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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

SARAH HART, OF ST.

LOUIS, MICHIGAN.

SELF-SUSTAINING SOOT-CATCHER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 460,205, dated September 29, 1891.
Application filed March 12, 1891, Serial No. 384,796, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SARAH HART, a citizen
of the United States, residing at 8t. Louis; in
the county of Gratiot and State of Michigan,
have invented certain new and useful Im.
provements in Self-Sustaining Soot-Catchers;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the figures of refer-

this specification.

My invention relates to soot-catchers for
household purposes; and its object is to pro-
vide a pan so made that it will remain in po-
sition when the stove-pipe is removed with-
out assistance and ready at all times to catch
the soot that may fall from the pipe or chim-
ney, which otherwise would go upon the car-
pet, greatly to its damage and the chagrin of
those operating.

Figure 1 shows my complete self-sustain-
ing soot-catcher. Fig. 2 showsthe position of
the soot-catcher ready for use. '

. 1 1is the pan or receptacle for the soot and
may be made of tin or other serviceable ma-
terial.

2 is a piece of tin or other metal bentsemi-
circularly and secured to the back of 1. Itis

of the size and shape of a chimney-thimble
and designed to slide into the thimble-hole
between it and the stove-pipe. I provide
handles 3 for the pan, which may be on the
ends, as shown, or in other suitable position.
2 should be of sufficient length to pass into
the thimble far enough to sustain the weight

of 1 when filled with soot. As previously
stated, I push the part 2 into the thimble be-
tween the pipe and the thimble. Then I re-
move the pipe, the catcher remaining in posi-
tion, and if there is anysoot in the end of the
pipe it will drop into the pan. Then by using
a bent rod I can scrape the inside of the
chimney, raking the soot out into the pan,
which can then be removed.

This article will be found of great conven-
ience to housekeepers, as well as a great sav-
ing of labor and expense in washing or re-
placing carpets.

I do not wish to confine myself to any spe-
cial form of parts, and therefore any change
may be made as comes within ordinary me-
chanical skill without departing from the
prineiple of my invention. _

Having thus described my invention, what
I cldim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

As anew article of manufacture, a self-sus-
taining soot-catcher consisting of areceptacle
for the soot provided with a rear projection
semicircular in form, being a coneavo-convex
plate and adapted to be inserted into the
chimney-thimble under the pipe and holding
the receptacle against the wall under the pipe,
whereby when the pipe is withdrawn from
the thimble the soot will be ecaught in the re-
ceptacle, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof L affix my signature in
Dpresence of two witnesses.

_ SARAH HART.
Witnesses: :

L. C. ScHMALIS,
J. T. PHILLIPS.
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