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Description

[0001] The present specification relates to a smoking article comprising an aerosol-forming substrate for generating
an inhalable aerosol when heated by an internal heating element of an aerosol-generating device. The specification also
relates to a method of using such a smoking article.

[0002] A number of smoking articles in which tobacco is heated rather than combusted have been proposed in the
art. One aim of such ’heated’ smoking articles is to reduce known harmful smoke constituents of the type produced by
the combustion and pyrolytic degradation of tobacco in conventional cigarettes.

[0003] Typically in such heated smoking articles, an aerosol is generated by the transfer of heat from a heat source
to a physically separate aerosol-forming substrate or material, which may be located within, around or downstream of
the heat source. During smoking, volatile compounds are released from the aerosol-forming substrate by heat transfer
from the heat source and entrained in air drawn through the smoking article. As the released compounds cool, they
condense to form an aerosol that is inhaled by the user.

[0004] Anumberof priorartdocuments disclose aerosol-generating devices for consuming or smoking heated smoking
articles. Such devices include, for example, electrically heated aerosol-generating devices in which an aerosol is gen-
erated by the transfer of heat from one or more electrical heating elements of the aerosol-generating device to the
aerosol-forming substrate of a heated smoking article. One advantage of such electric smoking systems is that they
significantly reduce sidestream smoke, while permitting a user to selectively suspend and reinitiate smoking.

[0005] An example of an electrically heated cigarette used in an electrical smoking system is disclosed in US
2005/01722976 A1. In one embodiment, the electrically heated cigarette comprises a tobacco rod and a filter tipping
joined together by tipping paper. The tobacco rod includes a tobacco web folded into a tubular form about a free-flow
filter at one end and a tobacco plug at the other end. A void is between the free-flow filter and the tobacco plug. The
void is an unfilled portion of the tobacco rod and is in fluid communication with the filter tipping through the free flow
filter. The electrically heated cigarette is constructed to be inserted into and a cigarette receiver of a reusable lighter of
an electrical smoking system. The lighter includes a power source that supplies energy to a heater fixture including a
plurality of electrically resistive heating elements, which are arranged to slidingly receive the cigarette such that the
heating elements are positioned alongside the cigarette.

[0006] Asdescribedabove,the electrically heated cigarette disclosed in US 2005/01722976 A1 is for use in an electrical
smoking system comprising a plurality of external heating elements. As well as electrical smoking systems comprising
aerosol-generating devices with external heating elements, electrical smoking systems comprising aerosol-generating
devices with internal heating elements are also known. In use, the internal heating elements of the aerosol-generating
devices of such electrical smoking systems are inserted into the aerosol-forming substrate of a heated smoking article
such that the internal heating elements are in direct contact with the aerosol-forming substrate.

[0007] Direct contact between an internal heating element of an aerosol-generating device and the aerosol-forming
substrate of a heated smoking article can provide an efficient means for heating the aerosol-forming substrate to form
an inhalable aerosol. In such a configuration, heat from the internal heating element may be conveyed almost instanta-
neously to at least a portion of the aerosol-forming substrate when the internal heating element is actuated, and this
may facilitate the rapid generation of an aerosol. Furthermore, the overall heating energy required to generate an aerosol
may be lower than would be the case in a smoking system comprising an external heater element where the aerosol-
forming substrate does notdirectly contact the external heating element and initial heating of the aerosol-forming substrate
occurs by convection or radiation. Where an internal heating element of an aerosol-generating device is in direct contact
with an aerosol-forming substrate, initial heating of portions of the aerosol-forming substrate that are in direct contact
with the internal heating element will be effected by conduction.

[0008] However, aswell as the potential advantage described above there are also potential disadvantages associated
with the use of electric smoking systems comprising aerosol-generating devices with internal heating elements.
[0009] During insertion of a heated smoking article into an aerosol-generating device comprising an internal heating
element a user may be required to apply significant force in order to overcome the resistance of the aerosol-forming
substrate of the heated smoking article to insertion of the internal heating element of the aerosol-generating device. This
may damage one or both of the heated smoking article and the internal heating element of the aerosol-generating device.
[0010] In addition, the application of significant force during insertion of the internal heating element of the aerosol-
generating device into the aerosol-forming substrate of the heated smoking article may displace the aerosol-forming
substrate within the heated smoking article. This may result in the internal heating element not being fully inserted into
the aerosol-forming substrate, which may lead to uneven and inefficient heating of the aerosol-forming substrate of the
heated smoking article.

[0011] Forexample, insertion of an electrically heated cigarette as disclosed in US 2005/01722976 A1 into an aerosol-
generating device with an internal heating element will result in displacement of the tobacco plug towards the free flow
filter into the void between the free-flow filter and the tobacco plug.

[0012] WO2008/015441 discloses a device for delivering volatilised material. The device includes a heat transfer
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device, such as a heat pipe. In some embodiments the heat transfer device may penetrate a source of volatilizable
material such as tobacco and a filter may be located immediately downstream of the tobacco.

[0013] EP 2 395 520 A1 discloses a non-combustion smoking tool comprising a slender heater having a sharp end
which is directly inserted into a commercially available cigarette or cigar to directly heat the tobacco leaves of the cigarette
or cigar. EP 2 395 520 A1 discloses that to enable a smoker to smoothly insert the heater into a general filter cigarette
having a diameter of 8mm the diameter of the heater is required to be 2.3mm or smaller and that attempts to insert
heaters having a diameter greater than 2.3mm into a general filter cigarette having a diameter of 8mm results in defor-
mation of the outline of the filter cigarette or tearing of the paper of the filter cigarette.

[0014] However, while reducing the diameter of an internal heating element as described in EP 2 395 520 A1 facilitates
insertion of the internal heating element into the aerosol-forming substrate of a heated smoking article, there are also
potential disadvantages associated with the use of electric smoking systems comprising aerosol-generating devices
with slender internal heating elements.

[0015] Reducing the diameter of the internal heating element relative to the diameter of the aerosol-forming substrate
of the heated smoking article adversely affects heat dissipation through the aerosol-forming substrate, which is critical
to the generation of a satisfactory aerosol.

[0016] The present specification relates to a smoking article and a method of using a smoking article. In particular,
the present specification relates to a smoking article comprising an aerosol-forming substrate for generating an inhalable
aerosol when heated by an internal heating element of an aerosol-generating device. The specification also relates to
a method of using such a smoking article with an aerosol-generating device comprising an internal heating element.
[0017] According to a first aspect, there is provided a smoking article for use in an aerosol-generating device, the
smoking article comprising: an aerosol-forming substrate located at an extreme upstream end of the smoking article;
and a support element located immediately downstream of the aerosol-forming substrate. The support element abuts
the aerosol-forming substrate and the aerosol-forming substrate comprises a gathered crimped sheet of homogenised
tobacco material having a plurality of substantially parallel ridges or corrugations, the substantially parallel ridges or
corrugations extending along or parallel to the longitudinal axis of the smoking article such that the smoking article is
configured to be penetrable by a heating element of an aerosol-generating device having a diameter of between about
40 percent and about 70 percent of the diameter of the aerosol-forming substrate without bending of the smoking article
by more than 7 degrees relative to the longitudinal axis of the smoking article and without tearing or ripping of an outer
wrapper of the smoking article.. The support element abuts the aerosol-forming substrate and is configured to resist
downstream movement of the aerosol-forming substrate during insertion of the heating element of the aerosol-generating
device into the aerosol-forming substrate.

