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1 Claim. (Cl 24—66)

The invention relates to spring paper clips of the kind
which are formed with a pair of projecting arms or mem-
bers by means of which pressure may be applied to the
spring to open it for the insertion of the papers to be
held.

The invention has among-its objects to provide an
improved clip of this kind which may conveniently be
connected to another clip, advantageously in superposed
series, one clip below the other, to facilitate transport and
inspection of the various bundles of papers or files held
within cach clip, the superposition above and below of
successive files also enabling the reference mark of each

file to be readily visible, and to provide what is known"

as a “visible” filing system.

According to the invention a clip of the kind defined is
provided advantageously to the front or the rear of the
clip, with a projection, advantageously in the form of a
hook, of a size and shape to receive in suspended engage-
ment one or other of the arms or other parts of similar

clips, which are formed at convenient positions with eyes -

or holes for the purpose, and with an eye hole or the
equivalent for engagement with a hook on a similar clip.

The hooks may be stamped out of the metal of one or
other of the arms of the clip, curved so as to project
outwardly from the front face of the arm. Alternatively
the hook may be formed in the lower sleeve-like part of
the clip, but no limitation is involved ‘as to the position
on the clip on which the hook is mounted, nor where the
hole may be formed on one of the arms of the clip, with-
in which the hook is received. Alternatively the hole
may be formed in the spring portion of the clip. .

The invention is diagrammatically illustrated by way
of example in the accompanying drawings.

Figure 1 is a cross-section of a clip constructed accord-
ing to the invention; )

Figure 2 shows a series -of clips suspended one from
another, and

Figures 3 to 6 are cross-sectional elevations of modi-
fied constructions of the invention.

In carrying the invention into effect according to one
construction as illustrated in Figure 1 of the accompany-
ing drawings, the clip may be formed as a cylindrical
spring member @ of substantially horse-shoe cross-section,
with the longitudinal opening » downwardly directed.
Pairs of arms ¢ are mounted to extend through slots d in
the walls of the cylindrical member a to taper towards
each other in V-form from the top to the bottom, so that
at the bottom, in the normal -position when not in use,
the arms ¢ lie closely adjacent or in contact, and at the
upper ends are relatively widely separated.  Projecting

laterally from the upper end of one.of the arms ¢ at a-

position above the spring member e or from the spring
member itself, are hooks e which may have any suitable
form, provided only that they can be inserted through
holes provided ‘at any convenient position in similarly
formed clips, so that when suspended from each other
the clips form a superposed series one below the other,
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with part of each side portion visible, to permit of the

: visual reference to the files being made without the
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necessity of unhooking one clip from another, as illus-
trated in Figure 2. ] .

More than one hook may be provided on each clip.
In such case the hooks may be provided on one or both
arms or on the cylindrical part of the -clip. Similarly
more than one hole can be formed so that the clip may
conveniently be suspended from two or more positions.
Thus after a file has been examined, the clip may be
turned over and hooked in the hole of another clip,
thus indicating that the file held by the clip has been

.dealt with and is no longer required.’

In a still- further construction one arm of the clip
may be formed with a hook, or as a hook, and the
other arm, or the same arm formed with a hole or
holes.

Thus it will be understood that no limitation is in-
volved as to the form or construction of the clip accord-
ing to the invention, provided only that it provides spring-
pressed arms, operable by finger pressure, to open the
arms to engage a file or the like, and that hooks and/or
holes are formed in any convenient part of the clip so
that a number of clips may be suspended one from the
other in such manner as to facilitate their inspection
and/or filing. ‘

The hooks may be stamped out of metal, as shown in =
Figure 1 of the drawings, or may be secured as separate
members on the clip as illustrated in Figure 6.

It will thus be appreciated that clips according to the
invention can not only-be suspended from nails or the
like supporting' means, but are themselves adapted by
the provision of an additional hook or hooks to support
other like clips or other articles and to be supported
by other similarly formed clips.

The hook member may be upwardly turned as illus-
trated in Figures 1 and 4 of the drawings, or may be
downwardly turned as illustrated in Figures 3, 5 and 6.

In Figures 4, 5 and 6, the spring member a is substi~
tuted by a coil spring f which is mounted on a pin g
on which the arms c¢ are pivoted in such manner as to

_ urge the lower ends of the clip into engagement.
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I claim:

A spring clip comprising a pair of sheet metal arms,
an arcuate sheet metal spring member apertured to re-
ceive the sheet metal arms in divergent position with
their lower ends in resilient engagement and their upper
ends spaced apart, one of said arms being provided with
an outwardly extending hook adjacent its upper end
thereof, and said spring member being provided with an-
opening in the side thereof in diametrically opposed rela-
tionship to the arm having the hook thercon whereby
one clip may be hung to another clip in lengthwise rela-
tionship by engagement of the hook on the arm of said
one clip in the aperture of the spring member of said
other clip, with a group of sheets engaging between the

“lower ends of the arms of each clip.
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