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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to packaging,
such as a box, which may be used in the packaging of
any item. Examples are the packaging of pharmaceutical
products, mobile telephones, mp3 players, portable com-
puter games consoles, compact discs, digital video discs,
chocolates, cosmetics, cigarettes, swatch samples and
information cards.
[0002] Pharmaceutical products such as tablets and
capsules are often packaged in blister packs. Blister
packs comprise a moulded plastic base having raised
areas or blisters for containing the tablets or capsules,
and the base is covered by foil. Blister packs are usually
packaged in a box together with a leaflet containing in-
formation about the medication.
[0003] Packaging is important when marketing a prod-
uct as good packaging may result in increased sales of
the product. Good packaging should hold items securely,
but also be easy and convenient to open by people of all
levels of ability and dexterity. In addition to these func-
tional attributes, good packaging should also have an
attractive appearance and, preferably, intriguing charac-
teristics.
[0004] EP1140639 of the Applicant, the subject matter
of which is incorporated into this specification by refer-
ence, describes a box comprising a generally tubular
sleeve defining a through passage, a planar divider ex-
tending across said passage, a belt extending around
said divider, and a tray member extending into said pas-
sage, characterised in that the box further comprises a
tab member extending into said passage, and wherein
each of said tray member and said tab member are at-
tached to said belt, such that when said tab member is
moved out of said passage in a first direction said tray
member moves out of said passage in a second direction
opposite to said first direction, and said belt is in the form
of a continuous loop such that when said tab member is
moved into said passage in said second direction said
tray member moves into said passage in said first direc-
tion.
[0005] The box of EP1140639 is appealing as a user
is surprised, upon first opening the box, that the tray
moves automatically in the opposite direction when the
tab member is pulled.
[0006] The Applicant has also devised an improved
box or package, which is described in UK patent appli-
cation GB 0519581.3, published as GB 2428236, and
which includes first and second tab members which lie
substantially on the same plane as each other, and a
means for driving the movement of one of the tab mem-
bers, wherein the tab members are arranged to co-op-
erate with the drive means such that moving the first tab
member in a first direction causes the second tab mem-
ber to move in a second direction opposite to said first
direction, said movement of the tab members being in a
plane parallel to the plane on which the tab members lie.
[0007] GB 0519581.3 also describes a further im-

