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My invention provides an extremely simple at-
tachment in the nature of a pouring spout for
application to cans, the term can being uqed in a
broad and libersl gense.

Particularly the mventlon-relates to the provi-
sion of a spoul that may be quickly and efficiently
attached to tin cans or containers that contain
varicus liquids-such, for example, as molasses,
Paint or any of the various other liguids that are
frequently. shipped and sold in tin cans having
removabile covers. In connection with such con-
tainers herein Penencaﬂy designated as cans, it
is very. desirable to have means for pouring the
liguid from the can without removing the cover
and without exposing the contents of the can to
the outlside atmosphere. . Moreover, a spout such
as heresin described is adapted to be applied to
cans that are absolutely sealed, and which do
not have removablée covers. ,

The spout is'of such character that in the am—
plication thereof, a puncture in the side of &
can may be made either before or after the spout
has heen attached. Also, in Some instances, the
spout will be provided with . 6 a can-puncturing
25 harb or blade that will cut & hole in the.can in
the very application of the spout to the can.

The invention is illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing wherein like characters indicate like
parts throughout the sever al VIGWS

Refeumg to the drawing:

g, 1 is a perspective showing the spout ap-
plied to o can- having a carrying bail which is
utilized as a. clamping band or element for hold-
ing the spout in cperative position;

Big, 2.is an axial section through the spout and
@ portion of the can;

Fig. 3is a pefspncbwe showing the spout re-
moved from the can looking at the same toward
ity open or receiving end; and
40  Fig. 4 is a view corresponding to Fig. 1 but

lustrating o slightly modified arrangement for

means of clamping the spout to the can.

Referring first to the structure illustrated in

Figs. 1, 2 and 3, the numeral 5 indicates the tin
5 can or container provided with a carrying hail

& pivoted thareto at 1. As is customary or com-

mon, this can at its upper edge, has an inturned

annular portion that forms an upstanding ocuter
~n rib & and an annular sealing rib § into the open-
ing of which the cover {0 is pressed and fric-
tionally held with a liquid-tight joint.

The body of the spout §1{ is: preferably a thin
sheet metal tapered structure provided at its
ouber end with'a removable cap or closure 12, and
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formed with an oblique inner edge on to which is
telescoped or otherwise secured a sealing ring 13
preferably of pliable rubber. On its top the spout
i1 is provided with a flange i that terminates in
a fulerum-acting hook 15 that is adapted to over-
lap and engage the inner surface of the rim flange
8 directly opposite to the upper portion of the
sealing flange 8. On its under side the spout is
provided with a locking flange 16, the outer edge
of which is eccentric to a circle struck from the
bail pivots T.
" The bail 6 is adapted to be spring-pressed into
engagement with the edge of the lock flange 18,
and the latter is preferably formed with notches
i7 that hold the bail engaged where set cn the
lock flange.
will be sufficient to hold the flexible edge of the
sealing flange 13 pressed against the body of the
dan with a liquid-tight joint.
~In Fig. 2, the hole in the side of the can for
delivering - the contents of the can into the
spout, is indicated at 18. This opening {8 may,
as above indicated, be formed in the can in vari-
ous different ways. It might, for example, be
cut in the side of the can before the spout is at-
tached and while the can is turned on its side; or
it may be formed after the spout has been at-
tached but while the cap {2 is removed, simply
by forcing a sharp instrument into the spout.
However, in certain instances it is desirable to
form this opening 18 by the very application of
the spout, and, hence, for that purpose,-I have
shown ' a. sharp-edged cutting prong or blade 19
attached to the inferior of the can by welding,
soldering or otherwise.
blade (9 projects far beyond the plane of the
face of the sealing flange {8 so that the very act
of forcing the spout to position by a downward
rocking action, using the hook {5 on the flange 8

as a fulerum, will project the point of the blade 4

through the side of the can and-form the open-
ing 18.

Of course, when this additional feature of
forming an opening in the can by the application
of the spout is not desired, the barb or puncturing
device may be omitted with the resulting reduc-
tion in the cost of the spout. However, when the
puncturing device is desired, it should be ap-
plied substantially as shown so that the hook {5
may be used as a fulecrum. When the barh is
used, the spout should, of course, be applied while
the can is turned on its side.

