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ITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ÈFÒRDEN DISPLAAS-EASERL, 

1,204,920. 

`To all whom, it may concern: . 
Be it known that II, josEPH HR: WWIILLTANAI 

so?, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Folding Display 
Easels, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to improvemenës i 

display easels, such as are commonly used: " 
on store counters andi in similar places for 
holding and displaying in i attractive Eman 
ner, Small articles, such as boxes, tubes, bot 
tles, and the like. 
One of the objects of my invention is to 

provide an easel of card-board, or similar 
relatively-stiff non-metallic material on 
which advertising matter may be displayed, 
that may readily be folded flat, for insertion 
in a package of articles as supplied to the 
retail merchant, or for shipment in most 
convenient form. 
Another object of my invention is to pro 

vide such an easel which shall be made of 
comparatively few parts, readily cut from a 
sheet of cardboard without a material 
amount of waste. 
Another object of my invention is to pro 

vide such an easel in which all of the parts 
are permanently connected, are arranged to 
give strength and stability in use, and the 
erection of which is so simple and obvious 
from its - very construction as to practically 
eliminate the necessity, for directions as to 
its use. 
Other and further objects will become ap 

parent to those skilled in this particular art 
from a consideration of the following de 
scription and drawings wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my easel 
showing it in erected position with pack 
ages set in its front face for py: Fiji: 

en CO 2 is a side elevation of the easel w 
lapsed. Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the easel 
when erected for use. Fig. 4 is a front elle 
vation of the erected easel showing two packages in position; Fig.5. is a fragmen 
tary sectional view on the line 5-5 of Fig. 
3: and Fig. 6 shows a modified embodiment 
of my invention. . 

In the drawings wherein I have illus 
trated a preferred form of my invention it 
will be noted that the easel comprises in 
general a base part, a front limb on or 
through, which the articles to be displayed 
ale positioned, a back limb, and in up 

wardly extending projection in?egral with 
one of said limbs at? to carry advertis 
ing matter or instructions for use of the 
articles. One of said limbs has a hinge or 
fold-score therein so that said limb may fold 
between the base and the other limb, and 
means are provided to prevent such folding 
or collapsing from taking place when the 
easel is in use. . --~ 

Referring to the specific form of my in 
vention which I have illustrated, the nu 
metal 10 indicates the base part of the easel, being a rectangular portion forming a sup 
port therefor and adapted to rest upon the 
show case, counter or other place where the 
articles - are to be displayed. Hinge-çon 
nected as at ii, to the front edge of the base 
10, there extends upwardly and rearwardly 

fiat display surface 12, which, for conven 
ient reference II will term the front limb of 
the structure and upon or through which the 
articles being advertised are displayed. For 
many purposes I have found that this dis 
play Surface is best positioned at approxi 
mately 60 degrees from a horizontal plane, 
but of course the angle may be varied. The 
upper edge of the front limb is hinge con 
nected at 13 with the back limb 14. One of 
these two limbs, preferably front limb 12, I 
have prolonged to form a vertical to 
termed, upon ywhich advertising matter, di 
rections as to the use of the article or similiar 
information may be placed. . 
The back limb of the structure 14 above, 

referred to, extends vertically from the base 
at a point 16 in alinement with the vertically 
extending top section 15, being, provided at 
its lower end with a foot 17 hinge connected 
thereto as at 16 and pasted or otherwise 
secured to the upper surface of a rear ex 
tension 10’, of the base 10. The upper sec 
tion of the back limb 14 extends upwardly 
along the rear surface of the top extension 
15 a slight distance aboye the hinge point 
18 and is securely. pasted or otherwise fas 
tended the reto, as at 18, 
From the above it is evident that a trian 
R structure is formed by the base, he 

Ir ont and the back limb, the material being 
creased for hinging connection at the points 
11, 13, and 16. an arrangement, be: 
caus? of its triangular formation, would 
not, of course, collapse if hinged only at 
its corners and I have, therefor?, scored the 
back limb to form 2 hinge até a poiné 19, tiae 

OXK-º 
tension 15 or a back-ground, as it might be . 