[0018] According to another aspect, there is provided a method of using a smoking article according to the first aspect
with an aerosol-generating device, the method comprising the steps of: inserting a heating element of an aerosol-
generating device into the aerosol-forming substrate of the smoking article wherein the heating element has a diameter
of between about 40 percent and about 70 percent of the diameter of the aerosol-forming substrate; raising the temper-
ature of the heating element of the aerosol-generating device to heat the aerosol-forming substrate of the smoking article
to generate an aerosol; and withdrawing the heating element of the aerosol-generating device from the aerosol-forming
substrate of the smoking article.

[0019] Accordingto another aspect, there is provided an aerosol-generating system comprising: an aerosol-generating
device comprising a heating element; and a smoking article for use with the aerosol-generating device, the smoking
article comprising:

an aerosol-forming substrate located at an extreme upstream end of the smoking article; and a support element
located immediately downstream of the aerosol-forming substrate. The support element abuts the aerosol-forming
substrate and the aerosol-forming substrate comprises a gathered crimped sheet of homogenised tobacco material
having a plurality of substantially parallel ridges or corrugations, the substantially parallel ridges or corrugations
extending along or parallel to the longitudinal axis of the smoking article such that the smoking article is configured
to be penetrable by a heating element of an aerosol-generating device having a diameter of between about 40
percent and about 70 percent of the diameter of the aerosol-forming substrate without bending of the smoking article
by more than 7 degrees relative to the longitudinal axis of the smoking article and without tearing or ripping of an
outer wrapper of the smoking article.. The support element abuts the aerosol-forming substrate and is configured
to resist downstream movement of the aerosol-forming substrate during insertion of the heating element of the
aerosol-generating device into the aerosol-forming substrate.

[0020] According to a further aspect, there is provided a method of making a smoking article for use in an aerosol-
generating device, the method comprising: providing an aerosol-forming substrate; providing a support element imme-
diately downstream of the aerosol-forming substrate; and wrapping the aerosol-forming substrate and the supportelement
in an outer wrapper to form a smoking article such that the aerosol-forming substrate is located at an extreme upstream
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end of the smoking article and the support element abuts the aerosol-forming substrate. The aerosol-forming substrate
is configured to be penetrable by a heating element of an aerosol-generating device having a diameter of between about
40 percent and about 70 percent of the diameter of the aerosol-forming substrate without substantial deformation of the
smoking article.

[0021] As used herein, the term ’aerosol-forming substrate’ is used to describe a substrate capable of releasing upon
heating volatile compounds, which can form an aerosol. The aerosols generated from aerosol-forming substrates of
smoking articles described herein may be visible or invisible and may include vapours (for example, fine particles of
substances, which are in a gaseous state, that are ordinarily liquid or solid at room temperature) as well as gases and
liquid droplets of condensed vapours.

[0022] As used herein, the terms ’'upstream’, ’"downstream’, proximal’ and ’distal’ are used to describe the relative
positions of elements, or portions of elements, of smoking articles aerosol-generating devices and aerosol-generating
systems according to the invention.

[0023] Smoking articles as described herein comprise a proximal end through which in use an aerosol exits the aerosol-
generating article. The proximal end may also be referred to as the mouth end. In use, a user draws on the proximal or
mouth end of the smoking article in order to inhale an aerosol generated by the smoking article. The smoking article
comprises a distal end opposed to the proximal or mouth end. The proximal or mouth end of the smoking article may
also be referred to as the downstream end and the distal end of the smoking article may also be referred to as the
upstream end. Components, or portions of components, of the smoking article may be described as being upstream or
downstream of one another based on their relative positions between the proximal or downstream end and the distal or
upstream end of the smoking article.

[0024] As used herein the term ’extreme upstream end’ is used to describe the outermost or farthest upstream portion
of the smoking article.

[0025] As used herein the term ’diameter’ is used to refer to the maximum transverse dimension of elements, or
portions of elements, of smoking articles aerosol-generating devices and aerosol-generating systems according to the
invention. For the avoidance of doubt, as used herein the term ’diameter’ may refer to the 'width’ of elements, or portions
of elements, of smoking articles aerosol-generating devices and aerosol-generating systems according to the invention
of non-circular transverse cross-section.

[0026] As used herein the term ’longitudinal’ is used to describe the direction between the downstream or proximal
end and opposed upstream or distal end of smoking articles, aerosol-generating devices and aerosol-generating systems
according to the invention and the term ’transverse’ is used to describe the direction perpendicular to the longitudinal
direction.

[0027] Forthe avoidance of doubt, in the following description the term *heating element’ is used to mean one or more
heating elements.

[0028] Inclusion of a support element immediately downstream of and abutting the aerosol-forming substrate of the
smoking article provides a number of advantages.

[0029] In preferred embodiments, the support element is configured to resist downstream movement of the aerosol-
forming substrate during insertion of the heating element of the aerosol-generating device into the aerosol-forming
substrate.

[0030] The insertion force experienced by the smoking article as it is inserted into the aerosol-generating device by a
user may be divided into three parts: friction force, penetration force and crush force.

[0031] As the smoking article is initially inserted into the aerosol-generating device and prior to the heating element
of the aerosol-generating device being inserted into the aerosol-forming substrate of the smoking article, the insertion
force is dominated by the force required to overcome friction due to interference between the exterior surface of the
smoking article and the interior surface of the aerosol-generating device. As used herein, the term *friction force’ is used
to describe the maximum insertion force prior to insertion of the heating element of the aerosol-generating device into
the aerosol-forming substrate of the smoking article.

[0032] As the smoking article is inserted further into the aerosol-generating device and prior to the smoking article
reaching a position of maximum insertion, the insertion force is dominated by the force required to overcome resistance
of the aerosol-forming substrate of the smoking article to insertion of the internal heating element of the aerosol-generating
device.

[0033] As used herein, the term ’penetration force’ is used to describe the maximum insertion force during insertion
of the heating element into the aerosol-forming substrate of the smoking article and prior to the smoking article reaching
a position of maximum insertion.

[0034] Once the smoking article reaches a point of maximum insertion, the insertion force is dominated by the force
required to deform the smoking article. At the position of maximum insertion, the extreme upstream end of the smoking
article may come into contact with a surface, for example a bottom or rear surface, of the aerosol-generating device,
which prevents the smoking article from being inserted further into the aerosol-generating device.

[0035] As used herein, the term ’crush force’ is used to describe the maximum insertion force after the smoking article
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reaches a point of maximum insertion.

[0036] The support element of the smoking article resists the penetration force experienced by the smoking article
during insertion of the internal heating element of the aerosol-generating device into the aerosol-forming substrate.
[0037] The insertion force required to insert a heating element into a aerosol-forming substrate where the heating
element has a diameter of between about 40 percent and about 70 percent of the diameter of the aerosol-forming
substrate is greater than the insertion force required to insert a heating element into a aerosol-forming substrate where
the heating element has a smaller diameter relative to the diameter of the aerosol-forming substrate.

[0038] In one embodiment, the support element is configured to resist a penetration force of at least 2.5 N during
insertion of the heating element of the aerosol-generating device into the aerosol-forming substrate. The support element
may be configured to resist a penetration force of between about 2.5 N and about 10 N during insertion of the heating
element of the aerosol-generating device into the aerosol-forming substrate.

