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EVER BOLT FOR TRUNKS AND BE LIKE. 

Application filed January 15, 1924. Serial No. 686,415. 

This invention relates to that class of bolts 
or fasteners which are commonly employed 
upon the fronts of trunks, suit cases and the 
iike, near the opposite ends thereof, one 
member being attached to the cover and the 
other to the body, to draw said cover into 
tightly closed relation to the body and hold 
1t there. 
The objects of the invention are to secure 

a lever-bolt of pleasing appearance, and one 
upon which dresses and the like will not 
catch; to provide a lever-bolt which can 
be made strong and so that its parts can 
not escape from one another; to secure a 
simplified construction which shall facilitate 
the assembling of parts and enable the same 
to be sealed in closed position; to secure an 
improved spring bearing for the lever mem 
ber so that the spring shall exert a continu 
ous action thereon, and to obtain other ad 
vantages and results as may be brought out 
by the following description. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
in which like numerals of reference indicate 
the same parts throughout the several views, 

Figure 1 is a face view of the bolt closed 
or locked, with portions broken away and in 
section to show the engaging members; 

Figure 2 is a section taken on line 2-2 
of 1, the dash and dot construction showing 
the open position of the lever and link; 

Figure 3 is a face view of the base plate 
of the main member of the bolt, showing the 
fastening means for the spring; 

Figure 4 is a section taken on line 4-4 of 
l, an 
Figure 5 is a section taken online 5-5 of 1. 
In the specific embodiment of the inven 

tiom shown in said drawings, reference nu 
merals 1 and 2 indicate the main and keeper 
portions respectively of my improved lever 
bolt, the main portion 1 being adapted to be 
secured to the body of a trunk or the like 
by means of holes 3 in its base plate 4 and 
the keeper 2 being adapted to be secured 
to the cover of the trunk or the like by means 
of holes 5 in its base plate 6, all as will be 
readily understood by those skilled in the 
art. Both said base plates have marginal 
flanges, 7 and 8 respectively to engage the 
surfaces to which they are to be secured, 
the marginal flange 8 of the keeper being 
shown cut away as at 9 to receive the valance 
of the cover of the trunk or the like. 
The keeper member 2 has upon the front 

of its base plate 6 and adjacent to the lower 

edge thereof a keeper 10 which is shown as 
stamped out of sheet metal into hollow box 
like form and secured to the base plate 6 by lugs 11 extending therethrough and bent 
over. This keeper 10 provides at its end a 
tongue 12 projecting from the edge of the 
keeper member which meets the main mem 
ber 1 and also provides an opposite under 
cut hook 13 to receive the link of the main 
menuber hereinafter described. 
The main member 1 has upon its base 

plate 4 and adjacent the edge thereof which 
meets the keeper member, a boss 14 which 
is shown as hollow and struck up from sheet 
metal with lugs 15 to extend through slots 
in the base plate and be bent over to secure 
the boss thereto. This boss has an opening 
at its end next the keeper member to receive 
the tongue 12 thereon, and at the opposite 
side of the boss a lever 16 is hinged thereto 
upon a hinge pin 17, preferably, this hing 
ing is effected by marginal ears 18, 18 upon 
the lever and adjacent ears 19, 19 upon the 
boss, all said ears being curled around the 
hinge pin 17, and said hinge pin being at 
itsends concealed and held against longi 
tudinal movement by projecting portions 
20, 20 of the side walls of the boss. Fur 
thermore, the lever 16 has at the hinge pin 
17 a central tongue 21 which projects in 
Wardly back of said hinge pin to engage 
a leaf spring 22 adapted to hold said lever 
either closed as shown full in Figure 2 or 
else open as shown in dash and dot lines in 
Figure 2. In order to give the tongue 21 a 
bearing for the spring 22 which will enable 
said spring to throw the lever through a 
greater range of movement said tongue is 
at its extremity longitudinally hollowed as 
at 23, so that in one position the opposite 
edge walls of said hollowed extremity rest 
upon the spring 22 as shown in full lines 
in Figure 2 and in Figure 4, while in the 
other or open position of the lever the 
rounded back of the tongue 21 rests upon 
the spring as shown in dash and dot lines 
in Figure 2. 
The leaf spring 22 is preferably mounted 

upon base plate 4 by striking up therefrom 
a strip 24, see Figure 3 more especially, un 
der which the leaf spring passes, its ex 
tremity entering through a slit 25 to lie 
beneath a struck-up portion 26 whose side 
opposite the slit 25 is closed. After the 
spring is inserted, the strip 24 can be pressed 
down upon the spring to hold it, and in 
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this way the spring is held without danger 
of cracking it by passing a rivet through it 
or the like. 
The lever 16 is a hollow box-like member 

of sheet metal provided opposite its hinged 
end with a finger piece 27 which is far 
enough from the hinge so that the lever 
closes down upon the base plate 4 beyond 
the struck-up spring Socket 26 and covers 
the same. Preferably, the side walls of the 
lever are notched as at 28, in alinement with 
said struck-up portion 26 so that a wire can 
be threaded therethrough and its ends re 
ceive a seal 29 at the front of the lever to 
retain the same in closed or locked position, 
as shown in dash and dot lines in Figures 1 
and 2. 
To the opposite outer sides of the lever 16 

