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. To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, AMERICO NAssANo, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
San Francisco, in the county of San Fran 
cisco, State of California, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Meth 
ods of Sealing Envelops; and I do declare 
the following to be a full, clear, and exact 
description of the same, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, and to 
the characters of reference marked thereon, 
which form a part of this application. 
This invention relates to a method of seal 

ing envelops, the principal object of the in 
vention being to so seal an envelop that it 
cannot be opened by any party other than 
the one for whom it is intended without the 
knowledge of the owner when he finally re 
ceives it. 
In the common form of gummed-flap en 

velops, it sometimes happens that unscrupu 
lous persons will open the envelop by steam 
ing the gummed-flap, read the contents of 
the envelop or extract some article of value 
therefrom, after which they can again seal 
the flap without danger of detection. 
With my improved method of sealing en 

velops, this is impossible. Furthermore, I 
may do away with the gumming of the flap, 
with the attendant injurious practice of 
moistening the same with the tongue, and 
I may also discard the flap itself, except 
that it aids in keeping dust and dirt from 
articles from falling out. 
The range of my invention also includes 

the sealing or securing of the contents of 
an envelop within the same, in combination 
with or independently of the actual sealing 
of the envelop itself, so that even if an en 
velop were opened, the contents thereof 
could not be examined and replaced without 
the rightful owner of the missive being 
aware that the same has been tampered with. 
These objects I accomplish by means of 

such structure and relative arrangement of 
parts as will fully appear by a perusal of 
the following specification and claims. 
On the drawings similar characters of ref 

erence indicate corresponding parts in the 
several views. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the back 
of an envelop showing the same sealed by 
my improved method. 
Fig.2 illustrates the method as applied 

to fasten or seal the ends of a letter or note 
without the use of an envelop. Fig. 3 is a fragmentary enlarged plan 
showing the form of cuts made in the thick 
nesses of the envelop as the first step in my 
improved method of sealing the same. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary cross 
section of an envelop showing the completed 
sealing. 

Referring now more particularly to the 
characters of reference on the drawings, 
the numeral 1 denotes an envelop having 
the usual flap 2 on one end threeof. My improved method of sealing the flap 
to the other thicknesses of the envelop con 
sists of first preferably cutting a plurality 
of very short radiating lines 3-say inch 
long-through such thicknesses, without re 
moving any of the paper, then bending such 
V-shaped cut portions 4 so that they pro 
ject outwardly from the surface of the en 
velop on either side, and then flattening 
down these cut portions onto the outer sur 
face of the envelop as shown at 5. 

It will thus be seen that the three thick 
nesses of the envelop at the point where the 
flap overlaps the envelop proper are united 
together in such a manner that when pulled 
apart, they cannot again be united in the 
same way without it being evident that the 
envelop has been tampered with. 
The slits 3 can be cut and the flattening 

operation performed in any desired manner, 
as for instance with the aid of a punch hav 
ing a star-shaped cutting edge. 

Certain machines now on the market for 
pressing little metal rings through numerous 
pages of documents to hold the same to 
gether could also be easily adapted for my 
purpose with a few slight changes. 
If desired to seal the contents of the en 

velop therein, the contents are first inserted 
in the envelop and the same operation gone 
through as in the case of sealing the en 
velop, this operation being preferably ac 
complished at the opposite end of the en 
velop from the flap. 
In order to definitely locate such point 

of sealing for the sake of uniformity, a small 
orificed seal such as 6 may be secured to 
the envelop at that point, the punching tool 
being inserted through the hole in the seal 
as a guide. 
If desired to send notes, etc., short dis 

tances by messenger, etc., without the neces 
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sity of inclosing them in envelops, the mis 
sive may be folded as many times as may be 
desired as at 7 and any of the outer edges 
then sealed together by my improved 
method. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

readily seen that I have produced such a 
device as substantially fulfils the object of 
the invention as set forth herein. 
While this specification sets forth in de 

tail the present and preferred construction 
of the device, still in practice such deviation 
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from such detail may be resorted to as do not 
form a departure from the spirit of the in 
vention, as defined by the appended claims. 

Briefly my invention consists in symmetri 
cally slitting the superposed plies of paper 
in such manner as to form a plurality of 
free, outwardly bendable tongues, and then 
doubling collective tongues, back over the 
contiguous face of a ply, so as to clench the 
E. together and form an original inter 
lock. 
Having thus described my invention what 

I claim as new and useful and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A method for securing superposed plies 
of flexible material together without any ex 
traneous appliances, which consists of slit 
ting the superposed plies to form a plurality 
of tongues about a common point, then bend 

i38?,164. 

ing collective tongues from said point, and 
folding them down over the contiguous face - 
of one ply. 

2. A method for securing plies of material 
together in such manner as to indicate hav 
ing been separated after the initial fasten 
ing, which consists in forming a plurality 
of tongues in collective groups by slitting 
the material about a common point, and then 
creasing the groups of tongues outwardly 
over a face of one of the plies. 

3. A method for securing plies of mate 
rial together in such manner as to indicate 
having been separated after the initial fas 
tening, which consists in forming a plurality 
of tongues in collective groups by radially 
slitting the material about a common point, 
and then creasing the groups of tongues out 
Wardly over a face of one of the plies. 
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4. A plurality of plies of flexible material 

having groups of superposed integral 
tongues, arranged radially about a common 
point, the groups each being foldable and 
clenched and holding the plies in assembled 
relation. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
AMERICO NASSANO. 

Witnesses: - - 

VERADINE WARNER, 
BERNARD PRIVAT. 
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