[0039] In another embodiment, the support element is configured to resist a penetration force of at least 4 N during
insertion of the heating element of the aerosol-generating device into the aerosol-forming substrate. The support element
may be configured to resist a penetration force of between about 4 N and about 10 N during insertion of the heating
element of the aerosol-generating device into the aerosol-forming substrate.

[0040] The support element of the smoking article resists downstream movement of the aerosol-forming substrate
within the smoking article during insertion of the heating element of the aerosol-generating device into the aerosol-
forming substrate.

[0041] This may help to ensure that the heating element of the aerosol-generating device fully inserted into the aerosol-
forming substrate and so avoid uneven and inefficient heating of the aerosol-forming substrate of the heated smoking
article.

[0042] In one embodiment, the support element has a fracture force of at least 40 N, for example a fracture force of
at least 45 N or at least 50 N. The fracture force is measured by conditioning the support element for at least 24 hours
at 22 * 2 degrees Celsius and 50 = 5 % relative humidity and then compressing the support element to fracture at a
constant compression rate using a Instron® 5565 series or equivalent tensile test machine with a 100 N load cell. The
test starts when a pre-load of 0.5 MPa is measured and finishes when the load has dropped to 60 % of the maximum
load. The fracture force is the maximum force recorded during the test.

[0043] The support element may be formed from any suitable material or combination of materials. For example, the
support element may be formed from one or more materials selected from the group consisting of; cellulose acetate;
cardboard; crimped paper, such as crimped heat resistant paper or crimped parchment paper; and polymeric materials,
such as low density polyethylene (LDPE). In one embodiment, the support element may be formed from cellulose acetate.
[0044] The support element may comprise a hollow tubular element. In one embodiment, the support element may
comprise a hollow cellulose acetate tube.

[0045] The support element may have a length of between approximately 5 millimetres and approximately 15 mm,
more preferably between approximately 6 millimetres and approximately 10 mm. Inone embodiment, the support element
has a length of approximately 8 millimetres.

[0046] As used herein, the term ’length’ is used to describe the dimension in the longitudinal direction of the smoking
article.

[0047] The support element has an external diameter that is approximately equal to the external diameter of the
smoking article.

[0048] The support element may have an external diameter of between approximately 5 millimetres and approximately
12 millimetres. In one embodiment, the support element may have an external diameter of approximately 7.2 millimetres.
[0049] Where the support element comprises a hollow tubular element, the support element may have an internal
diameter of between approximately 3 millimetres and approximately 8 millimetres. In certain embodiments, the support
element may have an internal diameter of between approximately 3 millimetres and approximately 4 millimetres. In one
embodiment, the support element may have an internal diameter of approximately 3.3 millimetres. In other embodiments,
the support element may have an internal diameter of between approximately 6.5 millimetres and approximately 7.5
millimetres. In one embodiment, the support element may have an internal diameter of approximately 6.9 millimetres.
[0050] Support elements comprising a hollow tubular element allow volatile compounds released from the aerosol-
forming substrate by heat transfer from the heating element of the aerosol-generating device to pass downstream through
the hollow tubular element while also resisting downstream movement of the aerosol-forming substrate during insertion
of the heating element of the aerosol-generating device into the aerosol-forming substrate

[0051] Where the support element comprises a hollow tubular element, the velocity of aerosol passing downstream
through the support element is dependent on the internal diameter of the hollow tubular element.

[0052] Asdescribed further below, the smoking article may comprise a transfer element comprising an aerosol-cooling
element or heat exchanger located between the support element and a mouthpiece located at the extreme downstream
end of the smoking article. The velocity of aerosol passing downstream through the support element may affect the
efficiency of heat exchange between the aerosol and the aerosol-cooling element or heat exchanger.
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[0053] Where the support element comprises a hollow tubular element, the internal diameter of the hollow tubular
element may be between about 35 percent and about 98 percent of the external diameter of the hollow tubular element.
In certain embodiments, the internal diameter of the hollow tubular element may be between about 35 percent and about
55 percent of the external diameter of the hollow tubular element. In other embodiments, the internal diameter of the
hollow tubular element may be between about 90 percent and about 98 percent of the external diameter of the hollow
tubular element.

[0054] The aerosol-forming substrate is configured to be penetrable by a heating element of an aerosol-generating
device having a diameter of between about 40 percent and about 70 percent of the diameter of the aerosol-forming
substrate.

[0055] The aerosol-forming substrate is configured to be penetrable by a heating element of an aerosol-generating
device having a diameter of between about 40 percent and about 70 percent of the diameter of the aerosol-forming
substrate without substantial deformation of the smoking article.

[0056] As used herein the term ’substantial deformation’ is used to describe one or more of bending of the smoking
article by more than about 7 degrees relative to the longitudinal axis of the smoking article and tearing or ripping of an
outer wrapper of the smoking article.

[0057] In preferred embodiments, the support element is resistant to the maximum temperature to which it is exposed
at an interface during use of the smoking article in an aerosol-generating device. As used herein the term ’interface’ is
used to described a plane or point of contact abutting an end of the support element.

[0058] In the exemplary embodiment illustrated in Figure 1, a first interface 82 is the plane between the upstream end
of support element 30 and the downstream end of aerosol-forming substrate 20 and a second interface 84 is the plane
between the downstream end of support element 30 and the upstream end of transfer section 40.

[0059] In the exemplary embodiment illustrated in Figure 5, a first interface 82 is the plane between the upstream end
of support element 30 and the downstream end of aerosol-forming substrate 20 and a second interface is the plane
between the downstream end of support element 30 and the upstream end of the remainder of smoking article 200.
[0060] In certain embodiments, the support element is resistant to exposure to a temperature of at least about 100°C
for a period at least about 5 minutes. In preferred embodiments, the support element is resistant to exposure to a
temperature of atleast about 120 °C for a period at least about 5 minutes. In particularly preferably preferred embodiments,
the support element is resistant to exposure to a temperature of at least about 150 °C for a period at least about 6 minutes.
[0061] As used herein the term ’resistant to exposure to a temperature’ is used to describe a support element that
maintains mechanical and structural integrity upon exposure to the specified temperature for a specified period of time.
In particular, the term ’resistant to exposure to a temperature’ is used to describe a support element that does not ignite,
combust, melt, decompose or degrade upon exposure to the specified temperature for a specified period of time.
[0062] The aerosol-forming substrate may be a solid aerosol-forming substrate. Alternatively, the aerosol-forming
substrate may comprise both solid and liquid components. The aerosol-forming substrate may comprise an aerosol-
forming material containing tobacco. Alternatively, the aerosol-forming substrate may comprise a non-tobacco containing
aerosol-forming material. The aerosol-forming substrate may further comprise an aerosol former. Examples of suitable
aerosol formers include, but are not limited to, glycerine and propylene glycol.

[0063] The aerosol-forming substrate may have an aerosol former content of between approximately 5% w/w and
approximately 30% w/w. The aerosol-forming substrate may have an aerosol former contentof greater than approximately
5% wiw. In one embodiment, the aerosol-forming substrate has an aerosol former content of approximately 20% w/w.
[0064] If the aerosol-forming substrate is a solid aerosol-forming substrate, the solid aerosol-forming substrate may
comprise, for example, one or more of; powder, granules, pellets, shreds, strands, strips or sheets containing one or
more of: herb leaf, tobacco leaf, tobacco ribs, expanded tobacco and homogenised tobacco.

