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= AXERBE:

A method of making a mechanical fastener and a reticulated mechanical fastener are disclosed.
The method includes providing interrupted slits through a material having upstanding posts or loops, the
interrupted slits being interrupted by at least one intact bridging region; spreading the slit material to
provide multiple strands separated from each other between at least some of the bridging regions to
provide at least one opening; and fixing the multiple strands in a spread configuration. The reticulated
mechanical fastener can include multiple strands of a backing attached to each other at bridging regions in
the backing and separated from each other between the bridging regions to provide openings. In some
embodiments, upstanding posts on each of the multiple strands have bases attached to the backing, and
each of the multiple strands has a width that is greater than that of the bases of its attached upstanding
posts. In other embodiments, the reticulated mechanical fastener can be a reticulated mechanical
fastening web of a loop material having a regular pattern of spaced apart geometric shaped openings,
wherein the loop material is not joined to an elastic or pleated extensible carrier. In other embodiments,

the loop material can be joined to a carrier having up to a ten percent elongation.
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