Špecification o? Zetters Fatené. " Patented NoV, 4, 1916, 
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forwardly upon the base and the upp 
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distance of which above the base is deter 
mined by the relative dimensions of the 
three sides of the triangle. This arrange 
ment permits the lower section 14’ of the 
back limb between hinges 16 and 19 to fold 

er SeC2 
tion 14’ of the back limb 14 to fold rear 
wardly upon its foot 17, the front limb 12 
at the same time folding rearwardly and 
overlying the folded back limb 14 and the 
base 10 as shown in Fig. 2. i The structure, 
when folded, assumes the position indicated 
in Fig. 2. 
To aid in holding the easel in its erected 

form I preferably provide a strut or brace 
member 20 positioned against the inner face 
of the back limb and extending from the 
base upwardly to a point above the hinge 
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19. "The sides taper upwardly slightly as 
indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 4. - This 
brace member is glued or secured in any 
suitable manner to the back limb only above 
the hinge 19. When the easelis erected the 
free bottom edge of this brace preferably 
bears on the base, so tending to hold the 
easel erect. A locking tongue 21 struck up 
from the base by forming a U-shape cut 
therein, serves, when forced upwardly as 
indicated in Figs. 3 and 4, to, prevent the 
hinge 19 from folding forwardly. Specifi 
cally such tongue holds the lower end of 
the strut 20 against the lower end of the 
back limb, thus locking the hinge 19 against 
folding forward and so preventing the col 
lapse of the easel. 

In the form illustrated I have shown the 
front limb or display surface as provided 
with two tiers of openings 22, through which 
articles A may be inserted and held in posi 
tion, the lower tier of articles resting upon 
the base 10 and the upward tier resting upon 
a shelf 23 formed by bending the upper 
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end of the strut member 20 forward at right 
angles as indicated in Fig. 3. It will be ap 
parent, however, that the manner of placing 
the articles on the easel for display may be 
varied, any suitable cuts, rests, stitching or º 
the like being provided as necessary to dis 
play the particular articles in desired 
fashion. For instance, in Fig. 6, I have 
shown a modified embodiment of my inven 
tion wherein the article A', inserted through 
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is used other methods, such as pasting a 
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a single large opening 22' itself acts, by 
abutment against the hinged part 19 to pre 
vent collapse of the vertical rear leg. Other 
variations will occur to those skilled in the 
art, to meet particular user’s requirements. 
The hinges to which I have referred may 

readily be formed in heavy cardboard by 
scoring one side, or if a thinner material 
strip of fabric across the joint, may be re 
sorted to. M 
To collapse the easel it is necessary only 

to remove the articles and depress the lock 

1204,920 

ing tongüe 21, after which the front and 
back limbs fold rearwardly upon the base, 
as indicated in Fig. 2. The reverse opera 
tion is correspondingly simple, and as the 
parts are all permanently connected it is 
obvious to any one handling the collapsed 
structure that all that is necessary to set 
up the device is to raise the back member 
into vertical position and push up the lock 
ing tab 21. 

In its broader aspects my present easel has 
some features in common with the easel 
shown in my copending application, Serial 
No. 51,307, filed of even date herewith, but 
such common features are claimed in said 
application. 
Whereas I have illustrated and described 
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a, single embodiment of my invention it is 
obvious that various changes may be mâde 
therein without departing from the spirit 
and Scope of myinyention. 
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Having described my invention, what I º 
claim is:- 

1. A collapsible display easel comprising 
a base member, a front member and a back 
member disposed to form a triângular 
structure hinge connected at its corners, 
there being a hinge formed in one of Said 
members intermediate its ends to permit, 
collapse of the structure, and means to lock 
the lastmentioned hinge from movement in 
either direction when the easel is erected 
and rigidly hold the hinge connected parts 
of the last mentioned member in the same 
plane. 