[0065] The solid aerosol-forming substrate may be in the form of a plug comprising an aerosol-forming material cir-
cumscribed by a paper or other wrapper and. Where an aerosol-forming substrate is in the form of a plug, the entire
plug including any wrapper is considered to be the aerosol-forming substrate.

[0066] Optionally, the solid aerosol-forming substrate may contain tobacco or non-tobacco volatile flavour compounds,
which are released upon heating of the solid aerosol-forming substrate. The solid aerosol-forming substrate may also
contain capsules that, for example, include additional tobacco or non-tobacco volatile flavour compounds and such
capsules may melt during heating of the solid aerosol-forming substrate.

[0067] Optionally, the solid aerosol-forming substrate may be provided on or embedded in a thermally stable carrier.
The carrier may take the form of powder, granules, pellets, shreds, strands, strips or sheets. The solid aerosol-forming
substrate may be deposited on the surface of the carrier in the form of, for example, a sheet, foam, gel or slurry. The
solid aerosol-forming substrate may be deposited on the entire surface of the carrier, or alternatively, may be deposited
in a pattern in order to provide a non-uniform flavour delivery during use.

[0068] In one embodiment, the aerosol-forming substrate comprises homogenised tobacco material.

[0069] Asusedherein, theterm’homogenisedtobacco material’ denotes a material formed by agglomerating particulate
tobacco.
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[0070] The aerosol-forming substrate may comprise a gathered sheet of homogenised tobacco material.

[0071] As used herein, the term ’sheet’ denotes a laminar element having a width and length substantially greater
than the thickness thereof.

[0072] As used herein, the term 'gathered’ is used to describe a sheet that is convoluted, folded, or otherwise com-
pressed or constricted substantially transversely to the longitudinal axis of the smoking article.

[0073] The sheet of homogenised tobacco material may be crimped.

[0074] As used herein, the term ‘crimped’ denotes a sheet having a plurality of substantially parallel ridges or corru-
gations. Preferably, when the smoking article has been assembled, the substantially parallel ridges or corrugations
extend along or parallel to the longitudinal axis of the smoking article.

[0075] The heating element may be any suitable heating element capable of being inserted into the aerosol-forming
substrate of the smoking article. For example, the heating element may be in the form of a pin or blade.

[0076] The heating element may have a tapered, pointed or sharpened end to facilitate insertion of the heating element
into the aerosol-forming substrate of the smoking article.

[0077] The smoking article may be substantially elongate. The smoking article may be substantially cylindrical in shape.
[0078] The aerosol-forming substrate may be substantially elongate. The aerosol-forming substrate may be substan-
tially cylindrical in shape.

[0079] The smoking article may have a total length of between approximately 30 millimetres and approximately 100
millimetres. In one embodiment, the smoking article has a total length of approximately 45 millimetres.

[0080] The smoking article may have an external diameter of between approximately 5 millimetres and approximately
12 millimetres. In one embodiment, the smoking article may have an external diameter of approximately 7.2 millimetres.
[0081] The aerosol-forming substrate may have a length of between approximately 7 millimetres and approximately
15 mm. In one embodiment, the aerosol-forming substrate may have a length of approximately 10 millimetres. In an
alternative embodiment, the aerosol-forming substrate may have a length of approximately 12 millimetres.

[0082] The aerosol-forming substrate preferably has an external diameter that is approximately equal to the external
diameter of the smoking article.

[0083] The aerosol-forming substrate may have an external diameter of between approximately 5 millimetres and
approximately 12 millimetres. In one embodiment, the aerosol-forming substrate may have an external diameter of
approximately 7.2 millimetres.

[0084] The smoking article may comprise a mouthpiece located at the extreme downstream end of the smoking article.
As used herein the term ’extreme downstream end’ is used to describe the outermost or farthest downstream portion of
the smoking article.

[0085] The mouthpiece may comprise a filter. The filter may be formed from one or more suitable filtration materials.
Many such filtration materials are known in the art. In one embodiment, the mouthpiece may comprise a filter formed
from cellulose acetate tow.

[0086] The mouthpiece may have a length of between approximately 5 millimetres and approximately 14 millimetres.
In one embodiment, the mouthpiece may have a length of approximately 7 millimetres.

[0087] The smoking article may comprise a transfer element or spacer element located downstream of the support
element. The transfer element may be located immediately downstream of the support element and abut the support
element.

[0088] The transfer element may be located between the support element and a mouthpiece located at the extreme
downstream end of the smoking article.

[0089] The transfer element may have a length of between approximately 5 millimetres and approximately 25 milli-
metres, more preferably of between approximately 16 millimetres and approximately 22 millimetres. In one embodiment,
the transfer element may have a length of approximately 18 millimetres.

[0090] Thetransfer element may comprise an aerosol-cooling elementor heat exchanger. The aerosol-cooling element
may comprise a plurality of longitudinally extending channels.

[0091] In some embodiments, the aerosol-cooling element may comprise a gathered sheet of material selected from
the group consisting of metallic foil, polymeric material, and substantially non-porous paper or cardboard. In some
embodiments, the aerosol-cooling element may comprise a gathered sheet of material selected from the group consisting
of polyethylene (PE), polypropylene (PP), polyvinylchloride (PVC), polyethylene terephthalate (PET), polylactic acid
(PLA), cellulose acetate (CA), and aluminium foil.

[0092] In one embodiment, the aerosol-cooling element may comprise a gathered sheet of biodegradable polymeric
material, such as polylactic acid or a grade of Mater-Bi® (a commercially available family of starch based copolyesters).
[0093] The aerosol-cooling element may have a total surface area of between approximately 300 square millimetres
per millimetre length and approximately 1000 square millimetres per millimetre length. In one embodiment, the aerosol-
cooling element has a total surface area of approximately 500 square millimetres per millimetre length.

[0094] The aerosol-forming substrate and the support element and any other elements of the smoking article may be
circumscribed by an outer wrapper. The outer wrapper may be formed from any suitable material or combination of
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materials. In one embodiment, the outer wrapper is a cigarette paper.

[0095] According to another aspect, there is provided a method of using a smoking article in an aerosol-generating
device, the smoking article comprising: an aerosol-forming substrate located at an extreme upstream end of the smoking
article; and a support element located immediately downstream of the aerosol-forming substrate, wherein the support
elementabuts the aerosol-forming substrate. The method comprises: inserting a heating elementof an aerosol-generating
device into the aerosol-forming substrate of the smoking article; raising the temperature of the heating element of the
aerosol-generating device to heat the aerosol-forming substrate of the smoking article to generate an aerosol; and
withdrawing the heating element of the aerosol-generating device from the aerosol-forming substrate of the smoking
article.

[0096] According to another aspect, there is provided a method of using an aerosol-generating system, the aerosol-
generating system comprising: an aerosol-generating device comprising a heating element; and a smoking article for
use with the aerosol-generating device, the smoking article comprising: an aerosol-forming substrate located at an
extreme upstream end of the smoking article, wherein the aerosol-forming substrate is penetrable by the heating element
of the aerosol-generating device; and a support element located immediately downstream of the aerosol-forming sub-
strate, wherein the support element abuts the aerosol-forming substrate. The method comprises inserting the heating
elementofthe aerosol-generating device into the aerosol-forming substrate of the smoking article; raising the temperature
of the heating element of the aerosol-generating device to heat the aerosol-forming substrate of the smoking article to
generate an aerosol; and withdrawing the heating element of the aerosol-generating device from the aerosol-forming
substrate of the smoking article.

