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This invention relates to key cases. 
An object of the invention is to provide an 

improved key case having a tubular support at 
tached to one marginal edge of an enclosing 
Section of flexible material and provided with 
circumferential slots formed with enlarged holes 
at one end for receiving the headed ends of 
key hangers and pivotally supporting the latter, 
in combination with a plate mounted for sliding 
movements in a guide formed in connection with 
Said tubular support, and a pivoted lever device . 
for actuating said plate to open said holes and 
permit the headed ends of said hangers to be 
inserted into or withdrawn from said slots." 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

improved releasable means for retaining pivoted 
key hangers in connection with a supporting ele 
ment, comprising a lever and means operated 
thereby for moving a retaining plate to and from 
effective position in the support. 
Other objects will appear from the following 

description, reference being made to the annexed 
drawing, in which 

Fig. 1 is an open plan view of my improved 
key case having several detachable hooks or 
hangers in connection therewith. 

Fig. 2 is a view showing the key case closed. 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view on 

the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 4 is a similar sectional view on the line 

4-6 of Fig. 1. - 
Fig. 5 is an end elevation of the present inven 

tion, the key case being in section, on the line 
5-5 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view on the line 4-6 of 
Fig. 1 showing the parts in position to permit 
insertion and withdrawal of a key hanger or 
hook. 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the pivoted actu 
ating lever by which the hook retaining plate 
is moved from the position in which it closes 
the holes through which the headed ends of the 
hooks or hangers are passed when they are at 
tached to or removed from the device. 

Fig. 8 is an opposite plan view of the support 
ing plate from that shown in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 9 is a view showing the enlarged holes at 
the ends of the slots through which the headed 
ends of the key hooks or hangers are passed. 
The enclosing portion of the case is made of 

flexible material, usually of leather, and is formed 
with fold lines and 2 providing a middle panel 
3, a side flap 4, and a side flap 5. These side 
flaps are arranged to fold one upon the other 
to form a closed key case, as shown in Fig. 2, 

Space separating said portions 8 and 0, and 

and are equipped with engageable and releasable 
fasteners 6 and 7, such as glove fasteners, where 
by the case may bé held closed or easily opened. 
A unitary plate is formed to provide a flat por 

tion 8 adapted to seat against the inner side of 
the panel 3 at one end, a tubular portion 9 
across the upper end of the flat portion 8, and 
a flat portion 0 parallel with the flat portion 8 
and having a rebent lower margin in continu 
ation of the portion 8. The parts 8 and to of 0 
this unitary plate are separated by an interven 
ing space in which a plate 2 is mounted for slid 
ing movements. The ends 13 of one of the por 
tions 8 or 0 are bent and extended across the 
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Will guide and prevent endwise displacement of 
the plate. 2. The tubular portion 9 is formed 
With a number of circumferential slots f4 ex 
tending approximately from the part O to the 
diametrically opposite side of the part 9. The ? 
upper ends of said slots are formed with en 
larged holes 5 through which the heads 6 of 
the key hooks or hangers 7 may be passed. The 
diameter of the heads 6 is greater than the 
width of the slots 4 and is slightly less than 25 the width of the holes 5. Therefore, when the 
heads 6 are Within the tube 9 as shown, the 
hooks or hangers 7 will be pivotally supported 
and may swing about the tube 9 so as to extend 
downwardly or upwardly therefron, and can turn, 
or rotate freely. . 
The upper edge of the sliding plate f2 is formed 

with an outwardly extended portion 8 within 
the tube 9 and an upwardly extended flange 9 
along the edge, or a part of the edge, of the 35 
portion fa. The portion f 8 of the plate 2 ex 
tends far enough to close the holes 5 and pre 
vent the heads 6 of the hangers 7 from pass 
ing through said holes. A spring 20 is located 
Within the tube 9 between the lower side of 
Said tube and the extended part 8 of the plate 
2, and functions to move, the plate 2 upwardly 
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to position to close the holes 5, and will yield to 
pressure applied against the portion 8 to per 
mit the plate 2 to be moved downwardly to po 
Sition to open the holes 5 (Fig. 6). 
A rocking bar 2 extends into the tube 9 be 

tween the extension 8 and the upper wall of 
the tube and is engaged by the flange 9. A 
projection 22 on the rocking bar or cam 2 en- , , 
gages in a hole 23 formed in the part 8, and 
thereby holds said cam bar from longitudinal 
displacement. One end of the can bar 2 is 
formed with a finger grip 24 whereby said cam 
bar may be turned from the position in which 



O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

65 

75 

2 
it is normally held by pressure of the spring 20 
against the extension 8 to position to move the 
plate 2 downwardly against the power of said 
spring and thereby open the holes 5 to permit 
passage of the heads 6 therethrough. The Spring 
20 is engaged by a lug 25 on the extension 8 and 
thereby held from displacement. 
The device is attached to the middle panel 3 of 

the key case by rivets 26 passing through the 
parts 8 and 0 and through elongated slots 2 
in the plate f2, and also through the panel 3. 
of the key case. These rivets hold the parts in 
firmly attached relationship, and do not inter 
fere in any way with the movement and func 
tioning of the plate 2 to open and to close the 
holes 5. The part f8 does not interfere with 
the free swinging and pivotal movements of the 
key hangers. 
The key hangers may be of any desired con 

struction or form having heads 6 capable of 
passing through holes 5 in the tubular Support 
ing part of the device. 
The construction and arrangement of the parts 