proved package comprising an open-ended sleeve, a tab
member moveable in and out of the sleeve through the
open end, and a lid moveable in response to said move-
ment of the tab member, the lid being moveable between
a closed position in which the lid substantially covers the
open end when the tab member is within the sleeve and
an open position in which the lid allows the tab member
to protrude from the sleeve through the open end, where-
in the lid is a web having opposed ends that at one end
joins the sleeve at a first hinge and at another end joins
the tab member at a second hinge such that relative
movement of the second hinge with respect to the first
hinge drives said movement of the lid.
[0008] It is an object of the invention to provide im-
proved packaging, which is even more interesting, at-
tractive and/or surprising than the prior art.
[0009] The invention provides a package comprising
a belt extending between a first end and a second end
of a belt path; and first and second tab members attached
to the belt such that when the first tab member is moved
in a first direction, the second tab member is driven by
the belt to move in a second direction different to the first
direction; wherein the tab members are attached to the
belt by respective bonds, the movement of the tab mem-
bers in either direction being delimited by at least one
bond reaching an end of the belt path; and when at least
one of the tab members is in a closed position, said bond
is positioned inwardly from the ends of the belt path so
that said tab member can move in both the first  and
second directions from the closed position before the
bond reaches an end of the belt path to delimit said move-
ment.
[0010] The package is particularly suitable for packag-
ing pharmaceutical products, although the invention is
not limited to such applications. For example, one or both
tab members may comprise a blister pack containing tab-
lets or capsules. The blister pack may be attached directly
to the belt by a bond, the blister pack thereby forming a
tab member. One or both of the tab members may also
be printed with information regarding the medication.
Conveniently, therefore, the information is always kept
together with the medication.
[0011] Preferably, the bond that delimits movement of
the or each tab member is positioned substantially mid-
way between the ends of the belt path when at least one
of the tab members is in the closed position. This means
that the or each tab member has an equidistant distance
from the closed position until its or their movement is
delimited by at least one bond reaching an end of the
belt path. By virtue of this arrangement, said tab member
can move from the closed position in both the first direc-
tion and the second direction.
[0012] In other embodiments of the invention, the
bonds may be offset from one another along the length
of the belt path when at least one of the tab members is
in the closed position. This arrangement provides the
package with an asymmetric opening characteristic,
whereby the or each tab member can be moved to a
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different maximum extent in the first and second direc-
tions respectively.
[0013] Preferably, when one of the tab members is in
its closed position, said tab member overlies the belt path,
and when both of the tab members are in their closed
positions, the tab members together sandwich the belt
path. The or each tab member is longer than or equal to
the length of the belt path.
[0014] Advantageously, the package comprises a
sleeve having opposed open ends, wherein at least one
of the tab members is wholly or substantially within the
sleeve when in the  closed position and can protrude from
the sleeve through one or other of the open ends when
moved in either of the first and second directions. The or
each tab member may be shorter than or equal to the
length of the sleeve. In some embodiments of the inven-
tion, one or both of the tab members may include extend-
ed portions which protrude from the sleeve when said
tab member is in the closed position, thereby enabling a
user easily to grasp and pull the extended portion to open
the package.
[0015] In the package comprising the sleeve, when
both of the tab members are in their closed positions,
upper and lower walls of the sleeve together sandwich
the tab members and the belt path.
[0016] Preferably, the first and second directions are
opposing directions whereby the first and second tab
members are caused to move away from and towards
each other, and the belt is a continuous loop which ex-
tends around a planar divider.
[0017] In this way, a tab member which is enclosed
within the sleeve of the package when in the closed po-
sition can be caused to protrude from the sleeve through
one or other of the open ends when moved in either of
the first and second directions. This has the advantage
that a tab member can be accessed from two ends of the
package.
[0018] When the tab member is a tray, this means that
the contents of the tray can also be accessed from two
ends of the package. If the bonds which delimit move-
ment are each positioned substantially midway between
the ends of the belt path when the tab members are in
closed positions, then the package construction may be
particularly suited to supporting and storing heavy ob-
jects as a maximum of only approximately half the length
of the tray member can protrude from the sleeve in either
direction as further movement of the tray member is de-
limited by at least one bond reaching an end of the belt
path.
[0019] If, however, the bonds are offset from one an-
other when the tab members are in closed positions, then
the first and second tab members can each protrude from
the sleeve to different maximum extents when moved in
the first and second directions respectively.
[0020] This arrangement is particularly suitable for
packaging tablets or capsules. For example, if one or
both of the tab members is a blister pack, then opening
the package in one direction may provide access to fewer

tablets or capsules in the blister pack than when the pack-
age is opened in the other direction. The package may
be arranged such that tablets which are for taking during
the day can be accessed when the package is opened
in one direction, and tablets which are for taking during
the night can be accessed when the package is opened
in the other direction. This helps the user to distinguish
between different types of tablet; moreover, it suits an
arrangement in which more of one kind of tablet are re-
quired than the other type of tablet.
[0021] In order that this invention may be more readily
understood, currently preferred embodiments will now
be further described by way of example with reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figures 1(a) to 1(c) are perspective views of a box,
according to an embodiment of the invention, includ-
ing first and second tab members, a divider and a
sleeve, when the tab members are (a) in a closed
position, (b) open in a first direction, and (c) open in
a second direction;

Figure 2 is an exploded perspective view of the box
of Figure 1, with the sleeve omitted for clarity;

Figure 3(a) is a perspective view of the sleeve of a
box according to an embodiment of the invention;

Figure 3(b) is a plan view of an upper face of a divider
suitable for boxes of the invention;

Figure 3(c) is a perspective view of a tab member
suitable for boxes of the invention;

Figures 4(a) to 4(c) are schematic cross-sections on
line A-A of the box of Figure 1(a), when the tab mem-
bers are (a) in a closed position, (b) open in the first
direction, and (c) open in the second direction;

Figures 5(a) to 5(c) are cross-sections similar to
those of Figure 4, but of an alternative embodiment
of the invention;

Figures 6(a) to 6(c) are cross-sections similar to
those of Figures 4 and 5, but of a further embodiment
of the invention;

Figure 7 is a plan view of a blank of a sleeve of a
box according to any embodiment of the invention;
and

Figure 8 is a plan view of a blank of a variant of the
sleeve of Figure 7.

