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Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented June 21, 1910.

Application filed July 28, 1909. Serial No. 510,130.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux C. VAN AxEN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Ridgway, in the county of Elk and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented or discovered

certain new and useful Improvements in

Flower - Holding and Grave - Covering De-
vices, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings.

This invention relates to devices of the
character of that shown and described in
Letters Patent of the United States granted

to me A]glril 27, 1909, No. 919,655. The ap-

paratus disclosed in said patent is designed
for the purpose of holding and displaying
the floral tributes at the side of a grave prior
to the lowering of the casket, and thereafter,
when said casket is lowered, for automat-
ically moving said floral tributes into a posi-
tion over the grave for covering the same.
Said apparatus comprises, in general, a
frame providing tracks adapted to be erected
at the grave with said fracks extending
from a position at one side of said grave to
a position substantially over the same, an
adjustable flower-bearing carriage arranged
to run on said tracks, and means for oper-
atively connecting the casket and carriage
whereby as the former is lowered the latter
is automatically moved to a position to
cover the grave.

The objects of the present invention are to
improve the apparatus shown and de-
seribed in my said prior patent, and the
nature of said improvements will best be
understood from the following detailed de-

scription of one form or embodiment of the

invention illustrated in the accompanying
drawings. »

In said drawings:—Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of the apparatus as a whole. Iig.
2 is a transverse sectional view of one of the
adjustable side or end rails of the carriage.
Fig. 8 is a perspective view of one of the
straps for connecting the carriage and cas-
ket. Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view of
a portion of the carriage showing the inter-
engagement of the relatively adjustable
slats. Figs. 5 and 6 are views similar to
Fig. 4 showing modified constructions. Fig.

7 is a transverse section of the carriage taken
substantially on the line 7—7, Fig. 1.

As shown in the drawings, the casket
lowering device 12 with its lowering straps
13, and the supporting frame comprising the
slotted and relatively adjustable end pieces
15, the side pieces or tracks 16, the adjustable
supports 21, the connecting bolts 18, 19 and
99, the hinges 17 for the side pieces, and the
steadying pegs 23, all are or may be substan-
tially as shown and described in my prior
patent above referred to.

Arranged to move along the tracks 16 is a
flower-holding and grave-covering carriage,
which, as in my prior construction, is both
longitudinally and laterally adjustable. It
is one of the objects of the present invention
to improve the construction and operation
of this carriage. To this end said carriage
comprises a suitable contractible and exten-
sible frame-work consisting of side rails
each comprising two slotted side pieces 35,
and end rails each comprising two slotted
end pieces 36, which are relatively adjust-
able to vary the length and width of the
frame, and which may be secured in any de-
sired position of adjustment by means of
thumb nut or other bolts 27. In order to
render the carriage rigid and prevent sag-
ging thereof under its load, the side pieces
85 and end pieces 86 are provided with
means whereby the members of each pair
at the sides or ends of the frame will be
mutually guided and supported continu-
ously throughout their overlapping lengths.

To the above end, in the construction
shown, the following means are provided.
As the construction will preferably be the
same at both the sides and ends of the frame,
the construction of the side rails alone will
be described, reference being had to Figs. 1
and 2. Fach of the side pieces 35 is pro-
vided throughout its length with a longi-
tudinal groove 87, the grooves in the two
pieces of each pair being preferably ar-
ranged respectively on opposite sides of the
slots in said pieces. Each of said pieces is
also provided, substantially throughout its
length, with a rib 88, the rib on each piece
being arranged to enter the complementary
groove 37 in the adjacent piece. These ribs
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38 are preferably formed by strips of wood,

metal, or other suitable material secured to

the pieces 35 by any suitable means, as
counter-sunk screws 39, and are preferably,
for their more efficient operation, received
in suitable grooves 40 formed in said pieces.