[0097] The resistance to draw (RTD) of the smoking article after insertion of the heating element may be between
approximately 80 mm WG and approximately 140 mm WG.

[0098] As used herein, resistance to draw is expressed with the units of pressure ‘'mm WG’ or ‘'mm of water gauge’
and is measured in accordance with ISO 6565:2002.

[0099] Features described in relation to one aspect or embodiment may also be applicable to other aspects and
embodiments. For example, features described in relation to smoking articles and systems described above may also
be used in conjunction with methods of using smoking articles and systems described above.

[0100] Specific embodiments will now be described with reference to the figures, in which:

Figure 1 is a schematic cross-sectional diagram of an embodiment of a smoking article for use with an aerosol
generating-device;

Figure 2 is a schematic cross-sectional diagram of an embodiment of an aerosol-generating system comprising an
aerosol-generating device comprising aninternal heating elementand a smoking article according to the embodiment
illustrated in Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a schematic cross-sectional diagram of an embodiment of an aerosol-generating device comprising an
internal heating element for use with a smoking article according to the embodiment shown in Figure 1;

Figure 4 is a graph showing insertion force as a function of insertion distance during insertion of smoking articles
according to the embodiment shown in Figure 1 into the aerosol-generating device shown in Figure 3;

Figure 5 is a schematic cross-sectional diagram of the aerosol-forming substrate and support element of an em-
bodiment of a smoking article for use with an aerosol generating-device; and

Figure 6 is a schematic view of the support element of the smoking article according to the embodiment illustrated
in Figure 5.

[0101] Figure 1 illustrates a smoking article 10 according to an embodiment. The smoking article 10 comprises four
elements arranged in coaxial alignment: an aerosol-forming substrate 20, a support element 30, a transfer section 40,
and a mouthpiece 50. These four elements are arranged sequentially and are circumscribed by an outer wrapper 60 to
form the smoking article 10. The smoking article 10 has a mouth end 70, which a user inserts into his or her mouth
during use, and a distal end 80 located at the opposite end of the smoking article 10 to the mouth end 70.

[0102] In use air is drawn through the smoking article by a user from the distal end 80 to the mouth end 70. The distal
end 80 of the smoking article may thus also be described as the upstream end of the smoking article 10 and the mouth
end 70 of the smoking article 10 may also be described as the downstream end of the smoking article 10. Elements of
the smoking article 10 located between the mouth end 70 and the distal end 80 can be described as being upstream of
the mouth end 70 or, alternatively, downstream of the distal end 80.

[0103] The aerosol-forming substrate 20 is located at the extreme distal or upstream end of the smoking article 10. In
the embodimentillustrated in Figure 1, aerosol-forming substrate 20 comprises a gathered sheet of crimped homogenised
tobacco material circumscribed by awrapper. The crimped sheet of homogenised tobacco material comprises comprising
glycerine as an aerosol-former.

[0104] The support element 30 is located immediately downstream of the aerosol-forming substrate 20 and abuts the
aerosol-forming substrate 20 along a first interface 82, which is the plane between the upstream end of support element
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30 and the downstream end of aerosol-forming substrate 20.

[0105] In the embodiment shown in Figure 1, the support element is a hollow cellulose acetate tube. The support
element 30 locates the aerosol-forming substrate 20 at the extreme distal end 80 of the smoking article 10 so that it can
be contacted with an internal heating element of an aerosol-generating device. As described further below, the support
element 30 acts to prevent the aerosol-forming substrate 20 from being forced downstream within the smoking article
10 towards the transfer element 40 when an internal heating element of an aerosol-generating device is inserted into
the aerosol-forming substrate 20. The support element 30 also acts as a spacer to space the transfer element 40 of the
smoking article from the aerosol-forming substrate 20.

[0106] The transfer element 40 is located immediately downstream of support element 30 and abuts the support
element 30 along a second interface 84, which is the plane between the downstream end of the support element 30 and
the upstream end of the transfer element 40. In use, volatile substances released from the aerosol-forming substrate
20 pass along the transfer section 40 towards the mouth end 70 of the smoking article 10. The volatile substances may
cool within the transfer section 40 to form an aerosol that is inhaled by the user. In the embodiment illustrated in Figure
1, the transfer element 40 is an aerosol-cooling element comprising a crimped and gathered sheet of polylactic acid
circumscribed by a wrapper 90. The crimped and gathered sheet of polylactic acid defines a plurality of longitudinal
channels that extend along the length of the aerosol-cooling element 40.

[0107] The mouthpiece 50 is located immediately downstream of the transfer section 40 and abuts the transfer section
40. In the embodiment illustrated in Figure 1, the mouthpiece 50 comprises a conventional cellulose acetate tow filter
of low filtration efficiency.

[0108] To assemble the smoking article 10, the four elements described above are aligned and tightly wrapped within
the outer wrapper 60. In the embodiment illustrated in Figure 1, the outer wrapper is a conventional cigarette paper. As
shown in Figure 1, a row of perforations is provided in a region of the outer wrapper 60 circumscribing the support
element 30 of the smoking article 10.

[0109] The smoking article illustrated in Figure 1 is designed to engage with an aerosol-generating device comprising
an internal heating element in order to be smoked or consumed by a user. In use, the internal heating element of the
aerosol-generating device heats the aerosol-forming substrate 20 of the smoking article 10 to a sufficient temperature
to form an aerosol, which is drawn downstream through the smoking article 10 and inhaled by the user.

[0110] Figure 2 illustrates a portion of an aerosol-generating system 100 comprising an aerosol-generating device
110 and a smoking article 10 according to the embodiment described above and illustrated in Figure 1.

[0111] The aerosol-generating device comprises an internal heating element 120. As shown in Figure 2, the heating
element 120 is mounted within a smoking article receiving chamber of the aerosol-generating device 100. In use, the
user inserts the smoking article 10 into the smoking article receiving chamber of the aerosol-generating device 110 such
that the internal heating element 120 is inserted into the aerosol-forming substrate 20 of the smoking article 10 as shown
in Figure 2. In the embodiment shown in Figure 2, the internal heating element 120 of the aerosol-generating device
110 is a heater blade.

[0112] The aerosol-generating device 110 comprises a power supply and electronics (not shown) that allow the internal
heating element 120 to be actuated. Such actuation may be manually operated or may occur automatically in response
to a user drawing on a smoking article 10 inserted into the smoking article receiving chamber of the aerosol-generating
device 110. A plurality of openings is provided in the aerosol-generating device to allow air to flow to the smoking article
10; the direction of air flow is illustrated by arrows in Figure 2.

[0113] Figure 3illustrates an embodiment of an aerosol-generating device 110 comprising an internal heating element
120 for use with the smoking article 10 according to the embodiment described above and illustrated in Figure 1. The
aerosol-generating device 110 comprises a power supply and electronics (not shown) that allow the internal heating
element 120 to be actuated. Such actuation may be manually operated or may occur automatically in response to a user
drawing on a smoking article inserted into the aerosol-generating device 110. In the embodiment shown in Figure 3, the
internal heating element 120 is a pin heater.

