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1. 
This invention relates to a garment construc 

tion and more specifically to a convenient skirt 
construction. 

For many purposes, particularly when the 
Wearer is to travel, it is highly desirable for gar 
ments to be capable of being neatly packed away 
and easily laundered or cleaned and prepared for 
additional wear without ironing. With the ad 
vent of quick-drying synthetic materials and the 
development of crease resistant fabrics gener 
ally, the desirability and feasibility of providing 
garments which can be easily laundered or 
cleaned and worn without ironing becomes 
greater and accordingly, it is a fundamental ob 
ject of the instant invention to provide a skirt 
construction which will permit the wearer to 
assemble it readily and to dissemble it and pack 
it neatly for use during travel. 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
a skirt construction which is developed into a 
single substantially rectangular piece of material. 

It is a further object of the invention to pro 
vide a skirt construction which is readily packed 
or folded into a simple geometric package, there 
by minimizing creasing. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

skirt construction which permits laundering or 
dry cleaning of the garment so that it can be 
reused without ironing. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will in part be obvious and Will in part appear 
hereinafter. 
The invention accordingly comprises a skirt or 

skirt portion of a dress which is developed into 
a planar, quadrilateral or Substantially rectangu 
lar section of material, one dimension of which 
determines the length of the skirt and the other 
the circumference of the waistband, the con 
struction being characterized by the placement 
of fastening devices along One dimension to per 
mit gathering of the material about the Waist in 
a series of pleats to bring together the edges 
determining the length of the skirt, which edges 
are also provided with fastening means for clos 
ing the garment. The invention accordingly is 
embodied in a skirt construction having the fea 
tures of construction, combinations of elements 
and arrangement of parts hereinafter to be de 
scribed in detail. 

in the drawing accompanying the instant 
specification 

Figure 1 is the outline of a model wearing a 
skirt made according to the instant invention; 

Figure 2 is a diagram showing the skirt devel 
oped into the single piece of material from 
which it is made; 
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Figure 3 is a fragmentary view of a portion 

of the upper edge of the material with the pleats 
or indicia, for forming pleats developed at their 
proper intervals and with the fastening devices 
about to be brought together in proper align 
ment; 
Figure 4 is a showing of a portion of the skirt 

shown in Figure 3 including the final fastening 
of the two edges thereof; 

Figure 5 is a section taken along the line 5-5 
in Figure 2; and . . " 

Figure 6 is a section taken along the line 6-6 
in Figure 2. 

Referring now to Figure 1, it will be seen that 
0 represents the model wearing the skirt 
made in accordance with the instant invention. 
It is apparent that the skirt when worn is chair 
acterized by having a number of pleats, which, 
in one embodiment, may be tailored. 

In Figure 2 the garment is shown developed 
into a single rectangular piece 20 characterized 
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by the presence of a series of fasteners 2 along 
One short edge and the nating portions of those 
fasteners 22 along its other short edge. A sec 
ond series of fasteners 23 is attached to the gar 
ment at intervals along one face of the waist 
band edge. This latter edge also carries an addi 
tional series of fasteners 24 on the opposite face 
thereof. 

For convenience in assembling, a preferred 
embodiment of the skirt calls for the placement 
of guiding seams 25, oriented toward one face of 
the fabric, and related to the fasteners along the 
Same face of the Waistband. On one side as shown 
in the figure, and a second series of guiding 
seams 26, Oriented to the other face of the 
fabric, similarly related to the fasteners on the 
other face of the waistband. At the termination 
of the series of fasteners on the waistband a final 
terminal fastener or hook 27 is provided and at 
the corresponding point at the other end of the 
waistband is an eye 28. 
To illustrate the assembly of the skirt to a 

wearable form, Figure 3 has been developed to 
show how the Orientation of the series of fasten 
ers about the waistband is utilized in combina 
tion with the seams, or indicia on the waistband, 
marking the pleats to assemble it into size and 
form for use. Thus, it will be seen that the male 
and female portions of fasteners 23 are aligned 
So that they are Snapped togetherneatly, at least 
one portion of the snap being oriented close to 
the actual point for making a fold or pleat in 
the skirt. Similarly, the male and female portions 
of Snap fasteners 24 on the other side of the 
Waistband are oriented, one portion close to the 



3. - 
same in the pleat and the other correspondingly 
located. 
Thus, the series of snaps in this embodiment 

calls for placing one part thereof at one fold of 
a pleat, letting it serve as the index or marker 
for the location of that pleat, and the other part 
thereof where the width of the desired pleat calls 
for it. On the opposite face of the fabric a. 
corresponding arrangement of male and female 
portions of Snaps is developed. 

It will be understood, of course, that the pieces 
of the snap fasteners can be oriented oppositely, 
that is, the male and female portions of any pair 
of Snap fasteners can be interchanged Without 
material effect on the operativeness of the device. 
The final closure for the skirt is made, of course, 

with a snap fastener 24 which has its parts at 
opposite ends of the material forming the Waist 
band, thus putting into alignment for assembly 
the hook 27 and the eye 28. When the skirt is 
closed the hook and eye keep the final joint 
properly oriented and the closure along the length 
of the skirt can be accomplished With the fasten 
ers 2, 22. Minor adjustments in the size of the 
waistband may be made through placement of 
the hook and eye 27-28 and the last Snap of 
the Series. 

