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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN WILLIAM COBB, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Thom-
asville, in the county of Thomas and State of

5 Georgia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Cotton-Choppers; and1
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art

1o to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

This invention relates to cotton-choppers;
and has for its object the provision of a ma-
chine which will be efficient and give satis-

15 factory results, and which will be simple,
easily managed, and automatic in its chop-
ping action, whereby the plants will be left
standing at stated intervals.

The improvements cousist of the novel fea-

20 tures which will behereinafter more fully de-
scribed and claimed, and which are shown in
the annexed drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of a machine em-
bodying my invention; Fig. 2, asectionalside

25 view of the chopping-knife, the lower end of
the beam, and the fastenings for securing the
knife to the said beam, the parts being de-
tached and arranged in their relative posi-
tion. Fig. 8 is a detail of the scraper-blade.

30 Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the double-in-
clined tappet-head.

The frame A is oblong in form and mounted-

on the wheels C, which are secured on the
axle B, so as to turn therewith. The arms b,
35 projected from the axle in the required num-
ber, have wedge-shaped or double-inclined
heads 17, the sides of which engage with tap-
pets D on the opposing sides of the beams &,
that are pivoted at their front ends to the
40 front end of the frame A, preferably by hav-
ing sockets which are fitted over pintles fon
the iron F. The rear ends of the beams are
curved down and their lower ends are fat-
tened to form the seat e for the blades G,
‘45 which are of usual shape. The fastening-
bolt H passes through slot g in the blades and
slot ¢’ in the seat e. By loosening the bolt
the blades can be adjusted laterally and ver-
tically, as will be readily understood. The

beams are supportéd near their rear ends by 50
the keepers I, through which they pass, and
are limited in theirmovements. Thereby the
springs J serve to keep the beams at the ing
ner limit of their movements. The cross-bar
K at the front end of the frame braces the 55
structure and serves to hold the beams on
the pintles fin the absence of other provis-
jons. Anut f’ on the projecting end of each
pintle will liold the beam thereon. (See Fig.
2.) The clevis L hasits threaded ends passed 6o
through the front end of the frame and
through the iron . The handles M are se-
cured to the frame in any well-known manner.

The operation of the machine is as follows:
The implement is drawn over the fleld, and 65
the axle being set in motion by the contact
of the wheels with the ground carriesthe arms
and the inclined headsaround in a circle,and
the heads passing between the tappets D push
them laterally and effect a separation of the 7o
blade G G and leave the desired number of
plants standing. The springs J bring the
blades together after being released from the
influence of the tappets.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what 75
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is— .

1. The combination, with the beams adapted
to yield laterally and having the catting de-
vices and having tappets applied on their 8o
opposing sides, of the rotating axle having
arms and wedge-shaped heads on the said
arms, substantially as set forth.

2. The combination, with the beams pivoted
at their front ends and keepers to support 85
the said beams near their rear endsand limit
their movements, of the springs for retaining
the said beams to their normal position, and
the axle having cam-heads to engage with
and effect a separation of thesaid beams, sub- go
stantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. .

JOHN WILLIAM COBB.

Witnesses:
RIsDEN SMITH, Jr,

ARTHUR PATTEN.