[0114] In use, the user inserts the smoking article 10 into an open first end 130 of the aerosol-generating device 110
such that the internal heating element 120 is inserted into the aerosol-forming substrate 20 of the smoking article 10.
[0115] Asdiscussed above, the insertion force experienced by the smoking article 10 as it is inserted into the aerosol-
generating device 110 by the user is divided into three parts. Firstly, as the smoking article 10 is initially inserted into
the aerosol-generating device 110, the smoking article experiences a friction force due to interference between the
exterior surface of the smoking article and the interior surface of the aerosol-generating device. Secondly, as the smoking
article 10 is inserted further into the aerosol-generating device 110, the smoking article experiences a penetration force
due to the insertion of the internal heating element of the aerosol-generating device 110 into the aerosol-forming substrate
20 of the smoking article 10. Finally, as the smoking article 10 is inserted yet further into the aerosol-generating device
110, the smoking article experiences a crush force due to the distal end 80 of the smoking article contacting a closed
second end 140 of the aerosol-generating device 110 opposed to the open first end thereof.

[0116] The support element 40 of the smoking article 10 resists the penetration force experienced by the smoking
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article 10 during insertion of the internal heating element 120 of the aerosol-generating device 110 into the aerosol-
forming substrate 20. The support element 40 of the smoking article 10 thereby resists downstream movement of the
aerosol-forming substrate within the smoking article 10 during insertion of the heating element of the aerosol-generating
device into the aerosol-forming substrate.

[0117] Once the internal heating element 120 is inserted into the aerosol-forming substrate 10 actuated of the smoking
article 10 and actuated, the aerosol-forming substrate 20 of the smoking article 10 is heated to a temperature of about
375 degrees Celsius by the internal heating element 120 of the aerosol-generating device 110. At this temperature,
volatile compounds are evolved from the aerosol-forming substrate 20 of the smoking article 10. As a user draws on the
mouth end 70 of the smoking article 10, the volatile compounds evolved from the aerosol-forming substrate 20 are drawn
downstream through the smoking article 10 and condense to form an aerosol that is drawn through the mouthpiece 50
of the smoking article 10 into the user's mouth.

[0118] Asthe aerosol passes downstream thorough the transfer element 40, the temperature of the aerosol is reduced
due to transfer of thermal energy from the aerosol to the aerosol-cooling element. When the aerosol enters the aerosol-
cooling element, its temperature is about 60 degrees Celsius. Due to cooling within the aerosol-cooling element, the
temperature of the aerosol as it exits the aerosol cooling element is about 40 degrees Celsius.

EXAMPLE

[0119] The insertion force required to insert smoking articles according to the embodiment illustrated in Figure 1 into
an aerosol-generating device according to the embodiment shown in Figure 3 was measured and used to evaluate the
friction force, penetration force and crush force experienced by the smoking articles.

Materials & Methods

[0120] Materials: Ten smoking articles according to the embodiment illustrated in Figure 1 with the dimensions given
in Table 1 and an aerosol-generating device according to the embodiment illustrated in Figure 3 with the dimensions
labelled A, B, C, D, E and F in Figure 3 given in Table 2 were used in the measurements.

Table 1
Length of smoking article (mm) 45
Diameter of smoking article (mm) 7.2

Length of aerosol-forming substrate (mm) | 12

Length of support element (mm) 8
Length of transfer element (mm) 18
Length of mouthpiece (mm) 7
Length of outer wrapper (mm) 45
Table 2

A (mm) 315

B (mm) 20

C (mm) 18

D (mm) 5

E (mm) 7.3

F (mm) 8.3

[0121] Methods: The smoking articles were inserted into the aerosol-generating device through the open first end
thereof at a rate of 800 mm/min using an INSTRON 5565 tensile test machine with tailor made clamping equipment.
The insertion force as a function of the insertion distance from the open first end of the aerosol-generating device was
measured and recorded.

[0122] Results: Figure 4 shows a graph of the measured insertion force as a function of the insertion distance for
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each of the ten smoking articles.

[0123] At an insertion distance of 5 mm the smoking articles reach a first constriction in the internal diameter of the
aerosol-generating device and the insertion force starts to increase due to friction between the exterior surface of the
smoking articles and the interior surface of the cigarette aerosol-generating device as shown in Figure 4. The friction
resulting from the first constriction dominates the insertion force up to an insertion distance of about 18 mm. At this
insertion distance, the insertion force decreases slightly before the smoking articles reach a second constriction in the
internal diameter of the aerosol-generating device at an insertion distance of 18 mm and the insertion force starts to
increase due to friction between the exterior surface of the smoking articles and the interior surface of the cigarette
aerosol-generating device.

[0124] At an insertion distance of 20 mm, the pin heater of the aerosol-generating device starts to penetrate the
smoking article and the insertion force further increases due to the resistance of the aerosol-forming substrate of the
smoking article to insertion of the pin heater of the aerosol-generating device. The resistance of the aerosol-forming
substrate to insertion of the pin heater dominates the insertion force up to an insertion distance of about 31.5 mm. As
shown in Figure 4, at this insertion distance the insertion force rapidly increases due to the distal or upstream end of the
smoking articles contacting the second closed end of the aerosol-generating device. After that the smoking articles start
to deform and the insertion force either decreases slightly or continues to increase during deformation of the smoking
articles.

[0125] Foreach smoking article measured, the friction force was evaluated as the maximum insertion force measured
up to an insertion distance of 20 mm. The average friction force for the ten smoking articles measured is given in Table 3.
[0126] For each smoking article measured, the penetration force was evaluated as the maximum insertion force
measured up to an insertion distance of 31.5 mm. The average penetration force for the ten smoking articles measured
is given in Table 3.

Table 3
Friction Force (N) Plug Penetration Force (N)
Range Average Range Average
0.36-1.02 0.70 31-7.3 4.4

[0127] Figure 5 illustrates the aerosol-forming substrate 20 and support element 30 of a smoking article 200 according
to another embodiment. The aerosol-forming substrate 20 is located at the extreme distal or upstream end of the smoking
article 200. In the embodiment illustrated in Figure 5, the aerosol-forming substrate 20 is 18 millimetres in length and
7.2 millimetres in diameter and comprises a gathered sheet of crimped homogenised tobacco material circumscribed
by awrapper. The crimped sheet of homogenised tobacco material comprises comprising glycerine as an aerosol-former.
[0128] The support element 30 is located immediately downstream of the aerosol-forming substrate 20 and abuts the
aerosol-forming substrate 20 along a first interface 82, which is the plane between the upstream end of support element
30 and the downstream end of aerosol-forming substrate 20. In the embodiment shown in Figure 5, the support element
is a hollow cellulose acetate tube and is 8 millimetres in length. As shown in Figure 6, the support element has an internal
diameter of 3.3 millimetres and an external diameter of 7.2 millimetres.

[0129] The support element 30 abuts the remainder of the smoking article 200 along a second interface 84, which is
the plane between the downstream end of the support element 30 and the upstream end of the remainder of the smoking
article 200.

[0130] Although the support elements of the smoking article according to the embodiments described above and
illustrated in Figures 1 and 6 are formed from cellulose acetate, it will be appreciated that this is not essential and that
smoking articles according to other embodiments may comprise support elements formed from other suitable materials
or combination of materials.