[0022] Referring initially to Figures 1 and 2, there is
shown a box 10 suitable for packaging and/or for display
purposes. The box 10 includes a hollow rectangular body
or sleeve 12 defining a through passage for housing a
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first tab member 14 and a second tab member 16. As
can best be seen in Figure 3(a), the sleeve 12 has an
upper wall 18, a lower wall 20, two side walls 22, 24 and
two open ends 26, 28. The box 10 also includes a planar
divider 30 extending across the passage, between the
open ends 26, 28 of the sleeve 12, and dividing the pas-
sage into upper and lower passages. The tab members
14, 16 extend the length of the through passage and, in
this embodiment, are dimensioned so that they can be
accommodated wholly within the sleeve 12. The first tab
member 14 is housed in the lower passage, and the sec-
ond tab member 16 is housed in the upper passage. The
tab members 14, 16 are movable back and forth, relative
to the divider 30 and the sleeve 12, towards and away
from one another.
[0023] As can be most clearly seen in Figures 2 and 3
(b), the divider 30 has upper and lower faces  34, 36, two
side edges 38, 40 and two ends 37, 39, and is substan-
tially rectangular. The divider 30 has a band or belt 42,
narrower than the divider 30, which extends around the
divider 30 on a belt path (shown only in Figure 3(b)) de-
fined by the divider 30. The ends of the belt 42 are joined
to form a continuous loop. The belt path is defined by a
waist across the two ends 37, 39 defined by cut-out por-
tions 44 at each end 37, 39 of the divider 30 which serves
to restrain the belt 42 against lateral movement with re-
spect to the divider 30. The divider 30 is attached or bond-
ed to the sleeve 12 by means of adhesive (not shown)
located adjacent to the side edges 38, 40 of the divider
30, or in any other convenient position. Alternatively, the
divider 30 and the sleeve 12 may be integral.
[0024] The belt 42 is typically a strip of a low-friction
sheet material such as plastics film, e.g. Cellophane (TM)
or Treofan GND (TM), or a material with a low-friction
coating such as PTFE. The belt material is selected so
that the belt 42 can slide easily about the divider 30.
[0025] The first tab member 14 is attached to the belt
42 by a first bond 45, and the second tab member 16 is
attached to the belt 42 by a second bond 46; the bonds
45, 46 are strips of adhesive. The first tab member 14 is
in the form of a tray and may be used to contain item(s)
such as items of clothing, jewellery, mobile telephones
and associated accessories, cigarettes, compact discs,
digital video discs, mini-discs, electronic components,
pharmaceutical products, confectionery, chocolate, cos-
metics and any other products which can be packaged
in trays. As shown in Figure 3(c) the first tab member 14
comprises two compartments 48, each of which is cov-
ered by a lid 50, which is optional. The first tab member
14 including its lids 50 may be printed with information,
such as information about CD tracks, data on a CD, mo-
bile telephone usage instructions or information about
medicine contained within the tray. Alternatively, the sec-
ond tab member 16 may only be in the form of a tray or
both tab members 14, 16 may be in the form of a tray. It
will be appreciated that both of the tab members 14, 16
may be in the form of a tab containing information or flat
items only. The tab members 14, 16 could contain printed