are pivoted the arms 30 of a link 31, said 
arms being shown as receiving the ends of 
a pin 32 extending therethrough and 
through the lever and being riveted or 
headed over outside said arms. The other 
end of the link 30 is of box-like formation 
So as to overlie the keeper 10 and adjacent 
: of the boss 14, as clearly shown in 
figures 1 and 2, and cover the same and 
joint between them. The end wall of the 
box-like portion 33 of the link is inclined, 
as shown at 34 in Figure 2, to hook over 
the undercut Wall of the keeper 10, and 
preferably the edge of this said wall is 
curled inward as at 35. 
By the construction thus described I not 

only secure great strength and rigidity but 
I also secure a very neat and pleasing ap 
pearance in that the keeper and its joint 
with the boss on the main member of the 
device are covered and concealed. Further 
more, there is little danger of a lady's dress 
or the like catching in the lever-bolt and 
becoming torn, as she passes the trunk. 
These advantages, as well as the other ad 
vantages of my improved construction, may 
be secured in greater or less degree by modi 
fications which could be made by those 
skilled in the art without departing from 
the Spirit and scope of my invention, and 
I do not wish to be understood as restrict 
ing myself except as required by the follow 
ing claims when construed in the light of 
the prior art. 

aving thus described the invention, 
what I claim is: 

1. In a fastener of the character de 
scribed, the combination of a keeper, a boss 
adapted to alline with said keeper when the 
fastener is closed, a lever hinged to said 
boss, and a link hinged to said lever to draw 
into engagement with said keeper as the 
lever is swung and having a transversely 
closed portion which covers the joint be 
tween the keeper and boss when the fastener 
is closed. 
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Scribed, the combination of a keeper on ong 
member, a boss on the other member, a lever 
pivoted to said boss, and a link pivoted to 
said lever to draw into engagement with 
?aid keeper as the lever is swung and hav 
ing a transversely closed portion which 
covers the keeper and the joint between said 
keeper and boss when the fastener is closed. 

8. In a fastener of the character de 
Scribed, the combination of a keeper on one 
member, a lever pivoted to the other mem 
bel, and a link pivoted to said lever having 
an end portion to draw into engagement 
With Said keeper as the lever is swung and a 
transversely closed front portion which cov 
ers the limeeting of the two members between 
said keeper and lever when the fastener is 
closed. 

4. In a fastener of the character de 
Scribed, the combination of a keeper on one 
lulember, a lever pivoted to the other mem 
ber, and a link pivoted to said lever and 
having a box-like end portion to draw into 
engagement with Said keeper and extend 
therefrom past the joint between the mem 
bers when the fastener is closed. 

5. In a fastener of the character de 
Scribed, the combination of a keeper on one 
member, a lever pivoted to the other mem 
bel, and a link having an end portion to 
draw into locked engagement with said 
lkeeper a transversely closed front portion 
which covers the meeting of the two mem 
bers between the keeper and lever when 
said locked engagement occurs and side por 
tions receiving between themselves said 
lever and pivotally riveted thereto. 

6. In a lever-bolt, a member compris 
ing a base-plate having a raised portion 
forming a stop and an adjacent raised 
clamping portion, a leaf spring extending 
beneath said clamping portion with its end 
engaging said stop, a lever pivotally mount 
ed on Said base-plate and engaged by said 
Spring, and a link pivoted to said lever. 

. In a lever-bolt, a member comprising 
a base-plate having a raised hollow seat 
With a slit in one side and having a raised 
strip adjacent said slit, a leaf spring ex 
tending beneath said strip and through said 
slit into said seat, a lever pivotally mounted 
On Said base-plate and engaged by said 
spring, and a link pivoted to said lever. 

8. In a lever-bolt, a member comprising 
a base-plate having a raised hollow portion 
with open ends, a leaf spring on said base 
plate having its end engaging said raised 
hollow portion, a transversely hollowed 
lever pivotally mounted on the base-plate to 
cover Said raised portion when closed and 
having in its sides openings at the ends of 
the raised portion, said lever engaged by 
said spring, and a link pivoted to said lever, 
whereby when the lever is closed a wire or 

O 

5 

80 

85 

O 

95 

0. 

Os 

10 

2 

2. In a fastener of the character de- the like can be passed through its said side 10 



O 

1,603,418 

openings and the open ends of the raised 
portion and secured at the front of the lever 
to lock it against opening. 

9. In a lever-bolt, a member comprising 
a box-like boss having opposite parallel side 
portions, a pin extending between said side 
portions with its ends in abutting relation 
thereto, a box-like lever, said lever and boss 
having ears curled around said pin, and a 
link pivoted to said lever. 

10. In a lever-bolt, a member comprising 
a base-plate, a leaf spring mounted on said 
base plate, a pivoted lever mounted over 
said leaf spring and having a tongue with 

its end transversely bent to form at one side 
spaced contacts with the spring in one posi 
tion of the lever and at the other side an 
intermediate contact with the spring in an 
other position of the lever, and a link piv 
oted to said lever. 

11. In a lever-bolt, a keeper having an 
undercut side on one member, a lever piv 
oted to a cooperating member, and a link 
pivoted to said lever having a box-like end 
portion to receive said keeper and an in 
wardly curled end edge to lie beneath the 
undercut side of the keeper. 

CHARLES E. SCHIEDER. 
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