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To all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, TIMOTHY G.RIORDAN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, County of Cook, State of Illinois, have 
invented a certain new and useful Improve 
ment in Razor-Strop Holders; and I declare 
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the invention, such as will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it pertains 
to make and use the same, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, which 
form a part of this specification. 
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3. 5 

My invention relates generally to devices 
for holding or suspending articles, and more 
particularly to a device specially adapted for 
holding razor-strops. It is necessary in hon 
ing razors to use several different materials 
in order that a sharp and smooth edge may 
be quickly obtained. In the manufacture of 
razor-strops it is customary to bind together 
at one end two straps, which are provided 
with a common swiveled supporting-eye to 
engage a fixed support and at the same time 
permit a rotation of the strop, so as to pre 
sent either surface desired to the razor. It 
is, however, frequently desirable to have 
ready for convenient use more than the two 
different sharpening materials afforded by a 
single strop constructed as above described. 
An object of my invention is to provide a 

holding device for securing to a single sup 
port two honing-strops, each composed of two 
different materials, so that either of the strops 
may be freely reversed to present the desired 
surface without interference from contact 
with the strop which is not in use. 
A further object of my invention is to pro 

vide a holding device for razor-strops which 
will be simple in construction, inexpensive 
in manufacture, and efficient in use. 
My invention consists, essentially, in two 

hooks each adapted to receive the swiveled 
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eye of a razor-strop, an intermediate portion 
uniting the hooks, and a supporting device 
swiveled to the intermediate portion. 
My invention will be more fully described 

hereinafter with reference to the accompany 
ing drawings, in which the same is illustrated 
as embodied in several convenient and prac 
tical forms, and in which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating 

my improved holding device with two razor 
strops supported thereby, the lower portions 
of the strops being broken away; Fig. 2, a 
plan view of a strip of metal from which one 
form of my device may be made; Fig. 3, a 
vertical sectional view through the center of 
the holding device; Fig. 4, a view, similar to 
Fig. 3, showing a modification; and Fig. 5, a 
view similar to Figs. 3 and 4, illustrating an 
other modified embodiment of my invention. 

Similar reference characters are used to 
designate similar parts in the several figures 
of the drawings. ... y 

Reference-letters A and A* indicate two 
hooks which are arranged back to back, with 
their open ends projecting in opposite direc 
tions. A indicates an intermediate portion 
which unites the hooks and is preferably 
formed integral there with. Suitable retain 
ing means is provided to secure the hooks in 
the desired positions, such means comprising 
either a rivet c, as shown in Fig. 3, or a band 
c', passing around the back portions of the 
hooks. (Illustrated in Fig. 4.) 
The holding device is provided with a 

swiveled supporting means, such means be 
ing illustrated in the form of an eye B, pro 
vided with an end b, which passes through 
an opening formed in the intermediate por 
tion A of the holding device. The end b may 
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be retained in the intermediate portion A by 
any suitable means-as, for instance, by en 
larging or heading the same-whereby the 
supporting-eye B is prevented from being de 
tached from the holding device, but at the 
same time is permitted to turn freely, owing 
to the diameter of the hole through the inter 
mediate portion being larger than that of the 
end b of the eye B. 
The holding device may be made of any 

suitable material and in any preferred man 
ner. In Fig. 2 I have shown a strip of metal, 
which may be readily bent into the shape 
desired to form the holding device. The end 
portions A" and A* are bent to form the hooks, 
while the intermediate portion. A serves as 
a support, through an opening a, in which the 
end of the swiveled eye B may be secured. 
The perforations a' a' are brought into regis 
ter to receive the rivet c, as clearly indicated 
in Fig. 3. A band c' may be passed around 

90 

95 

Ioo 

  

  



2 

the back portions of the hooks in lieu of the 
rivet c to retain the hooks in proper position, 
as illustrated in Fig. 4. 
While the holding device may conveniently 

5 be made of a strip of steel or other suitable 
metal, it may also be made of wire, as illus 
trated in Fig. 5, portions of the wire being 
flattened to receive the end of the swiveled 
supporting-eye and also to receive the retain 

Io ing-rivet c. 
In order to better illustrate the utility of 

my invention, I have shown in Fig. 1 two 
razor-strops supported thereby, each com 
posed of two different surfaces E and E' and 

15 D and D', respectively. These strops are pro 
vided with the usual means for supporting 
the same, comprising yokes e and d, respec 
tively, through which are swiveled the ends 
of supporting-eyes e' and d". 
The operation of my invention is as follows: 

The swiveled eye B is secured to a hook or 
other support after the swiveled eyes of the 
razor-strops have been inserted in the hooks 
A' and A*. If the surface E of the strop is 

25 to be used, the ends of the strops are held by 
the hand, so that the inclination of the strops 
is such as to most conveniently present the 
surface to the razor. If the surface D is de 
sired to be used, both strops may be together 

3o reversed, this being permitted by the rotation 
of the holding device A around the end of 
the swiveled eye B. If the surface E' is to be 
used, the front strop (shown in Fig. 1) after 
being grasped by the hand and extended to 

35 the desired position may be reversed, owing 
to the swiveled connection between the yoke 
e and the eye e', without interference from the 
other strop, which hangs down out of the path 
of rotation of the strop which is being used. 

4o If the surface D' of the under strop is to be 
used, the swiveled connections between the 
eye B and the holding device and between 
the yoke d and eye d' permit the surface to 
be readily presented without interference 

45 from the other strop, which falls down by 
gravity out of the path of rotation of the strop 
which is in use. w 

It should be noted that the rivet C in the 
form of my invention shown in Figs. 3 and 

5o 5 and the band C' in the modification of the 
device shown in Fig. 4 project into and par 
tially close the spaces between the united 
backs and the ends of the hooks through 
which the swiveled supporting-eyes of the 

55 strops or other articles must pass. The 
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rivet C or band C consequently reduces the 
width of the passage-ways of the hooks to a 
sizA less than the width of the swiveled sup 
porting-eye of the strops, and thereby per 
form the function of preventing the acciden 
tal detachment of the strops from the hooks 
in addition to the function of securing the 
backs of the hooks together to give strength 
and rigidity to the holding device. 
From the foregoing description it is evi 

dent that I have produced a holding device 
for suspending two razor-strops from the 
same support, so that either surface of either 
strop may be readily presented in proper po 
sition for use without interference from the 
strop which is not then in use. 
While I have shown and described the hold 

ing device as particularly adapted for sup 
porting razor-strops, it is obvious that it 
might advantageously be used for support 
ing other objects, and hence I do not desire 
to limit the same to any specific use. 
Having now fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure...by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. In a device of the character described, 
the combination with a plurality of hooks ar 
ranged back to back with their open ends 
projecting in opposite directions, of means 
fastening the backs of the hooks together 
said means projecting into the passages be 
tween the backs and ends of the hooks, an 
intermediate portion uniting said hooks, and 
a movable supporting device swiveled to said 
intermediate portion, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. In a device of the character described, 
the combination with two hooks having their 
backs in extended contact with each other 
and their open ends projecting in opposite 
directions and disposed in close proximity to 
their backs, of means for securing the backs 
of the hooks together said means projecting 
into and reducing the passages between the 
backs and ends of the hooks, an integral in 
termediate portion uniting said hooks, and 
a supporting-eye swiveled to said interme 
diate portion, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I sign this specifica 
tion in the presence of two witnesses. 

TIMOTHY G. RIORDAN. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. L. WILKINSON, 
CLARA. C. CUNNINGHAM. 
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