[0131] Similarly, although the smoking article according to the embodiment described above and illustrated in Figure
1 comprises a transfer element comprising an aerosol-cooling element comprising a crimped and gathered sheet of
polylactic acid, it will be appreciated that this is not essential and that smoking articles according to other embodiments
may comprise other transfer elements or may not comprise a transfer element.

[0132] Furthermore, although the smoking article according to the embodiment described above and illustrated in
Figure 1 has four elements circumscribed by an outer wrapper, it will be appreciated than this is not essential and that
smoking articles according to other embodiments may comprise additional elements or fewer elements.

[0133] It will also be appreciated that while the four elements of the smoking article according to the embodiment
described above and illustrated in Figure 1 are circumscribed by an outer wrapper of conventional cigarette paper, this
is not essential and that the elements of smoking articles according to other embodiments may be circumscribed by
other outer wrappers.
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[0134] It will further be appreciated that dimensions provided for elements of the smoking articles according to the
embodiments described above and illustrated in Figures 1 and 5 and parts of the aerosol-generating device according
to the embodiment described above and illustrated in Figure 3 are merely exemplary, and that suitable alternative
dimensions may be chosen.

[0135] The exemplary embodiments described above are not limiting. Other embodiments consistent with the exem-
plary embodiments described above will be apparent to those skilled in the art.

Claims
1. A smoking article (10) for use in an aerosol-generating device (110), the smoking article comprising:

an aerosol-forming substrate (20) located at an extreme upstream end (80) of the smoking article (10); and
a support element (30) located immediately downstream of the aerosol-forming substrate (20),

wherein the aerosol-forming substrate (20) comprises a gathered crimped sheet of homogenised tobacco material
having a plurality of substantially parallel ridges or corrugations, the substantially parallel ridges or corrugations
extending along or parallel to the longitudinal axis of the smoking article, said tobacco material thereby beingcon-
figured to be penetrable by a heating element (120) of an aerosol-generating device (110) having a diameter of
between about 40 percent and about 70 percent of the diameter of the aerosol-forming substrate (20) without bending
of the smoking article by more than 7 degrees relative to the longitudinal axis of the smoking article and without
tearing or ripping of an outer wrapper of the smoking article, and wherein the support element (30) abuts the aerosol-
forming substrate (20), the support element (30) being configured to resist downstream movement of the aerosol-
forming substrate (20) during insertion of the heating element (120) of the aerosol-generating device (110) into the
aerosol-forming substrate (20).

2. A smoking article according to claim 1 wherein the support element (30) is configured to resist a penetration force
of at least 2.5 N during insertion of the heating element (120) of the aerosol-generating device into the aerosol-
forming substrate.

3. A smoking article according to claims 1 or 2 wherein the support element (30) is configured to resist a penetration
force of at least 4 N during insertion of the heating element (120) of the aerosol-generating device into the aerosol-

forming substrate.

4. A smoking article according to any of claims 1 to 3 wherein the support element (30) comprises a hollow tubular
element.

5. A smoking article according to claim 4 wherein the internal diameter of the hollow tubular element is between about
35 percent and about 55 percent of the external diameter of the hollow tubular element.

6. Asmokingarticleaccordingto claim 4 or5wherein the support element (30) comprises a hollow cellulose acetate tube.

7. A smoking article according to any one of claims 1 to 6 wherein the support element (30) is resistant to exposure
to a temperature of at least about 150°C for a period at least about 6 minutes.

8. A smoking article according to any one of claims 1 to 7 further comprising an aerosol-cooling element (40) located
downstream of the support element.

9. A smoking article according to claim 8 wherein the aerosol-cooling element (40) is located immediately downstream
of the support element (30) and abuts the support element.

10. A smoking article according to claim 8 or 9 wherein the aerosol-cooling element (40) comprises a gathered sheet
of biodegradable polymeric material.

11. A smoking article according to any one of claims 1 to 10 further comprising a filter (50) located at an extreme
downstream end (70) of the smoking article (10).

12. A method of using a smoking article according to any one of claims 1 to 11 in an aerosol-generating device, the
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method comprising the steps of:

inserting a heating element (120) of an aerosol-generating device (110) into the aerosol-forming substrate (20)
of the smoking article (10) wherein the heating element (120) has a diameter of between about 40 percent and
about 70 percent of the diameter of the aerosol-forming substrate (20);

raising the temperature of the heating element of the aerosol-generating device to heat the aerosol-forming
substrate of the smoking article to generate an aerosol; and

withdrawing the heating element of the aerosol-generating device from the aerosol-forming substrate of the
smoking article.

13. A method according to claim 12 wherein the resistance to draw of the smoking article after insertion of the heating
element is between 80 mm WG and 140 mm WG.

14. An aerosol-generating system comprising:

an aerosol-generating device (110) comprising a heating element (120); and
a smoking article (10) for use with the aerosol-generating device, the smoking article being a smoking article
according to any of claims 1 to 11.

Patentanspriiche
1. Raucherartikel (10) zum Gebrauch in einer Aerosolerzeugungsvorrichtung (110), wobei der Raucherartikel aufweist:

ein aerosolbildendes Substrat (20), das sich an einem auliersten zustromseitigen Ende (80) des Raucherartikels
(10) befindet; und
ein Auflageelement (30), das sich unmittelbar nachgeschaltet des aerosolbildenden Substrats (20) befindet,

wobei das aerosolbildende Substrat (20) ein zusammengefasstes gewelltes Flachengebilde aus homogenisiertem
Tabakmaterial mitmehrerenim Wesentlichen parallelen Rippen oder Riffeln aufweist, wobeisich dieim Wesentlichen
parallelen Rippen oder Riffeln entlang oder parallel zur Ladngsachse des Raucherartikels erstrecken und das Ta-
bakmaterial dadurch ausgelegt ist, von einem Heizelement (120) einer Aerosolerzeugungsvorrichtung (110) mit
einem Durchmesser zwischen ungefahr 40 Prozent und ungefihr 70 Prozent des Durchmessers des aerosolbil-
denden Substrats (20), ohne Biegen des Raucherartikels um mehr als 7 Grad relativ zur Langsachse des Raucher-
artikels und ohne AbreilRen oder ZerreiRen einer aulReren Umhillung des Raucherartikels, durchdringbar zu sein,
und wobei das Auflageelement (30) an dem aerosolbildenden Substrat (20) anliegt und das Auflageelement (30)
ausgelegt ist, einer nachgeschalteten Bewegung des aerosolbildenden Substrats (20) wahrend des Einsetzens des
Heizelements (120) der Aerosolerzeugungsvorrichtung (110) in das aerosolbildende Substrat (20) zu widerstehen.

2. Raucherartikel nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Auflageelement (30) ausgelegt ist, wahrend des Einsetzens des Hei-

zelements (120) der Aerosolerzeugungsvorrichtung in das aerosolbildende Substrat einer Penetrationskraft von
mindestens 2,5 N zu widerstehen.

3. Raucherartikel nach den Anspriichen 1 oder 2, wobeidas Auflageelement (30) ausgelegtist, wahrend des Einsetzens
des Heizelements (120) der Aerosolerzeugungsvorrichtung in das aerosolbildende Substrat einer Penetrationskraft
von mindestens 4 N zu widerstehen.