It is to be understood, of course, that the 
fastening of the skirt along the edges defining 
the length thereof could be accomplished with 
the commonly used zipper. 
In Figure 4, an enlarged view of the final clo 

Sure of the skirt is shown developed in Style sini 
lar to that used in Figure 3 but the several Snap 
fasteners. and the hook and eye are shown in 
closed position in order to illustrate the final form 
of the device. 
To clarify further the actual structure of the 

device, Figure 5 is employed to give a sectional 
view of the skirt construction taken along the 
line. 5-5 of Figure 2. It Will be seen that the 
material 20 has a fold 50 in the end thereof which 
forms the final edge of the skirt, On opposite 
sides of which appear the portions of the Snap 
fastener. 2 . Spaced from the terminal seam 
there is shown seam 25 which may be a full length 
Seam, Ol'... tuck in the material, as illustrated in 
Figure 2 or may be merely a tuck taken for a 
short width in the waistband to form an index 
identifying the point at which the tuck should 
be taken to orient the portions of the skirt proper 
ly for assembly. Located close to the tuck in this 
embodiment of the invention is the hook 27. 
Similar analysis of the remainder of the section 
will identify the male portions of the snap fasten- ; 
erS 23 and 24 and their relationship to the corre 
Spondingly located female portions of the snap 
fastenei's 23 and 24. 

It will be seen that on any one face of the 
material a male and female portion of a snap 
fastener will appear between two similarly 
oriented tucks or seams. That is, in the pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention, the seams 25 
are Oriented toward one face of the material and 
the alternate Seans 26 are oriented toward the 
other face. Although this construction is pre 
ferred, it is not completely essential and, as in 
dicated, rather than putting seams at these loca 
tions simple tucks could be taken in the material 
Or, alternatively, indicia, in the form of markers 
could be placed at these points to indicate the 
proper orientation of the skirt. For this purpose 
the fasteners themselves will do. In view of the 
fact that simplicity in construction is highly de 
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sirable and the ultimate advantage it is desired 
to achieve is that the skirt may be packed flat, 
the embodiment using only simple indicia, in com 
bination with the fasteners in the Waistband is, 
in many instances, preferable. 
In Figure 6 a development of a section along 

the line 6-6 of Figure 2 is shown and the analysis 
of the parts thereof is made similar to the analysis 
made in conjunction with Figure 5. 

It will be understood that the construction of 
the invention calls simply for the rectangular 
piece of material in combination with appropri 
ately placed and spaced fasteners along the one 
edge to permit the taking of tucks therein in the 
assembly of a waistband and an appropriate 
fastener along the two other edges of the rec 
tangular pieces of material which determine the 
length thereof and thereby the pleated skirt 
construction is maintained. Additional orna 
mentation to Suit the pleasure of a wearer, such 
as Wearing the skirt in combination. With a belt, 
for which loops may be provided if desired is, 
of course, determined by the whim of the wearer. 
Having described the invention and a pre 

ferred embodiment thereof, it is to be understood 
that variations of the invention in the particular 
combinations of fasteners with seams or indicia, 
for applying the folds in assembling the waist 
band may be made without departing from the 
Scope of the invention and the particular em 
bodiments described herewith are intended to be 
illustrative only. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A skirt comprising a planar rectangular 

Section of material, fastening means along two 
opposite edges thereof to provide a vertical joint 
Corresponding Substantially, to the length of the 
skirt to close it around the wearer, fastening 
means formed of first and second complementary 
parts along a third edge thereof on both faces 
of the material, said means being spaced with 
cooperating members staggered so that alter 
nately Oriented creases are defined to form al 
ternate vertical folded areas, of unequal width 
When said first and second complementary parts 
are brought together to hold the edge in pleated 
relation, first like parts of said fastening mem 
bers being attached to the mid-portion of wider 
folded areas on opposite surfaces and second co 
operating parts of the fastening members being 
attached close to the folded edge of the narrower 
folded areas on opposite surfaces, so that by 
bringing the first and second complementary 
parts of the fastening members together, the 
Wider folded areas will over-lie the narrower to 
provide full pleating in the skirt. 

2. A skirt in accordance with claim 1 having 
indicia to mark edges of vertical folds for gather 
ing Said material into a pleated skirt, said indicia, 
comprising seams parallel to said joint. 

MILDRED B. TERRY. 

References Cited in the file of this patent 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Nimber Nanne Date 
929,476 Padernacht -------- July 27, 1909 

1,433,635 McMahan ---------- Oct. 31, 1922 
2,254,929 Bertolami---------- Sept. 2, 1941 
2,324,371. Deichert ----------- July 13, 1943 
2,344,462 Koret -------------- Mar. 4, 1944 
2,530,678 Brennan ---------- Nov. 2, 1950 
2,550,121 Medd ------------- Apr. 24, 195 

i 


