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ADJUSTABLE CLASP 

Herman Wizner, New York, N. Y., assigner to D. 
Ornstein & Sons Corp., a eorporation of New 
York 

Application February 7, 1947, Serial No. 72,238 
(C. 24-206) 1 Claim. 

This invention relates to fastening devices and, 
more particularly, to adjustable clasps that in 
corporate several new and novel features. 
My principal objective was to design a clasp 

that could be utilized as fastening means on 
clothing, watch bands, belts or on any other 
manufactured articles where bugkles or similar 
devices are used. The result of this objective is 
my present invention which comprises an ad 
justable clasp that features cam operating lock 
ing means. 
A further advantage is that my device is simple 

in construction, inexpensive to produce, and has 
a minimum of parts. Each of the three members 
comprising the clasp is capable of being stamped 
and shaped from single pieces of metal which 
can then be easily and quickly assembled together 
to form a clasp. 
Another feature is that the clasp is capable 

of being adjusted to the desired length and then, 
by slight movement of the locking member, the 
co-acting parts of the clasp are firmly and se 
curely locked together. Through the functioning 
of the cam locking means, an effective locking 
engagement is secured which prevents any slip 
page and maintains the clasp in its selected posi 
tion. A slight movement of the locking cam in 
the opposite direction assures a quick and ready 
release with a minimum of effort, 
Further advantages and unique features of my 

device will be apparent as I proceed with the de 
Scription. 

Referring to the drawings 
Figure 1 shows a plan view of the preferred 

form of my device inlocked position; 
Fig.2 shows a view on line 2-2 of Fig.1; 
Fig. 3 shows a view on line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 shows a view similar to Fig. 2 with the 

tongue disengaged from the locking member; 
Fig. 5 shows a plan view of the various parts 

of the clasp before being assembled; 
Fig. 6 shows a view on line 6-6 of Fig. 5; 
Fig. 7 shows a plan view of a modified form 

of my invention; 
Fig. 8 shows a view on line 8-8 of Fig. 7; 
Fig. 9 shows a view online 9-9 of Fig. 10; 
Fig. 10 shows a plan view, partially in section, 

of another modification of my invention; and 
Fig. 11 shows a partial perspective view of the 

locking means of the device shown in Figs. 9 
and 10. 
In Figures 1 through 6, I have shown the 

preferred form of my adjustable clasp A which 
can be manufactured from lightweight metal or 
any other material that will adequately serve 
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the purpose. Basically, the elasp is composed of 
three main parts, namely, a tongue 20, a locking 
member 30 and a gripping member 40. 
Tongue 20 comprises a flat piece of metal 2 

with a loop 22 at one end to which can be se 
cured a strap 23 or other material that is to be 
fastened. The center portion of the tongue 20 
is equipped with a plurality of corrugations with 
alternate ridges 24 and grooves 25 extending 
above and below the surface of the tongue 20. 
Although I have specified corrugations, it is 
realized that the same effect might be secured 
by alternately welding small pieces of wire to 
both sides of the tongue 29 which would serve 
the same purpose. 
The locking member 30 also serves as a housing 

for the glasp and its waiis enclose the other two 
members on three sides, terminating on the bot 
tom in two flanges 3f which support the gripping 
member 49. The top surface 35 of the locking 
member 30 has an extension which is bent back 
upon itself in the shape of an U to form a loop 
33. This extension extends inside of the locking 
member and constitutes the locking plate 32. 
The plate 32 is inclined slightly toward the top 
Surface 35 leaving a space 34 between the plate 
32 and the top surface 35. The plate 32 is nar 
row at the loop 33 so that it will be free to move 
between the flanges 45 of the gripping member 
9. The major portion of the plate 32 widens out 

a short distance from the logp 33 sp that its sides 
extend parallel to the sides of the locking member 
30 and have sufficient clearance from the inner 
Walls of the gripping member 40 to allow for un 
obstrugted movement. 
. The gripping member 49 can be made of a 
single strip of metal which is bent back upon 
itself approximately midway its length in the 
form of an U With upper and lower gripping 
plates 4 and 42, respectively. The resultant 
loop can be utilized to attach a strap or other 
material to be fastened. The central portion of 
the lower gripping plate 42 is equipped with a 
plurality of corrugations 43 similar to the tongue 
29. The upper gripping plate 47 is also equipped 
With gorrugations 48. The outside edges of the 
lower gripping plate 2 are bent upward at right 
angles to form sides 44 and top flanges 45. Suf 
ficient Space is allowed between the flanges 45 for 
the unobstructed movement of the locking plate 
32. Positioned on each of the flanges 45 near 
the open end of the gripping member 40 are 
down Ward extending cams 46. 
To operate the clasp, the locking member 30 and 

gripping member 40 are assembled as shown in 
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Fig. 4 so that the plate 32 rides above the corru 
gations 48 of the upper gripping plate 47. The 
tongue 20 is then inserted between the upper 
gripping plate 47 and the lower gripping plate 
42 of the gripping member 40. The upper 47 and 
lower 42 gripping plates are held close together 
by spring tension with the result that when the 
tongue 20 is inserted between them the Spring 
tension of the plates 47 and 42 is sufficient to 
hold the tongue 20 at the desired adjustment un 
til the locking member 30 is operated. The lock 
ing member 30 is then moved a short distance in 
the direction of the strap 23 which will force the 
plate 32 beneath the cams 46. This will cause 
the corrugations 48 and 43 of the upper and lower 
gripping plates 47 and 42 to co-act with...the cor 
rugations of the tongue 20 resulting in the tongue 
being firmly gripped from both sides making a 
secure locking engagement. To release the 
tongue 26, it is merely necessary to slide the lock 
ing member 36 toward strap 49 which will result 
in the plate 32 becoming disengaged from the 
cam 46. This will allow the upper 4 and lower 
42 gripping plates to move apart, enabling the 
tongue 20 to be withdrawn. 

