tions of said roller and said pressure shoe, means
for urging said pressure shoe and said roller to-
ward each other and affording movement of said
pressure shoe and roller apart from each other
to automatically vary the space therebetween
during the skinning operation said roller having
peripheral grooves between the serrations there-
of, and stripping means received in said grooves
and partially surrounding said roller to strip the
skin fom the serrations thereof.

[2. In a skinning machine, a frame, a toothed
roller journaled thereon, a curved pressure shoe
partially surrounding said roller and having a
reduced leading edge for parting the skin from
an object, a table for the object to feed the skin
to the space between the teeth of said roller and
said pressure shoe, said roller having peripheral
grooves between the serrations thereof and strip-
ping means received in said grooves and partially
surrounding said roller to strip the skin from the
teeth of the roller, said table being adjustakle on
said frame toward and away from said roller.]

3. A skinning machine comprising a frame, a
toothed skin pulling roller journaled thereon, a
concave pressure shoe adjacent said roller and
having a reduced leading edge for parting the
skin from an object, pivoted arm means for car-~
rying said shoe, spring means normally spacing
said shoe from said roller, manually controllable
means for swinging said arms to bring said shoe
into close relationship to said roller, said arms
being swingable to a position for spacing said shoe
from said roller and inverting it for cleaning pur-
poses, and a table for supporting an object in
position for feeding of the skin of the object
to the space between said roller and said pres-
sure shoe.

4. In a skinning machine, a frame, a toothed
roller journaled thereon, a pressure shoe adjacent
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said. roller. for parting the.skin: from an object,

a, feed table for supporting the-object in position

for feeding:of the.skin thereof to-the:-space. be-
tween said roller and. said pressure-shoe;, strip-
ping means to strip the skin from said roller com-

prising stripper rods received in grooves of said-

roller and partially surrcunding the same, said
rods having eyes, and a removable pin through
said eyes to normally retain the stripper. rods-in
operative position and to permit their removal for
cleaning purposes when the pin is withdrawn.:

5, In-a skinning machine, a frame, a . toothed

roller journaled thereen and having spaced
grooves, stripper rods in said grooves, limiting
rings of a greater diameter than said roller jour-
naled on the ends of said roller, a pressure shoe

adjacent said roller-and having a reduced leading:
edge for parting the skin from an objeet, said

pressure -shoe being adjustable toward and away
from said roller, a feed table adjustable toward
and away from said roller for feeding the skin
of the object to the space between said roller and
said pressure shoe, said limiting rings being con-
tactable by said shoe and feed table to prevexut
contact thereof with the teeth of said roller, said
stripping means and shoe being capable of spac-
ing from said roller to permit cleaning of the
machine.

6. In a skinning machine, a frame, a toothed
roller journaled thereon; limiting rings of a
greater diameter than said roller journaled on
the ends.of said roiler, a pressure shoe adjacent
said roller for parting the.skin:from: an object,
said pressure shoe being adjustable toward and
away from said roller, a feed table adjustable to-

ward and away from said roller-for feeding the:

skin of the object to the space between said roller
and said-shoe, said limiting rings being contact-
able by said shoe and feed fable:to prevent con-
tact thereof with the teeth of said roller.

7. A skinning machine comprising a-frame,; a
toothed roller-journaled thereon, arms pivoted to
said frame, spring hold-up means for said-arms
and manual depressing means therefor, a pres-

sure shoe carried by said arms adjacent said

roller and having a reduced leading edge for part-
ing the skin from an object, a table for support-
ing the object in position for: feeding of the-skin

thereof: to the space: between said: roller and. said:

pressure shoe, and means to unhook said de-
presser pedal with, relation tosaid arms and per-
mit them to swing said:shoe t¢- 2 cleaning: posi-
tion spaced  from said:roller.

§. A skinning machine: comprising a frame,
a toothed roller journaled thereson, pivoted arms,
spring hold~-up means for said arms-and manual
depressing raeans therefor, a pressure shoe:car-
ried by said arms adjacent said roller and having
a.leading edge for parting the skin-from an ob-
iect, and means to unhock said depresser pedal
with. relation to said arms and permit them- to
swing said shoe to an inverted cleaning position
spaced from said roller’ to permit: access thereto.

