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Figure 1: Coronal sections through the aduit human forebrain at the anterior limit
goooooo of the corpus callosum. Boxed areas (in black) mark out the subgeual anterior
cingulate cortex
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acid encoding a glutaminergic receptor in the brain of a 1iving’
organism, and

- that their binding pattern enables diagnosis or treatment of -
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However, the present application discloses no such compounds. The
subject-matter of claims 15 and 16 covers 1imitless and untried
downstream developments in relation to yet to be demonstrated molecular
activities. The claims amount to no more than an invitation to set up
further research programs for which no guidance 1s forthcoming and,
therefore, 1t is an undue burden to put the claimed subject-matter into
practice, i.e. to structurally identify the relevant compounds and show
a potential effect in diagnosis and therapy.

Moreover, the result-to-be-achieved type of definition does not allow
the scope of the c¢laim to be ascertained, contrary to Article 6 PCT.

The non-compliance with the substantive provisions is to such an extent
that no meaningful search of claims 1% and 16 could be carried out at
all (Article 17(2) PCT).

The applicant’s attention s drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been

. established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPQ
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase .
before the EPO, the applicant.is reminded that a search may be carried
out -during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the probiems which led to the Artic]e 17(2)PCT dec]arat1on be
overcome.
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