In Figures 7 and 8 I have shown a further modi 
fication of my device which, with few exceptions, 
functions in the same manner as the preferred 
form previously described. The modified clasp B 
has a tongue member 50 with corrugations 5 and 
a locking member 55 with a plate 56. Both the 
tongue 5) and the locking member 55 are similar 
in construction and function to those described 
in clasp A. The gripping member 60 in clasp B 
has only one gripping plate 6f which is equipped 
with corrugations 62 and which is located at the 
bottom of the gripping member 60. The Opera 
tion of the clasp B is the same as that previously 
described so that when locking member 55 is 
moved toward the loop 52, the plate 56, in sliding 
under the cam 63, forces the corrugations of the 
tongue 50 and gripping plate 6 into locking en 
gagement. A movement of the plate 56 in the 
opposite direction releases the tongue 50 enabling 
it to be withdrawn. This modification has the 
additional feature of greater range of adjust 
ment in that the tongue 50 may slide all the Way 
through the opening between the plate 56 and 
the gripping plate 6 as its movement is not re 
stricted as in the case of clasp A which has loop 4. 

Figures 8 to 10 illustrate another modification 
which functions on the same principle as clasp A 
and B but incorporates a slightly different con 
struction. Clasp C has a tongue member 70 
which is composed of a flat piece of metal with 
opposite edges and 72 being Serrated in a SaW 
tooth manner. One end of the tongue O is 
adapted to be inserted into the gripping member 
and the opposite end is equipped with a loop 13 
for attachment to a strap or other article. The 
gripping member 80 has a base plate 8 with op 
posite edges being bent upward and over to form 
channels 82 in which the locking rod 93 is posi 
tioned. At approximately the center of the men 
ber 80, on opposite sides, an additional portion of 
the edges of base plate 81 are bent downward 
again so that they are flush with the base plate 8 
forming arms 83. Positioned near one end of 
each arm 83 is a projection 84 which is adapted 
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to engage in the notches of the serrated edges 1 f 
and 2 of the tongue 70, 
The locking member 90 is comprised of a single 

metal plate 9 with opposite edges shaped around 
and underneath the gripping member 80 to form 
a housing and furnish Support for the gripping 
member. One end of the metal plate 9 is bent 
to form a loop 92 in which is positioned the lock 
ing rod 93. The locking rod 93 is U-shaped with 
the open end facing the tongue 70 and extend 
ing down either side of the gripping member 80 in 
the channels 82. The rod 93 is positioned behind 
the arms 83 and in their open position, as shown 
in Fig. 11, the arms 83 are free to move in and 
out as the tongue 10 is inserted and the projec 
tions 84 engage the notches of the serrated edges 
7 and 72. When the desired adjustment has 
been obtained, the locking member 90 is moved 
toward the loop 73. This movement causes the 
locking rod 93 to slide behind the arms 83 pre 
venting any lateral movement of the arms 83 and 
thereby securely locking the projections 84 into 
the notched edges of the tongue 70. To release 
the tongue 70, the locking member 90 is moved in 
the opposite direction which causes the locking 
rod 93 to Withdraw from behind the armS 83 al 
lowing free lateral movement of the projections 
84 which allows the tongue O to be withdrawn. 
Although I have shown my device consisting of 

flat plates, it should be realized that it Would 
function equally as well where the plate members 
are curved to adapt them to the shape of a Wrist 
or some other curved object. While the invention 
has been described in detail with respect to a 
present, preferred form which it may aSSume, it is 
not to be limited to such details and form Since 
many changes and modifications may be made in 
the invention without departing from the Spirit 
and scope of the invention in its broadest aspectS. 
Hence, it is desired to cover any and all forms 
and modifications of the invention which may 
come within the range or Scope of the appended 
claim. 

I claim: 
An adjustable clasp including a tongue, a grip 

ping member and a locking member, Said tongue 
equipped with Serrated edges, Said gripping mem 
ber comprising a plate whose opposite edges are 
shaped to form channels, the inner Walls of Said 
channels comprising arms on which are posi 
tioned projections adapted to co-act with the Ser 
rated edges of said tongue, a slidably operated 
locking member equipped with a locking rod 
adapted to move in said channels, movement of 
said locking member in one direction causing Said 
locking rod to hold said projections in locking en 
gagement with the Serrated edges of Said tongue 
When said tongue is disposed between Said pro 
jections. 

HERMAN WIZNER. 
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