. 8. A skinning machine comprising a frame, a

toothed: roller journaled thereon, p1voted arms,:

a. pressure-shoe carried: by said arms adjacent
said: roller.and having a- leading edge for part=
ing the skin from:an object, removable stripping
means for said roller, a depressor pedal for said
arms, and means to unhook said depressor pedal
with relation to said arms-and permit: them-to
swing. said. shoe to-an inverted cleaning position
spaced from: said: roller to permit access: thereto

and to permit removal of:said stripping means.
+ 76s

from- said roller.
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6
10. A ‘skinning .machine comprising a- frame,

a. toothed skin. pulllng ro]ler journaled thereon,

2 .concave pressure shoe adJacent said rolier, the

concave surface of said.pressure-shoe partially

surrounding said roller and cooperable therewith

for forming .a skin pulling means; said pressure

shoe having g reduced leading edge formed there-

on-and carried thereby for: parting the-skin from..
an object, pivoted-arm means: for carrying said-

‘shoe, spring: means-normally spacing said.shoe -

from said roller, means for swinging said arms to
bring. said: shoe:into: close relationship. to said
roller, means for limiting the extent of movement
of said arms.and-shoe toward said roller-and for
thereby maintaining said reduced. leading edge
of said shoe out of contact with-said:roller at all
times, and a table for supporting.an object in
position for feeding-of the skin of the cbject 1o
the space between said roller :and said: pressure -
shoe.

11. A skinning maehine comprising a frame, a.
toothed roller journaled thereen; a pressure shee
adjacent said roller-and movable into and out
of operative position with respect: to said roller,
said pressure shoe when-in said operative posi-
tion partially surrounding said roller and form-
ing a skin.pulling means.therewith,.said pressure
shoe having a reduced-leading edge for parting
the skin from an.object; biasing means urging said
pressure shoe out:of said operative position, man~
ual means for moving said pressure shoe into said
operative position against said:biasing means and
holding it: in said :operative position; means fixed
with respect to said:frame for limiting the extent
of movement-of said;pressure:shoe-into opsrative
position. and for. thereby maintaining said- re-
duced leading edge.out. of.contact with said-rolier
at all times,; a-table-for supporting: an object.in
pogition- for feeding of the.skin.of the cbject
to the space between said. roller and said pres-
sure shoe, and. stripping means to strip the skin
from said roller.

12. A.skinning maechine comprising a frams, a
toothed roller-journaled:thereon, a pressure shoe
adjacent said roller.and movable info.and out of
operative position with respect to said; roller, said
pressure - shoe When in- said -operative pozition
partially -surrounding .said.roller and.forming a
skin puiling. means therewith, said pressure shoe
having . a reduced leading, edge for. parting the
skin from.-an- object,, biasing means urging said
pressure shoe out of said:operative position, man-
ual means for moving said pressure shoe into said
operative position against said biasing means and
holding it in said-operative position, means fized
with’ respect to: said.frame for limiting. the ex-
tent of movement of said pressure shoe into cper- .
ative position-and.for-thereby mainizsining: said
reduced leading edge,out. of contact with said
roller at all-times;. .a: table:for supporting an.
object in position-for.feeding of-the skin of the
objeet to:the space: hetween.said roller and said
pressure-shoe;.said. table-being adjustable on said

frame, means for adjusting the portion of said. -

table adjacent said.reduced leading edge.of the
pressure shoetoward:and away from said reduced.
leading edge, for.accommodating different thick-
nesses of skin, and:stripping means to-strip the
skin from said.roller.

13. A skinning machine of the character dis-
closed- comprising .a. frame, a: serrated roller
journaled: thereom,. a: pressure. shoe partially
surrounding said roller-for parting the skin: from
an ohject; a.feed table for the object, said pres-
sure: shoe: having: a. portion..overhanging: said-
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roller on the side thereof adjacent said table,
said table having one edge disposed adjacent said
roller and below said overhanging portion of
said pressure shoe, said roller having perigheral
grooves bhetween the serrations thereof, and
stripping means to strip from the roller, g skin
removed from the object between the serrations
of the roller and said shoe, said stripping means
having one end removably and swingably secured
on the frame and the other end received in said
grooves and partially surrounding said roller, said
other end of said stripping means being held in
position by said roller.

