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A picture quality when reducing the brightness or the contrast of
the picture on a plasma panel (1) shall be improved. For this purpose
there is provided a driving apparatus including brightness/contrast
control means (5) for receiving video input data for modifying the
video levels of the video input data in accordance with external
adjustment data and for outputting modified video data. First power
measurement means (10) measure a power level of the modified video
data and supply a first power level. Second power measurement

. means (11) measure a power level of the video input data and supply a
second power level. Generator means (12) generate a third power
level comprised between the first power level and the second power
level or equal to the largér one to data processing means (6, 7, 8, 9).
The data processing means (6, 7, 8, 9) calculate the maximum number
of sustain pulses per frame applicable to the modified video data on
the basis of the third power level and control the display of the
modified video data on the plasma display panel (1).Thus, the number
of gray levels can be increased and the picture quality improves
significantly.

® (Fig.4)
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