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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HERMAN H. WENTHE, 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Seal-Presses; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. 
This invention relates and has special ref 

erence to seal presses, although the same 
may be employed in connection with other 
devices of similar nature and form. It is 
particularly adapted to portable presses for 
embossing seals such as used by notaries 
public and other officers whose duty it is to 
take acknowledgments, furnish certificates 
and the like. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

Such presses with means to lock or retain 
them in a closed position and thereby to 
make them more convenient to carry in the 
pocket, and also to prevent dust, dirt or 
other undesirable matter to enter between 
the dies of the press and thus injure the 
same or interfere with its use. 
My invention for the above purposes con 

sists in a seal press provided with a latch 
arranged between the two members of the 
press, that is to say, the handle or base and 
the lever of the press, said latch, under the 
construction which I prefer, being pivoted 
to one member and adapted to engage a de 
tent arranged in the other member. 
Another feature of my invention consists 

in arranging such latch so as not to project 
beyond the said members either to the sides 
or above and below. 
My invention also consists in such fur 

ther features, details of construction, and 
combination of parts as will be set forth 
below and then particularly pointed out in 
the claims. 
In the drawings accompanying this speci 

fication Figure 1 represents a side elevation 
of a seal-press embodying my invention in 
its open position; Fig. 2 a longitudinal ver 
tical section thereof, closed; Fig. 3 a vertical 
transverse section on line 3-3, Fig. 1; Figs. 
4 and 5 detail views in perspective of the 
handle and latch of the seal-press, respec 
tively; Fig. 6 a similar view of a modifica 
tion; and Fig. 7 a view of a blank for the 
latch under my invention. 

Referring to these drawings. A represents 
the usual C-shaped frame of a well-known 
type of notarial seal-press, said frame ex 
tending rearwardly to form a looped handle, 
a, and formed at its front with the enlarged 
bed or die plate, a?, which carries the lower 
die a”. The upper branch of the frame A 
is provided with a hollow bearing a within 
which is slidably arranged the stem of the 
upper die-plate B, upon which the upper 
Seal die is formed or mounted in the usual 
Way, said stem being yieldingly urged up 
ward by Spring pressure, as shown in my 
Letters Patent No. 535932. On the upper 
branch of the frame at G is also fulcrumed 
the die lever C. in the form of a bell-crank 
lever having friction rollers c', arranged to 
bear on a washer b on the die-plate B, when 
the arm 6 of lever C is depressed, thereby 
forcing the die plates a' and B together to 
emboss the seal or to make the impression. 
The frame A of the seal-press is formed 

with the strengthening longitudinal central 
rib or web, D, which, as shown, extends be 
low and to the rear of the frame and termi 
nates in the looped handle a, above referred 
to. At its lower rear edge the said web, D, 
is so shaped as to form lateral flanges d, d, 
on each side of the web, which flanges ex 
tend rearward and gradually merge in the 
loop a' of the looped handle a and forward 
So as to gradually merge in the said web. 
This flange is somewhat rounded off at the 
bottom as shown, and thus it forms a con 
venient surface for the fingers not engaging 
the loop (t", when the hand grasps the press 
to depress the lever C toward the handle a. 
In order to retain the seal-press in its 

closed condition or, in other Words, the lever 
C in its depressed position with respect to 
handle a, I provide a latch consisting of a 
hook, E, pivoted at e to the Web or vertical 
thinned portion a of the frame, the beake' 
of said hook being adapted to engage a de 
tent on the outwardly extending arm of 
lever C. The said detent, as shown in the 
drawings, consists of two lugs 6,6', punched 
out of the material of said lever and bent 
downward, so as to form retaining shoulders 
for the beake'. This is best shown in Figs. 
3 and 4. 
The form of the hook is best shown in 