14. A skinning machine comprising a frams,
a roller journaled thereon, a shoe pivoted on
said frame and movable to operative position
with respect to said roller to form a skin pulling
means therewith, said shoe partially surround-
ing said roller when in operative position, z tabie
mounted on said frame adjacent said roller .for
supporting an object to be skinned, a skinning
blade mounted on said shoe and movable there-
with, said skinning blade being adapted for part-
ing the skin from the object to be skinned, said
skinning blade, when the shoe is in its operative
position, being disposed and having a normal
operating position above and in proximity to
said table, means fixed with respect to said frame
for limiting the extent of movement of said shoe
to operative position and for thereby maintain-
ing said skinning blade out of contact with said
roller and said table, said table being adjustable
to vary the space between said skinning blade
when ifs normal operating position and said table,
and manual means for moving said shoe into its
operative position and thereby said skinning blade
inte its normal operating position.

15. A skinning machine comprising a frame,
a roller journaled thereon, a shoe pivoted on
said frame and movable to operative position
with respect to said roller to form g skin pulling
means therewith, said shoe partially surround-
ing said roller when in operative position, a table
mounted on said frame adjacent said roller for
supporting an object to be skinned, a skinning
blade mounted on said shoe and movable there-
with, said skinning blade bheing adapted for part-
ing the skin from the object to be skinned, said
skinning blade, when said shoe is in its operative
position, being disposed and having normal
operating position above and in proximity to
said table, ssid table being adjustable to vary
the space between said skinning blade when in its
normal cperating position and said table, manual
means for moving said shoe into its operative

position and thereby said skinning blade into-

its normal operating position, means for sdjust-
ably limiting the extent of movement of said
shoe into said operative position, and means for
absolutely limiting the extent of movement of
said shoe into said operative position, said ab-
solute limiting means maintaining said skinning
blade out of contact with said roller and said
table.

16. In a skinning machine, a frame, a pair
of swingable members mounted on the frame, a
toothed roller mounted on the frame generally
between and substantially parallel to the pivot
axes of said swingable members, said mempers
being swingable toward said roller to operating
positions and swingable away from said roller,
the free edges of said swingable members when
in operating positions being adjacent each other
and adjacent said roller, one of said members
having a concave portion whieh, when the mem-
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ber is in its operating position, is in a position in
working engagement with and partially sur-
rounding said toothed roller to form a skin pulling
means therewith, the free edges of said members
cooperating with said skin pulling means to skin
an ohject, said members being adapted to swing
clear of said roller for cleaning purposes.

17. In a skinning machine, s frame, a pair of
swingable members mounted on horizontal axes
on the frame and swingahie into and out of oper-
ating positions, g toothed roller mounted on a
horizontal axis on the frame generally between
and substantially parsllel to the axes of said
swingable members, the free edges of one of said
swingable members when in operating position
being adjacent said rolier, said one swingable
member being adapted to support an object to
be skinned when in operating position, the other
of said swingahle members having a concave por-
tion disposed when the member is in its oper-
ating position, adjacent to and partially sur-
rounding said roller on the upper surface thereof
to form a skin pulling means therewith, the free
edge of said other swingable member, when in
operating position, overlying said roller and being
disposed adjacent to and spaced above the free
edge of sald one swingable member, the free
edges of said swingable members cooperating
with said skin pulling means to skin an object,
and providing g space thercbetween for the pass-
age of the skin when skinned from the object,
said members being adapted to swing clear of
said roller for cleaning purposes.

18. In g skinning machine, a frame, a toothed
roller journalled therson, a pressure shoe pivoted
on the frame movable toward said roller to oper-
ative pesition and away from said roller, said
pressure shoe having a concave portion sur-
rounding a substantial portion of said roller
when said pressure shoe is in cperative position,
said roller and pressure shoe together forming
a skin puliing means, s skinning blade carried
by one peripheral margin of said pressure shoe,
means for urging said pressure shee and said
roller toward each other and affording movement
of said pressure shoe and roller apart from each
other fo automatically vary the space therebe-
tween fo accommodate wvarying thicknesses of
skin during the skinning operation means for
adjustably limiting the extent of movement of
said pressure shoe toward said roiler, and means
fixed with respect o said rolier for absolutely
limiting the extent of movement of said pressure
shoe toward said roller.