4. Raucherartikel nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 3, wobei das Auflageelement (30) ein hohles rohrférmiges Element

aufweist.

5. Raucherartikel nach Anspruch 4, wobei der Innendurchmesser des hohlen Rohrelements zwischen ungefahr 35
Prozent und ungefahr 55 Prozent des AuRendurchmessers des hohlen Rohrelements liegt.

6. Raucherartikel nach Anspruch 4 oder 5, wobei das Auflageelement (30) eine hohle Zelluloseacetatréhre aufweist.

7. Raucherartikel nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 6, wobei das Auflageelement (30) einer Exposition gegeniiber einer

Temperatur von mindestens ungefahr 150 °C fir einen Zeitraum von mindestens ungefahr 6 Minuten widersteht.
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Raucherartikel nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 7, weiter aufweisend ein Aerosolkiihlelement (40), das sich nach-
geschaltet des Auflageelements befindet.

Raucherartikel nach Anspruch 8, wobei sich das Aerosolkiihlelement (40) unmittelbar nachgeschaltet des Auflage-
elements (30) befindet und an dem Auflageelement anliegt.

Raucherartikel nach Anspruch 8 oder 9, wobeidas Aerosolkiihlelement (40) ein zusammengefasstes Flachengebilde
aus biologisch abbaubarem Polymermaterial aufweist.

Raucherartikel nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 10, weiter aufweisend einen Filter (50), der sich an einem aulRersten
nachgeschalteten Ende (70) des Raucherartikels (10) befindet.

Verfahren zum Gebrauch eines Raucherartikels nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 11 in einer Aerosolerzeugungs-
vorrichtung, wobei das Verfahren die Schritte aufweist:

Einsetzen eines Heizelements (120) einer Aerosolerzeugungsvorrichtung (110) in das aerosolbildende Substrat
(20) des Raucherartikels (10), wobei das Heizelement (120) einen Durchmesser zwischen ungefahr 40 Prozent
und ungefahr 70 Prozent des Durchmessers des aerosolbildenden Substrats (20) aufweist;

Erhdhen der Temperatur des Heizelements der Aerosolerzeugungsvorrichtung, um das aerosolbildende Sub-
strat des Raucherartikels zu erwarmen und ein Aerosol zu erzeugen; und

Entnehmen des Heizelements der Aerosolerzeugungsvorrichtung vom aerosolbildenden Substrat des Rau-
cherartikels.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 12, wobeider Zugwiderstand des Raucherartikels nach dem Einsetzen des Heizelements
zwischen 80 mm WG und 140 mm WG liegt.

Aerosolerzeugungssystem, aufweisend:
eine Aerosolerzeugungsvorrichtung (110), die ein Heizelement (120) aufweist; und

einen Raucherartikel (10) zum Gebrauch mit der Aerosolerzeugungsvorrichtung, wobei der Raucherartikel ein
Raucherartikel nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 11 ist.

Revendications

1.

Article a fumer (10) a utiliser dans un dispositif de génération d’aérosol (110), I'article a fumer comprenant :

un substrat formant aérosol (20) situé a une extrémité amont extréme (80) de I'article a fumer (10) ; et
un élément de support (30) situé immédiatement en aval du substrat formant aérosol (20),

dans lequel le substrat formant aérosol (20) comprend une feuille crépée froncée de matériau de tabac homogénéisé
ayant une pluralité de cannelures ou d’arétes substantiellement paralléles, les cannelures ou arétes substantielle-
ment paralléles s’étendant le long ou parallélement a I'axe longitudinal de I'article a fumer, ledit matériau de tabac
étant ainsi configuré pour pouvoir étre pénétré par un élément de chauffage (120) d’un dispositif de génération
d’aérosol (110) ayant un diamétre entre environ 40 pour cent et environ 70 pour cent du diamétre du substrat formant
aérosol (20), sans incliner I'article a fumer a plus de 7 degrés par rapport a I'axe longitudinal de l'article a fumer et
sans déchirer ni arracher une enveloppe extérieure de l'article a fumer, et dans lequel I'élément de support (30)
bute contre le substrat formant aérosol (20), I'élément de support (30) étant configuré pour résister au mouvement
en avaldusubstratformant aérosol (20) pendantlinsertion de 'élément de chauffage (120) du dispositif de génération
d’aérosol (110) a l'intérieur du substrat formant aérosol (20).

Article a fumer selon la revendication 1, dans lequel I'élément de support (30) est configuré pour résister a une force
de pénétration d’au moins 2,5 N pendant I'insertion de I'élément de chauffage (120) du dispositif de génération
d’aérosol dans le substrat formant aérosol.

Article a fumer selon les revendications 1 ou 2, dans lequel I'élément de support (30) est configuré pour résister a

uneforce de pénétrationd’au moins 4 N pendantl'insertion de I'élément de chauffage (120) du dispositif de génération
d’aérosol dans le substrat formant aérosol.
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Article a fumer selon 'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 3, dans lequel I'élément de support (30) comprend
un élément tubulaire creux.

Article a fumer selon larevendication 4, dans lequel le diamétre interne de I'élément tubulaire creux est entre environ
35 pour cent et environ 55 pour cent du diameétre externe de I'élément tubulaire creux.

Article a fumer selon la revendication 4 ou 5, dans lequel I'élément de support (30) comprend un tube creux en
acétate de cellulose.

Article a fumer selon I'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 6, dans lequel 'élément de support (30) résiste a une
exposition a une température d’au moins environ 150 °C durant une période d’au moins environ 6 minutes.

Article afumer selon 'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 7, comprenant en outre un élément de refroidissement
d’aérosol (40) situé en aval de I'élément de support.

Article a fumer selon la revendication 8, dans lequel I'élément de refroidissement d’aérosol (40) est situé immédia-
tement en aval par rapport a I'élément de support (30) et jouxte I'élément de support.

Article a fumer selon larevendication 8 ou 9, dans lequel I'élément de refroidissement d’aérosol (40) comprend une
feuille froncée de matiére polymére biodégradable.

Article a fumer selon 'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 10, comprenant en outre un filtre (50) situé a une
extrémité aval extréme (70) de larticle a fumer (10).

Procédé d’utilisation d’un article a fumer selon 'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 11, dans un dispositif de
génération d’aérosol, le procédé comprenant les étapes consistant a :

insérer un élément de chauffage (120) d’un dispositif de génération d’aérosol (110) dans le substrat formant
aérosol (20) de larticle a fumer (10), dans lequel I'élément de chauffage (120) a un diamétre entre environ 40
pour cent et environ 70 pour cent du diamétre du substrat formant aérosol (20) ;

augmenter la température de I'élément de chauffage du dispositif de génération d’aérosol pour chauffer le
substrat formant aérosol de I'article a fumer afin de générer un aérosol ; et

retirer 'élément de chauffage du dispositif de génération d’aérosol hors du substrat formant aérosol de l'article
a fumer.

Procédé selon larevendication 12, dans lequel larésistance au tirage de l'article a fumer aprésl'insertion de I'élément
de chauffage est entre 80 mm de colonne d’eau et 140 mm de colonne d’eau.

Systéme de génération d’aérosol comprenant :
un dispositif de génération d’aérosol (110) comprenant un élément de chauffage (120) ; et

un article a fumer (10) a utiliser avec le dispositif de génération d’aérosol, I'article a fumer étant un article a
fumer selon 'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 11.
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