information or fabric swatch samples, so that the box 10
can be used as a display device and/or promotional tool.
[0026] When the first tab member 14 is pushed or
pulled in the direction of arrow X from the fully closed
position (as shown in Figure 1(a)), the tab member 14
causes the belt 42 to turn about the divider 30 so that the
second tab member 16 moves in the direction of arrow
Y, away from the first tab member 14, towards a first open
position as shown in Figure 1(b). When the first tab mem-
ber 14 is then pushed or pulled in the opposite direction
(in the direction of arrow Y) back into the sleeve 12, the
belt 42 is again caused to turn about the divider 30 in the
opposite direction so that the second tab member 16
moves in the direction of arrow X, until both members
are back in the fully closed position. Continued move-
ment of the first tab member 14 in the direction of arrow
Y causes the belt 42 to continue to turn about the divider
until the tab members 14, 16 reach a second open posi-
tion (Figure 1(c)) where the first tab member 14 is fully
extended in the Y direction and the second tab member
16 is fully extended in the X direction.
[0027] The tab members 14, 16 are able to open in
both the X and Y directions by virtue of the starting po-
sitions of the bonds 45, 46 attaching the tab members
14, 16 to the belt 42. In the embodiment shown in Figures
1, 2 and 4, when in the fully closed position, the starting
positions of the bonds 45, 46 are one above, or aligned
with, the other and about halfway along the length of the
divider 30 and the lengths of the tab members 14, 16.
This means that the tab members 14, 16 can be pulled/
pushed in either the X or Y directions from the fully closed
position to one of two fully open positions shown in Fig-
ures 1(b) and (c). In the first fully open position shown in
Figure 1(b), the first and second tab members 14, 16 are
extended fully out of the sleeve 12 in the X and Y direc-
tions respectively, and in the second fully open position
shown in Figure 1(c) the first and second tab members
14, 16 are extended fully out of the sleeve 12 in the Y
and X directions respectively. The tab members 14, 16
are in a fully open or extended position when the bonds
45, 46 reach the end of the belt path at the end of the
divider 30. By virtue of the starting positions of the bonds
45, 46, storage/display space on the tab members 14,
16 is maximised while the maximum extension (protru-
sion) of the tab members from the body of the box is
minimised. It will be appreciated that this arrangement is
better suited to the packaging of heavy objects.
[0028] A more detailed illustration of the relative move-
ment between the tab members 14, 16 and the divider
30 can be seen in Figure 4. When a user pulls/pushes
the first tab member 14  in the direction of arrow X, the
first tab member 14 causes the belt 42 to translate relative
to the divider 30. The passage of the belt 42 causes the
second tab member 16 to move in the direction of arrow
Y. When the bonds 45, 46 reach the ends of the divider
30, as shown in Figure 4(b), the first tab member 14 can
be pulled/pushed no further in the direction of arrow X,
and the second tab member 16 is then in one of the fully
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open positions (Figure 4(b)). In other words, when the
first tab member 14 is pulled out of the sleeve 12, trans-
lation of the belt 42 around the divider 30 stops when the
bond 45 reaches the end of the belt path at the end of
the divider 30.
[0029] When the user pushes the first tab member 14
in the direction of arrow Y, the first tab member 14 causes
the belt 42 to translate in the opposite sense, so that the
second tab member 16 moves in the direction of arrow
X. The first tab member 14 can be pushed no further in
the direction of arrow Y when the bonds 45, 46 reach the
ends of the divider 30, as shown in Figure 4(c). In other
words, when the first tab member 14 is pushed back into
the sleeve 12, translation of the belt 42 stops when the
bond 45 reaches the end of the belt path at the end of
the divider 30. If required the user can push the second
tab member 16 in the direction of arrow Y to the fully
closed position. The effect is the same, in that both the
first and second tab members 14, 16 will return to the
fully closed position.
[0030] In this embodiment, the distance between op-
posite ends of the belt path of the divider 30 defines the
maximum movement of each of the first and second tab
members 14, 16. The movement of the first and second
tab members 14, 16 with respect to the lower and upper
faces 36, 34 of the divider 30 is delimited by the bonds
45, 46 reaching the end of the belt path at either end of
the divider 30. The length of the belt path must therefore
be chosen such that the travel of the tab members 14,
16 is sufficient to give access to the contents of the tab
members 14, 16 when in the fully open positions.
[0031] Figure 5 shows an embodiment of the invention
in which the bonds 45, 46 are offset from one another
when the tab members 14 and 16 are each in closed
positions (Figure 5(a)). The bonds 45, 46 are offset such
that they are substantially equidistant from a plane Z
which intersects the divider 30 orthogonally at a position
substantially midway between the ends 37, 39 of the belt
path. As shown in Figure 5(b), the first tab member 14
can be  moved in the direction of arrow X, causing the
second tab member 16 to move in the direction of arrow
Y, by a first maximum amount before the respective
bonds 45 and 46 reach respective opposite ends 39, 37
of the belt path, thereby preventing further movement of
the tab members 14, 16 in the aforesaid directions. The
box 10 in Figure 5(b) is in a first fully open position, with
the tab members 14, 16 projecting from opposite ends
of the sleeve 12 to a first maximum extent as indicated
by the double-headed arrows 47.
[0032] Referring now to Figure 5(c), the first tab mem-
ber 14 can be moved in the direction of arrow Y, causing
the second tab member 16 to move in the direction of
arrow X, by a second maximum amount before the re-
spective bonds 45 and 46 reach respective opposite ends
37, 39 of the belt path, thereby preventing further move-
ment of the tab members 14, 16 in the aforesaid direc-
tions. The box 10 in Figure 5(c) is in a second fully open
position, with the tab members 14, 16 projecting from