2. A collapsible display easel comprising 
a base member, a front member and a back 
member disposed to form a triangular struc 
ture hinge connected at its corners, there 
being a hinge formed in one of said mem 
bers intermediate its ends to permit collapse 
of the structure, and a , locking tongue 
formed from one of the other members and 
adapted to lock the last mentioned hinge 
from movement in either direction when the 
easel is erected and rigidly hold the hinge 
connected parts of the last mentioned mem 
ber in the same plane. v 3. A collapsible display easel comprising 
base, front, and back members disposed to 
form a triangular structure hinge-connected 

º at its corners, there being a hinge formed in 
one of said members intermediate its ends to 
permit collapse of the structure, a brace 
secured to the last mentioned member at 
one side of the aforesaid hinge and extend 
ing across the hinge, and means adapted to 
lock the free end of the brace to its connect 
ed member at the opposite side of said hinge 
when the easel is erected. 

4. A collapsible display easel comprising 
base, front, and back members arranged to 
form a triangular structure hinge connected 
at its corners, there being a hinge formed 
in the back member intermediate its ends 
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to permit collapse of the structure, and a 
locking tongue formed from the base mem 
ber adapted when erected to positively lock 
the easel in extended position. 

5. A collapsible display easel comprising 
base, front, and back members arranged to 
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form a triangular structure hinge connected 
at its corners, there being a hinge formed 
in the back member intermediate its ends 
to permit collapse of the structure, a brace 
Secured to the inner face of the back mem 
ber at one side of the aforesaid hinge and 
extending across the hinge to a point ad 
jacento the base, and a locking tongue 
formed from the base member adapted when 
erected to hold the i free end of the brace 
against the inner face of the back member 
and lock the easel in extended position. 

6. A collapsible display easel comprising 
a base member, a front member and a back 
member disposed to form a triangular struc 
ture hinge connected at its corners, a hinge 
formed in the back member intermediate its 
ends to permit collapse of the structure, and 
means for positively locking the hinge con 
nected parts of the back member in the same 
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plane, said front member having an open 
ing therein through which an article to be 
displayed may be inserted. 

7. A collapsible display easel comprising 
a base member, a front member and a back 
member disposed to form a triangular struc 
ture hinge connected at its corners, a hinge 
formed in the back member intermediate its 
ends to permit collapse of the structure, a 
bracé for locking the hinge when the easel 
is erected, said front member having two 
tiers of openings formed therein to receive 
articles for display, the lower ends of the 
articles positioned within the lowest tier of 
openings resting upon the base, and a shelf 

hinge-connected to the aforesaid brace and 
adapted to support the lower ends of the 
articles inserted in the upper tier of open 
lings 

8. A collapsible display easel comprising 
base, front and back members disposed to 
form a triangular structure hinge connected 
at its corners, there being a hinge formed 
in the back member intermediate its ends 
to permit collapse of the structure, a brace 
Secured to the inner face of the back mem 
ber at the upper side of the hinge and ex 
tending across the hinge to points adja 
cent the base, means for securing the free 
end of the brace to the back member at the 
opposite side of the hinge to lock the easel 
in erected. position, said front member hav 
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ing perforations formed therein to receive 
articles for display, and an extension on the 
upper end of the brace adapted to be bent 
at right angles thereto and form a shelf to 
support the lower ends of articles inserted 
through the aforesaid openings. 

9. A collapsible display easel comprising 
base and front, and back limbs, hingedly 
connected at their edges to form when erect 
ed a generally-triangular structure, there 
being a hinge formed in one of said limbs 
collapsible to fold said limb between the 
base and the other limb, an extension sup 
port integral with the base , and extending 
rearwardly therefrom, and a flap hingedly 
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connected to the lower end of the back 
limb and secured to the base extension. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto set my 
hand in the présence of two, subscribing 
witnesses. 

JOSEPH H. WILLIAMSON. 
In the presence of - 

ST?NLEY W. Cook, 
MARY EF. AILLEN. 