18. In a skinning machine, a frame, a toothed
roller mounted on the frame, a presstre shoe
having a concave surface following the curvature
of said roller, means on the frame for movably
mounting said pressure shoe for movement to-
ward said roller into operative position and away
from said rolier, said pressure shoe being pivot-
ally mounted on an axis parallel with the axis of
said roller, the axis of said pressure shoe being
between the peripheral margins of gaid concave
surface, said. concave surface being in close
proximity to said roller and surrounding s sub-
stantial portion thereof when said pressure shoe
is in operative position, s skinning blade carried
by said pressure shoe on one peripheral margin
of said concave surface and facing in the direc-
tion counter to the rotation of said roller, said
roller and concave surface intercooperating to
form a skin pulling means and forming the sole
skin pulling means, said pressure shoe being rock~
able on its axis when in operative position in such,
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8 way that either peripheral margin of said con-
cave surface can recede slightly from said roller
when the other peripheral margin is closely ad-
jacent the roller, said pressure shoe in ail posi-

tions of rocking when in operative position being

so positioned that said concave surface through-
out its peripheral extent is in close proximity
to said roller and thereby is effective through-
out its peripheral extent in conjunction with said
roller for gripping and pulling skin, said skinning
blade being disposed closely adjacent said roller
when said pressure shoe is in operative position
and thereby being closely adjacent the region of
close proximity between said rolier and pressure
shoe, and means operabie on actuation thereof
for yieldingly biasing said pressure shoe into op-
erative position.

20. In a machine for removing skin from meat
pieces, a frame, a rotatable roller mounted on the
frame, a pressure shoe having a concave Sur-
face, said concave surface being in close proximity
to said roller and surrounding a substantial por-
tion thereof when said pressure shoe is in op-
erative position, said pressure shoe having a re-
duced leading edge on said concave surface exr-
tending in the direction counter to the rotation
of said roller for severing the skin from the re-
maining body portion of the meat piece, said Te-
duced leading edge being disposed ciosely adja~
cent said roller, when said pressure shee is in
operative position, and thereby being closely ad-
jacent the region of close proximity belween said
roller and pressure shoe, said roller having o skin
gripping surface thereon cooperating wilth said
concave surface to form the sole skin pulling
means, sqid pressure shoe, when in operative
position, being so positioned that said concave
surface is in such close proximity to said rolier
as to be thereby effective in conjunction with said
roller for firmly gripping and positively pulling
and feeding the skin for effecting severance of
the skin from the meat piece and permitting the
remaining body portion of said meat piece to
move freely for accommodaiing the skinning
action.

21. A machine for removing skin jrom an ob-
ject comprising a frame, a driven rotatable roller
journalled in said frame, a pressure shoe mounted
on said frame, said pressure shoe having a re-
duced leading edge adjacent the roller for part-
ing the skin from said object, said pressure shoe
having a concave portion surrounding a substan-
tial portion of said roller and closely spaced
therefrom when said pressure shoe is in the posi~

tion it assumes during the skinning operalion,.
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said roller having a skin gripping surface thereon
cooperating with said pressure shoe fo pull said
Skin past said leading edge, and means for urging
‘said pressure shoe and said roller ioward each

Jother and affording movement of said pressure
‘$hoe and roller apart jrom each other to auto-
matically vary the space therebeitween to accomn-

‘inodate varying thicknesses of skin during the
removal of the skin from said object.

22. A machine for removing skin from an ob-
ject comprising a frame, ¢ driven rotatable roller
journalled in said frame, a pressure shoe mounted
on said frame, said pressure shoe having a re-
duced leading edge adjacent the roller for part-
ing the skin jrom said object, said pressure shoe
having a concave portion surrounding a substan-

- tial portion of said roller and closely spaced there-
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from when said pressure shoe is in the position
it assumes during the skinning operation, said
roller having a skin gripping surjace thereon co-
operating with said pressure shoe to pull said
skin past seid leading edge, and means for urg-
ing said pressure shoe toward said roller and
affording movement of said pressure shoe cway

, from said roller to automatically vary the space

therecbetween to accommodale varying thick-
nesses of skin during the removal of the skin from
said object.

RAY T. TOWNSEND.
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