opposite ends of the sleeve 12, to a second maximum
extent as indicated by the double-headed arrows 49.
[0033] From a comparison of Figures 5(b) and (c), it
can be seen that the first tab member 14 can be moved
to a greater extent in the direction of arrow X than in the
direction of arrow Y, whereas the second tab member 16
can be moved to a greater extent in the direction of arrow
Y than in the direction of arrow X; in other words, the first
maximum amount is greater than the second maximum
amount. This asymmetry results from the offset of the
bonds 45, 46 as shown in Figure 4(a), and enables the
tab members 14, 16 to project from the sleeve 12 to a
greater extent when the box 10 is in the first fully open
position (Figure 5(b)), than when the box 10 is in the
second fully open position (Figure 5(c)).
[0034] A further embodiment of the invention is shown
in Figure 6, in which the bonds 45, 46 are offset from one
another, but are not equidistant from the plane Z. In this
embodiment, and as shown in Figure 6(b), movement of
the first tab member 14 in the direction of arrow X, and
movement of the second tab member 16 in the direction
of arrow Y, is delimited by the second bond 46 reaching
an end 37 of the belt path, despite the first bond 45 not
reaching the other end 39 of the belt path. At this point,
the box 10 is in the first fully open position, whereby the
tab members 14, 16 project from the sleeve 12 to a first
maximum  extent as indicated by the double-headed ar-
rows 47.
[0035] As shown in Figure 6(c), movement of the first
tab member 14 in the direction of arrow Y, and movement
of the second tab member 16 in the direction of arrow X,
is delimited by the first bond 45 reaching an end 37 of
the belt path despite the second bond 46 not reaching
the other end 39 of the belt path. At this point, the box
10 is in the second fully open position, whereby the tab
members 14, 16 project from the sleeve 12 to a second
maximum extent as indicated by the double-headed ar-
rows 49. The second maximum extent 49 is less than the
first maximum extent 47 (Figure 6(b)), and again this
asymmetry results from the offset bonds 45, 46 as shown
in Figure 6(a).
[0036] To summarise, the bonds 44, 46 need not be
exactly aligned with one another. In other words, the fully
open position can be reached when only one of the bonds
associated with a tab/tray member reaches the end of
the divider 30. Offsetting the bonds 45, 46 from one an-
other along the length of the belt path in this way allows
the tab members 14, 16 to each be moved to different
maximum extents in the first and second directions re-
spectively.
[0037] As shown in Figure 7, the sleeve 12 can be
made by folding and gluing a single flat blank manufac-
tured by cutting and creasing from a sheet material such
as plastic, cardboard or folding box board, as can be
seen in Figure 5. The blank comprises three panels 76,
78, 80 and is scored along four lines 82, 84, 86, 88. The
panel 76 is folded over and is attached to the underside
of panel 80 to form the lower wall of the sleeve. The por-
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tions between score lines 82 and 84, and 86 and 88 form
the side walls 22, 24 of the sleeve 12.
[0038] By virtue of corresponding cut-outs at an end
of each of the panels 76, 80, the lower wall of the sleeve
12 has an oblong cut-out 90 portion at one end. This cut-
out 90 enables the user of the box 10 to hold an end
portion of one of the first or second tab members 14, 16
by grasping it on both sides and pulling the tab member
in the direction of arrow X. It will be appreciated that other
shapes are also possible. In another embodiment of the
present invention, shown in Figure 8, the upper wall 18
of the sleeve 12 has a semi-circular cut-out 92 at the
same end as the cut-out 90. This further eases grasping
of a tab member 14, 16.
[0039] The sleeve 12 can have a finish applied by foil
blocking and embossing. The box/packaging could be
provided with a wipe-clean finish by printing a varnish
onto the print surface or by film laminating. Preferably,
there is no forcible locking device on the packaging, so
that the product can be loaded or unloaded easily, making
the package suitable for the elderly and infirm.
[0040] The present invention may be embodied in oth-
er specific forms without departing from its essential at-
tributes as defined in the appended claims. For example,
the belts need not be continuous loops but could be strips
associated with the tab members and arranged to co-
operate with each other such that translation of one tab
member causes the other tab member to move. The
sleeve may be any other type of frame. The tab/tray mem-
bers 14, 16 need not necessarily be housed wholly in the
sleeve 12; the tab/tray members 14, 16 may be shaped
and/or sized so that portion(s) of the tab/tray members
14, 16 remain outside the sleeve 12. The form of the first
tab member may differ from that shown in Figure 3(c),
for example, it may have only one compartment, or it may
have more than one compartment in the form of sub di-
visions or otherwise. The tab/tray members 14, 16 may
take any configuration and not necessarily that shown in
Figure 3(c). The packaging can be made in many shapes
and sizes and of various different materials, and is not
limited to the shapes shown in the Figures.