Figs. 3 and 5. It is preferably stamped 
and embossed from Soft sheet steel or brass. 
Its stem e is embossed or curved in cross 
section to make it sufficiently rigid, while 
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its beak is left flat in cross section to give it 
the necessary pliability to engage the lugs 
6, 6', and to be thrust home between the 
same independently, to a certain extent, of 
the angle which the inner or under concave 
surface of the handle a may occupy with 
respect to the hook or latch E. In order to 
enter more readily into its seat between the 
lugs c', c', and the inner surface of the 
handle, the beak e' is pointed and tapered 
at its extremity, as shown. The latch E, as 
shown best in Figs. 3 and 5, is forked or 
provided with two ears e, et at its ex 
tremity opposite to the beak, the Said ears 
being bent at right angles to the stem and 
parallel to each other. This forked portion 
straddles the flat vertical lip a between the 
Web D and the loop a which extends up 
Ward above the lateral flanges d, d. The 
hook is pivoted to the said lip or support a 
by passing a pivot or pintlee' through the 
ear's e, e” and the lips (t, as best shown in 
Figs. 1 and 2. 
As shown particularly in Figs. 1 and 3, 

the lip at is somewhat recessed with rela 
tion to the web D, the depth of the recess 
being preferably sufficient to make the outer 
Surfaces of the earse', e", substantially flush. 
with the Surface of the web (see Fig. 3). 
This arrangement Serves to prevent the said 
eal's catching in the clothing when the seal 
press is introduced into the pocket. 
The hook or latch E, as shown, is made 

narrower laterally at every portion than 
the lateral width of the flanges d, d, and of 
the concave or dished handle a. For this 
reason and for the reason that its beak ex 
tends only as far as the inner under surface 
of the handle, when the press is closed, and 
that the forked end e, e, of the hook is 
above the lateral flanges d, d, it is clear 
that when the Seal-press is closed and latched 
as shown in Fig. 2, no portion of the same 
projects beyond the sides of the seal-press. 
There is hence no liability of the catch or 
hook catching in or coming into contact with 
the clothes of the user when inserting it 
into the pocket, and no danger of involun 
tarily opening or otherwise disturbing the 
latch. This construction, therefore, results 
in a Secure latching device, one which is 
shielded on all sides against contact with 
the clothing by the body of the press, and 
hence is not liable to get out of order. By 
making the beak e' tapered as shown it can 
be very securely wedged into engagement 
with the lugs 6', d'. 
The latch is bent into the shape as used 

from a blank, as shown in Fig. 7, which 
may be stamped or punched and embossed 

from soft sheet metal, such as Soft steel or 
brass, at one operation, as will be readily 
understood. 
The operation of the seal-press latching 

device is clear from the foregoing. 
Instead of forming its detent for the 

latch in the shape of lugs 6', d', as above de 
scribed, the same may be formed of a trans 
verse wire or rod c passing transversely 
through the side flanges of the concave 
handle a, as shown in Fig. 6, the ends of 
said wire being secured to the handle. 
There is thus formed a loop or recess which 
the beak e of the hook engages to lock the 
seal-press in its closed position. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Let 

ters-Patent is:- 
1. In a Seal-press, a frame having a rear 

Wardly extending vertical web terminating 
in a handle and formed with an intermediate 
Vertical lip, and lateral flanges extending 
to both sides below the lip, in combination 
with a rearwardly extending die-depressing 
lever pivoted at the forward portion of the 
frame, said lever being concave and pro 
vided with a detent on its lower surface, 
and a latch straddling and pivoted at its 
lower end on the lip of the frame and hav 
ing a beak for engaging the said detent. 

2. In a seal-press, a frame having a rear 
Wardly extending vertical Web terminating 
in a handle and formed with an intermediate 
vertical lip, in combination with a rear 
Wardly extending die depressing lever piv 
oted at the forward portion of the frame, 
said lever being concave and provided with 
a detent on its lower surface, and a latch 
straddling and pivoted at its lower end on 
the lip of the frame and having a beak for 
engaging the said detent. 

3. In a Seal-press a frame having a rear 
Wardly extending vertical web terminating 
in a handle and formed with an intermediate 
vertical lip, and lateraily extending flanges 
located below the intermediate vertical lip, 
in combination with a rearwardly extend 
ing die-depressing lever pivoted at the for 
ward portion of the frame, said lever being 
provided with a detent on its lower surface, 
and at an intermediate portion of the said 
lever, and a latch pivoted at its lower por 
tion on the vertical lip and having a beak 
for engaging the said detent. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 

signature in the presence of two witnesses. 
HERMAN H. WENTHE. 

Witnesses: 
L. E. SAUTER, 
I. A. GAYNOR. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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