The top or flower-supporting part or plat-

form -of the carriage; in my 1improved con-
struction, comprises a series of mutually
guided slats 41, there being a set of these
slats projecting inwardly from each of the
side pieces 35, and the slats of each set be-
ing guided between the slats of the set car-
ried by the opposite side piece. As in the
case of the side and end pieces of the frame,
the slats 41 are mutually supported through-
out their overlapping lengths, and to these
ends the edges of the slats are provided with
interengaging tongues and grooves. In

Figs. 4,5 and 6 I have shown various forms

and arrangements of these tongues and

grooves, but it will be obvious that other

forms and arrangements may be adopted
without departing from the spirit and scope

of my invention. The slats 41 are prefer--
ably received in countersunk recesses 42,

formed in the upper edges of the side pieces
35, and are secured in place by suitable strips
or moldings 43. ’

In order further to strengthen the car-

riage and to provide a support for the slats
41 intermediate the side rails, I preferably
provide, in addition to said side rails, what '

may be termed a center rail composed of
longitudinally sliding pieces 50 which may
be of substantially the same construction as
the side pieces 85, although in these center
pieces the grooves 37 and ribs 38 employed
in connection. with the side pieces may be
and preferably are omitted. The pieces 50
forming the center rail are secured at their

ends to, and are carried by the end pieces 86. -

The center pieces 50 form a support for the
slats 41, and to this end the inner ends of
the set of slats 41 carried by one of the pieces
35 of one of the side rails are secured to one
of said pieces 50 by screws or other fasten-
ings 51. The inner ends of the center slats
41 carried by the other piece 35 of the corre-
sponding side rail are also indirectly sup-
ported from said center rail by means of a
strip or molding 52 to which said ends are
secured, as clearly shown in Fig. 7.

The apparatus described in my prior pat-
ent above referred to, comprises connecting
cords between the flower supporting car-
riage and the casket lowering straps 18,
whereby as the casket is lowered the carriage
is brought to a position over the grave. It
is, however, important, for obvious reasons,
that the carriage be brought into its final
position simultaneously with the arrival of
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the casket at the bottom of the grave. Sincé
the distance between the levels of the car-
riage and the bottom of the grave varies in
different cases, it is necessary that the means
for connecting the casket and carriage be of
a variable length. To this end I have, in the
present instance, employed straps 44 of ad-
justable length for connecting the carriage
and lowering straps 18. The preferred con-
struction of one of these straps is illustrated

i Fig. 8, the same comprising a body por-

tion provided with a graduated scale 45, a
hook 46 for engagement with the side rail at
the rear of the carriage, a eclasp, buckle, or
similar device 47 adapted to secure said hook
46 in any desired position along the scale 45,
and means, herein shown as a pin 48, for se-
curing the end of the strap 44 to the casket
lowering strap13. ~ -~ -0 0 ¢

‘With the construction above described the
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necessary adjustments are very simple, The -

distance from the bottom of the grave to the
plane of the upper surface of the carriage is
measured, the buckle 47 set at a correspond-
ing point on the scale 45, the fastening 48 at-

85

tached to the strap 18 at a point adjacent the ~

bottom of the casket, and the hook 46 en-
gaged with the rear side rail of the carriage.

{ When now the casket, and consequently the

fastening 48, reaches the bottom of the
grave, the carriage will have been brought
to proper position. - ’ -
The form of the invention herein shown
has been chosen for illustrative purposes
merely, and it is to be understood that many
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other embodiments of the invention may be -

adopted without departing from the spirit

and scope thereof. o '
Having thus described my invention I

claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent:
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1. In an apparatus of ‘the ccharacter de- -

scribed, the combination with ‘a flower-hold-
ing and grave-covering carriage, of a ‘strap
of adjustable length for connecting said car-
riage with the casket lowering strap. )
2. In an apparatus of the character de-
scribed, the combination with a flower-hold-
ing and grave-covering carriage, of a strap
of adjustable length for connecting said car-
riage with the casket lowering strap, said
adjustable strap comprising a %o
having a graduated scale, and a fastening
device movable along said scale and adapted
to be secured in any desired position. ’
3. In an apparatus of the character ‘de-
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seribed, the combination with a flower-hold-

ing and grave-covering carriage, of -a strap
of adjustable length for connecting said car-
riage with the casket lowering strap, 'said
adjustable strap comprising a body portion

having a graduated scale, and -a fastening -

device ‘movable-along said scale and adaptécbi
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to be secured in any desired position, and de-
vices carried by said fastening device and
the end of said body portion respectively for
engaging said carriage and said casket low-
ering strap.

4. In an apparatus of the character de-
scribed, a flower-holding and grave-covering
carriage comprising adjustable side and en:
rails, a series of slats projecting inwardly

from each of said side rails, and an adjust- 10

able center rail constructed and arranged to
support said slats intermediate said siderails. -
In testimony whereof I affix my signature,

in presence of two witnesses.
JOHN C. VAN AKEN.
Witnesses:

A. M. Eour,
GrurTRUDE (GERG.