may be varied as widely as the scope of equiva 
lent limits will permit without departure from 
the nature and principle of the invention. 
I claim: 
1. In a key case having a section of flexible 

material forming an enclosure, a plate attached 
to one end of said section, and a tubular part in 
connection with said plate having circumferential 
slots and enlarged holes at adjacent ends of Said 
slots; means forming a guide along one side of 
said tubular part adjacent to said section, a plate 
mounted for sliding movements in said guide for 
movement to and from position to close Said. 
holes, a member mounted between said second 
plate and said tubular part for moving said sec 
Ond plate from a position in which it closes said 
holes to a position in which said holes are Open, 
manual means for operating said member to move 
Said second plate as aforesaid, a device for mov 
ing said second plate to a position to close said 
holes, and key hangers extending through said 
slots and having heads pivotally engaging the . 
inner side of said tubular part and having a di 
ameter greater than said slots and less than said 
holes. 

2. In a key case having a section of flexible 
material forming an enclosure, a plate attached 
to one end of said section, a tubular part in con 
nection with said plate having circumferential 
slots and enlarged holes at adjacent ends of said 
slots, and a guide extending from one side of Said 
tubular part; key hangers extending through said 
slots and pivotally engaging the inner side of Said 
tubular part, a plate mounted for sliding move 
ments in said guide, an extended part in connec 
tion with said plate for Opening and closing said 
holes, a spring for holding said plate in a posi 
tion in which said extended part closes said holes 
and prevents said key hangers from becoming de 
tached from said tubular part, and a rocking 
member mounted between said second plate and 
said tubular part for moving said second plate to 
a position to open Said holes and permit detach 
ment of said key hangers. 

3. In a key case having a section of material 
forming an enclosure, a tubular part attached to 
Said Section and having circumferential slots and 
enlarged holes at adjacent ends of said slots; key 
hangers extending through said slots and having 
heads pivotally engaging the inner side of Said 
tubular part and having a diameter greater than 
said slots and less than said holes, a closure mem 
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ber mounted in said tubular part and being mov 
able from a position in which it closes Said holes 
to a position in which said holes are Open, a 
rocking member mounted between Said closure 
member and said tubular part for moving Said 
closure member to a position to open said holes 
and permit movement of said heads through said 
holes to attach key hangers to said tubular part 
or detach said hangers from said tubular part, 
and means for moving said closure member to a 
position to close said holes. 

4. In a key case having a section of material 
forming an enclosure, a tubular part attached to 
said section and having circumferential slots and 
enlarged holes at adjacent ends of Said slots; key 
hangers extending through said slots and having 
heads Within Said tubular part of greater diam 
eter than said slots and less than said holes, a 
plate mounted for movement from a position in 
which it closes said holes to a position in which 
said holes are open, a rocking member mounted 
between said plate and said tubular part, means 
for rocking said member to move said plate to a 
position to open said holes, means for preventing 
longitudinal and lateral displacement respec 
tively of said member, means for rocking Said 
member, and means for moving said plate to a 
position to close said holes 

5. In a key case having a section of material 
forming an enclosure, a tubular part attached to 
said section and having circumferential slots and 
enlarged holes at adjacent ends of said slots; a 
device mounted in said tubular part for move 
ment to and from a position to close said holes, 
an actuator mounted between Said device and 
said tubular part for moving said device as afore 
said, manual means for operating said actuator, 
and a spring for moving said device to a position 
to close said holes. 

6. In a key case having a section of material 
forming an enclosure, and a tubular part at 
tached to said section and having circumferential 
slots with enlarged holes at adjacent ends of said 
slots; key hangers extending through said slots 
and having heads pivotally engaging the inner 
side of said tubular part and having a diameter 
greater than said slots and less than said holes, 
a device mounted in said tubular part for move 
ment to and from a position to close Said holes, 
an actuator mounted between said device and 
said tubular part for moving said device from a 
position to close said holes, means for holding said 
actuator from displacement, a finger grip in con 
nection with said actuator adjacent to one end of 
said tubular part for operating said actuator, 
and a Spring enclosed in Said tubular part for 
moving said device to a position to close said 
holes. 

7. In a key case having a section of material 
forming an enclosure, and a tubular part attached 
to said section and having circumferential slots 
with enlarged holes at adjacent ends of said 
slots; a plate extending into said tubular part for 
movement to and from position to close said 
holes, a cam member mounted between said plate 
and said tubular part for moving Said plate from 
a position in Which said plate closes said holes, 
manual means for operating said cam member to 
move said plate as aforesaid, a spring enclosed in 
said tubular part for moving said plate to a po 
sition to close said holes, and means in Said tubu 
lar part preventing displacement of Said Spring. 

8. In a key case having a section of material 
forming an enclosure, and a tubular part at 
tached to said section and having circumferential 
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slots with enlarged holes at adjacent ends of Said 
slots; an angular plate mounted in said tubular 
part for movement to and from position to close 
said holes, means in connection with said tubu 
lar part for guiding said plate and preventing 
displacement thereof, a can member mounted 
between said plate and said tubular part for mov 
ing said plate from a position in which said plate 
closes Said holes, means in COnnection. With said 

plate holding said cam member from lateral dis 
placement, means for holding said cam member 
from longitudinal displacement, a finger grip for 
Operating said cam member to move said plate 
from said position in which it closes said holes, 
and a spring for moving said plate to a position 
to close said holes. - 

EDWARD A. KOELLING. 