Claims

1. A package (10) comprising:

a belt (42) extending between a first end (37)
and a second end (39) of a belt path; and
first and second tab members (14, 16) attached
to the belt (42) such that when the first tab mem-
ber (14) is moved in a first direction, the second
tab member (16) is driven by the belt (42) to
move in a second direction different to the first
direction;
wherein the tab members (14, 16) are attached
to the belt by respective bonds (45, 46), the
movement of the tab members (14, 16) in either

direction being delimited by at least one bond
(45, 46) reaching an end of the belt path;

characterised in that when at least one of the tab
members (14, 16) is in a closed position, the asso-
ciated bond (45, 46) is positioned inwardly from the
ends of the belt path so that said tab member (14,
16) can move in both the first and second directions
from the closed position before the bond (45, 46)
reaches an end of the belt path to delimit said move-
ment.

2. The package of Claim 1, wherein the bond (45, 46)
that delimits movement of the or each tab member
(14, 16) is positioned substantially midway between
the ends (37, 39) of the belt path when at least one
of the tab members (14, 16) is in the closed position.

3. The package of Claim 1, wherein the respective
bonds (45, 46) are offset from one another when
each of the tab members is in its closed position.

4. The package of Claim 3, wherein the bonds (45, 46)
are substantially equidistant from a plane which in-
tersects a divider (30) orthogonally at a position sub-
stantially midway between the ends (37, 39) of the
belt path.

5. The package of Claim 3, wherein the bonds (45, 46)
are offset to different extents from a plane which in-
tersects a divider (30) orthogonally at a position sub-
stantially midway between the ends (37, 39) of the
belt path.

6. The package of any of Claims 3 to 5, wherein the
tab members (14, 16) are arranged to be moveable
to different maximum extents in the first and second
directions respectively.

7. The package of any preceding Claim, wherein when
one of the tab members (14, 16) is in its closed po-
sition, said tab member (14, 16) overlies the belt
path.

8. The package of Claim 7, wherein when both of the
tab members (14, 16) are in their closed positions,
the tab members (14, 16) together sandwich the belt
path.

9. The package of Claim 7 or Claim 8, wherein the or
each tab member (14, 16) is longer than or equal to
the length of the belt path.

10. The package of any preceding Claim and further
comprising a sleeve (12) having opposed open ends
(26, 28), wherein at least one of the tab members
(14, 16) is wholly or substantially within the sleeve
(12) when in the closed position and can protrude
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from the sleeve (12) through one or other of the open
ends (26, 28) when moved in either of the first and
second directions.

11. The package of Claim 10, wherein the or each tab
member (14, 16) is shorter than or equal to the length
of the sleeve (12) and comprises an extended portion
which projects from the sleeve (12) when the or each
tab member (14, 16) is in the closed position.

12. The package of Claim 10 or Claim 11, wherein when
both of the tab members (14, 16) are in their closed
positions, upper and lower walls (18, 20) of the
sleeve (12) together sandwich the tab members (14,
16) and the belt path.

13. The package of any preceding claim, wherein the
first and second directions are opposing directions
whereby the first and second tab members (14, 16)
are caused to move away from and towards each
other.

14. The package of any preceding claim, wherein the
belt (42) is a continuous loop which extends around
a planar divider (30).

15. The package of any preceding claim, wherein at least
one tab member (14, 16) consists of or comprises a
blister pack or a tray.

Patentansprüche

1. Verpackung (10), die Folgendes umfasst:

einen Gurt (42), der sich zwischen einem ersten
Ende (73) und einem zweiten Ende (39) einer
Gurtbahn erstreckt, und
ein erstes und ein zweites Laschenelement (14,
16), die derart an dem Gurt (42) befestigt sind,
dass, wenn das erste Laschenelement (14) in
einer ersten Richtung bewegt wird, das zweite
Laschenelement (16) durch den Gurt (42) an-
getrieben wird, sich in einer zweiten Richtung,
die sich von der ersten Richtung unterscheidet,
zu bewegen,
wobei die Laschenelemente (14, 16) durch je-
weilige Verbindungen (45, 46) an dem Gurt be-
festigt sind, wobei die Bewegung der Laschen-
elemente (14, 16) in beiden Richtungen dadurch
begrenzt wird, dass wenigstens eine Verbin-
dung (45, 46) ein Ende der Gurtbahn erreicht,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass, wenn sich wenig-
stens eines der Laschenelemente (14, 16) in einer
geschlossenen Stellung befindet, die zugeordnete
Verbindung (45, 46) von den Enden der Gurtbahn
aus nach innen angeordnet ist, so dass sich das La-

schenelement (14, 16) aus der geschlossenen Stel-
lung sowohl in die erste als auch in die zweite Rich-
tung bewegen kann, bevor die Verbindung (45, 46)
ein Ende der Gurtbahn erreicht, um die Bewegung
zu begrenzen.

2. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Verbindung
(45, 46), welche die Bewegung des oder jedes La-
schenelements (14, 16) begrenzt, im Wesentlichen
auf halber Strecke zwischen den Enden (37, 39) der
Gurtbahn angeordnet ist, wenn sich wenigstens ei-
nes der Laschenelemente (14, 16) in der geschlos-
senen Stellung befindet.

3. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die jeweiligen
Verbindungen (45, 46) gegeneinander versetzt sind,
wenn sich jedes der Laschenelemente in seiner ge-
schlossenen Stellung befindet.

4. Verpackung nach Anspruch 3, wobei die Verbindun-
gen (45, 46) im Wesentlichen gleich weit von einer
Ebene entfernt sind, die eine Trennwand (30) senk-
recht an einer Position, im Wesentlichen auf halber
Strecke zwischen den Enden (37, 39) der Gurtbahn,
schneidet.

5. Verpackung nach Anspruch 3, wobei die Verbindun-
gen (45, 46) in unterschiedlichen Ausmaßen gegen-
über einer Ebene versetzt sind, die eine Trennwand
(30) senkrecht an einer Position, im Wesentlichen
auf halber Strekke zwischen den Enden (37, 39) der
Gurtbahn, schneidet.

6. Verpackung nach einem der Ansprüche 3 bis 5, wo-
bei die Laschenelemente (14, 16) so angeordnet
sind, dass sie in unterschiedlichen maximalen Aus-
maßen in der ersten beziehungsweise der zweiten
Richtung bewegt werden können.

7. Verpackung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei, wenn sich eines der Laschenele-
mente (14, 16) in seiner geschlossenen Stellung be-
findet, das Laschenelement (14, 16) über der Gurt-
bahn liegt.

8. Verpackung nach Anspruch 7, wobei, wenn sich bei-
de der Laschenelemente (14, 16) in ihren geschlos-
senen Stellungen befinden, die Laschenelemente
(14, 16) zusammen die Gurtbahn einklemmen.

9. Verpackung nach Anspruch 7 oder Anspruch 8, wo-
bei das oder jedes Laschenelement (14, 16) länger
als die Länge der Gurtbahn oder gleich derselben ist.

10. Verpackung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche und die ferner eine Hülse (12) umfasst, die
gegenüberliegende offene Enden (26, 28) hat, wobei
sich wenigstens eines von den Laschenelementen
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(14, 16) vollständig oder im Wesentlichen innerhalb
der Hülse (12) befindet, wenn es sich in der ge-
schlossenen Stellung befindet, und durch das eine
oder das andere der offenen Enden (26, 28) aus der
Hülse (12) vorspringen kann, wenn es entweder in
der ersten oder der zweiten Richtung bewegt wird.

11. Verpackung nach Anspruch 10, wobei das oder je-
des Laschenelement (14, 16) kürzer als die Länge
der Hülse (12) oder gleich derselben ist und einen
erweiterten Abschnitt umfasst, der aus der Hülse
(12) vorspringt, wenn sich das oder jedes Laschen-
element (14, 16) in der geschlossenen Stellung be-
findet.

12. Verpackung nach Anspruch 10 oder Anspruch 11,
wobei, wenn sich beide der Laschenelemente (14,
16) in ihren geschlossenen Stellungen befinden, ei-
ne obere und eine  untere Wand (18, 20) der Hülse
(12) zusammen die Laschenelemente (14, 16) und
die Gurtbahn einklemmen.

13. Verpackung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei die erste und die zweite Richtung
entgegengesetzte Richtungen sind, wodurch das er-
ste und das zweite Laschenelement (14, 16) dazu
veranlasst werden, sich voneinander weg und zu-
einander hin zu bewegen.

14. Verpackung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei der Gurt (42) ein endloses Band ist,
das sich um eine ebene Trennwand (30) erstreckt.

15. Verpackung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei wenigstens ein Laschenelement (14,
16) aus einer Blisterpackung oder einem Ablageka-
sten besteht oder dieselben/denselben umfasst.