The structure illustrated in Fig. 4 is like that
above described except that the lock fHange 16,
in its lower edge, is provided with an undercut

The spring tension in the bail §-

The sharp point of this.

20

25

30

35

55




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

2
notch 26 that is engaged by a band 21 applied
around the can. This band 2f, like the bail
6 reacts against the can in holding the spout
in positicn. The band 21 may be a non-metallic,
elastic member or a metallic strap, either spring-
acting or otherwise suitably secured around the
can.

From the foregoing it is thought to be evident
that the device described is sufficient for the
purposes had in view, can be made at compara-
tively small cost and can be quickly applied to a
can or container. Of course, the spout can be
used over and over again on different cans. The
desirability of a pouring spout for cans or con-
tainers of the above character is thought to be
too obvious to require further comment.

Of course, the structure as specifically de-
scribed, may be modified within the invention
herein disclosed and claimed.

What I claim is:

1. The combination with a can having an up-
standing rim and a lateral discharge passage lo-
cated below said rim, of a pouring spout provided
at its upper portion with a lock flange detach-
ably engageable with said upstanding rim, and
a device anchored to the body of the can and
engageable with a lower portion of the spout
structure to hold the same seated with its rim
tightly pressed against the body of the can and
with the spout in position to receive the con-
tents of said can through said lateral passage.

2. A pouring spout of the kind and for the
purpose described provided with a flexible sealing
ring for contact with the can body and provided
at its top with a lock flange terminating in a
hook-like end operative as a fulerum against the
upstanding rim of a can, and provided at its lower
portion with a notched lock flange, and an an-
choring device applied to the body of the can
and engageable with said lock flange to hold said
spout in working position, said can having a lat~
eral passage opening into the spout.

3. The combination with a can having an up-
standing marginal rim, of an attachable pouring
spout provided with a flexible sealing ring for
contact with the can body and provided at its
top with a lock flange terminating in a hook-like
end operative as a fulcrum against the upstand-
ing rim of said can, said spout on its lower por-
tion having a lock flange, and a clamping band
anchored to the body of the can and engaging
said lock flange to hold said spout attached to
the can.
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4. The combination with a can having an up-
standing marginal rim and a pivoted bail, of an
attachable pouring spout provided with a flexible
sealing ring for contact with the can body, said
spout at its upper portion having a lock flange
terminating in a hook-like end operative as a
fulcrum on the rim flange of said can, and pro-
vided at its lower portion with a lock flange with
which said bail is engageable to hold the spout
against the can with a liquid-tight joint.

5. The structure defined in claim 4 in which
the edge of said lock flange is eccentric to a
circle struck from the axis of the pivotal con-
nection between said bail and can.

6. The structure defined in claim 4 in which
the edge of said lock flange is eccentric to a circle
struck from the axis of the pivotal connection be-
tween said bail and can, the eccentric edge of
said lock flange being notched.

7. The structure defined in claim 1 in which
said spout is provided with a can-puncturing barb
that projects therefrom beyond the plane of the
face of said sealing ring and is adapted to be
forced into the can and produce the discharge
passage therein when said spout is forced to po-
sition by rocking action on said fulcrum-acting
hook,

8. The structure defined in claim 4 in which
said spout is provided with a can-puncturing barb
that projects therefrom beyond the plane of the
face of said sealing ring and is adapted to be
forced intc the can and produce an opening
therein when said spout is forced to position by
rocking action on said fulecrum-acting hook.

9. The structure defined in claim 1 in which
said spout is provided with a removable cap at its
outer end.

10. The structure defined in claim 4 in which
said spout is provided with a removable cap at
its outer end.

11. The combination with a can having a lat-
eral discharge passage located below its rim, of a
pouring spout provided with a projecting portion
engageable with the can to hold the spout against

downward slipping movement on the can, and a .

clamping device anchored to the body of the
can and engageable with said spout to hold the
same seated with its rim against the body of
the can and with the spout in position to receive
the contents of the can through said lateral
passage.

GEORGE H. CARY.
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