Revendications

1. Emballage (10) comprenant :

une courroie (42) s’étendant entre une première
extrémité (37) et une deuxième extrémité (39)
d’un chemin de courroie ; et
des premier et deuxième éléments languette
(14, 16) fixés à la courroie (42) de telle sorte que
lorsque le premier élément languette (14) est
déplacé dans une première direction, le deuxiè-
me élément languette (16) est entraîné par la
courroie (42) pour se déplacer dans une deuxiè-
me direction différente de la première direction ;
dans lequel les éléments languette (14, 16) sont
fixés à la courroie par des fixations respectives
(45, 46), le déplacement des éléments languette
(14, 16) dans l’une ou l’autre direction étant dé-
limité par au moins une fixation (45, 46) attei-

gnant une extrémité du chemin de courroie ;

caractérisé en ce que lorsque au moins l’un des
éléments languette (14, 16) est en position fermée,
la fixation associée (45, 46) est positionnée vers l’in-
térieur depuis les extrémités du chemin de courroie
de sorte que ledit élément languette (14, 16) peut se
déplacer dans la première et la deuxième direction
depuis la position fermée avant que la fixation (45,
46) atteigne une extrémité du chemin de courroie
pour délimiter ledit déplacement.

2. Emballage selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
fixation (45, 46) qui délimite le déplacement de l’élé-
ment languette ou de chaque élément languette (14,
16) est positionnée sensiblement à mi-chemin entre
les extrémités (37, 39) du chemin de courroie lorsque
au moins un des éléments languette (14, 16) est en
position fermée.

3. Emballage selon la revendication 1, dans lequel les
fixations respectives (45, 46) sont décalées l’une par
rapport à l’autre lorsque chacun des éléments lan-
guette est dans sa position fermée.

4. Emballage selon la revendication 3, dans lequel les
fixations (45, 46) sont sensiblement équidistantes
par rapport à un plan qui croise un séparateur (30)
perpendiculairement à une position sensiblement à
mi-chemin entre les extrémités (37, 39) du chemin
de courroie.

5. Emballage selon la revendication 3, dans lequel les
fixations (45, 46) sont décalées de divers degrés par
rapport à un plan qui croise un séparateur (30) per-
pendiculairement à une position sensiblement à mi-
chemin entre les extrémités (37, 39) du chemin de
courroie.

6. Emballage selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions 3 à 5, dans lequel les éléments languette (14,
16) sont agencés pour être déplaçables jusqu’à des
degrés maximums différents dans les première et
deuxième directions respectivement.

7. Emballage selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel lorsque l’un des élé-
ments languette (14, 16) est dans sa position fermée,
ledit élément languette (14, 16) recouvre le chemin
de courroie.

8. Emballage selon la revendication 7, dans lequel lors-
que les deux éléments languette (14, 16) sont dans
leurs positions fermées, les éléments languette (14,
16) enserrent ensemble le chemin de courroie.

9. Emballage selon la revendication 7 ou la revendica-
tion 8, dans lequel le ou chaque élément languette
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(14, 16) est plus long ou a la même longueur que le
chemin de courroie.

10. Emballage selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes et comprenant en outre une en-
veloppe (12) ayant des extrémités ouvertes oppo-
sées (26, 28), dans lequel au moins un des éléments
languette (14, 16) est entièrement ou sensiblement
dans l’enveloppe (12) lorsqu’il est en position fermée
et peut dépasser de l’enveloppe (12) à travers l’une
ou l’autre des extrémités ouvertes (26, 28) lorsqu’il
est déplacé dans l’une ou l’autre des première et
deuxième directions.

11. Emballage selon la revendication 10, dans lequel le
ou chaque élément languette (14, 16) est plus court
ou a la même longueur que l’enveloppe (12) et com-
prend une partie prolongée qui dépasse de l’enve-
loppe (12) lorsque le ou chaque élément languette
(14, 16) est en position fermée.

12. Emballage selon la revendication 10 ou la revendi-
cation 11, dans lequel lorsque les deux éléments
languette (14, 16) sont dans leurs positions fermées,
des parois supérieure et inférieure (18, 20) de l’en-
veloppe (12) enserrent ensemble les éléments lan-
guette (14, 16) et le chemin de courroie.

13. Emballage selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel les première et
deuxième directions sont des directions opposées,
moyennant quoi les premier et deuxième éléments
languette (14, 16) sont éloignés et rapprochés l’un
de l’autre.

14. Emballage selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel la courroie (42) est
une boucle continue qui s’étend autour d’un sépa-
rateur plan (30).

15. Emballage selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel au moins un élément
languette (14, 16) est constitué par ou comprend une
plaquette thermoformée ou un plateau.

15 16 



EP 1 984 264 B1

10



EP 1 984 264 B1

11



EP 1 984 264 B1

12



EP 1 984 264 B1

13



EP 1 984 264 B1

14



EP 1 984 264 B1

15



EP 1 984 264 B1

16



EP 1 984 264 B1

17

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• EP 1140639 A [0004] [0005]
• GB 0519581 A [0006] [0007]

• GB 2428236 A [0006]


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

