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4 Claims,

This invention relates to signs, and particularly
reflector or illuminated signs adapted for use
along highways or the like, and wherein the il-
lumination is produced by reflected lights from
outside the sign either by daylight or by arti-
ficial light, as, for example, the headlights of
motor vehicles, or other lights projected thereon.

One object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a novel construction and arrangement of
elements comprising letters, numerals, symbols or
other indicia constituting a sign of the character
described in which parts may be assembled or
made up in stock, and then these assemblies com-
bined as required to produce the finished sign.

A further object of the invention is to provide
novel and effective means for securing letters,
numerals or other indicia to a suitable mounting
or support.
 Another object of the invention is to provide
means for protecting the light-reflecting material
or- portions against disintegration and destruc-
tion due to weather conditions to which the sign
is exposed. )

A still further object of the invention is to im-
prove devices of the character described in sundry
details hereinafter referred to and particularly

- pointed out in-the appended claims.
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One. embodiment of the present invention is
shown for illustrative purposes in the accompany-
ing drawing, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my improved
sign embodying features: of the present inven-
tion;

Fig. 2 isan enlarged fragmentary plan sectional
view-through a letter and portion of the support
therefor illustrated in Fig. 1, and taken sub-
stantially as indicated by the line 2—2 thereof;

‘Pig, 3 is a further enlarged fragmentary per-
spective view of a portion of the structure illus-
trated in Fig. 1, and taken substantially as indi-

- cated by the line 3—3 thereof; and

‘Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view illus-
trating the manner of securing a letter, numeral,
symbol or other indicia on a support or mounting.

The illustrative embodiment of the invention
shown in the drawing comprises a plurality of
letters or units, indicated generally by the nu-
meral 5; adapted to be mounted on a support 6
in suitable manner to provide various indications
or other matter, each of the letters, as shown in
the drawing, comprising a body, indicated as a
whole by the numeral 1, and formed, preferably,
of transparent material such as glass or the like,
and preferably having a roughened light-diffus-
ing face portion 8 and a smooth rear side por-
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tion to which a metallic coating 9, such, for ex-
ample, as silver or the like, is applied to provide
a light reflecting surface on the rear side of the
body 1. ‘

Over the coating 9 and around the edge por-
tions of the body is applied a coating of cementi-
tious material {1, such, for example, a5 a heavy
bodied paint, asphalt or ordinary cement or the
equivalent for protecting the silver or reflect-
ing surface from scratching during the manufac-
ture as well as from the effects of weather con-
ditions to which the sigh may be subjected, and
which otherwise might tend to tarnish or cause
disintegration of the silver or other reflecting
material and eventually destroy the efficiency of
the sign.

The coating Il serves to assist in securing a
backing member or plate 12 of substantially rigid
construction, preferably metal, to the body, and
also to secure metallic edge covering strips 13 to
the edge portions of the body, the strips {3 being
of substantially U-shaped cross-section having
poriions overlying the front and rear faces, re-
spectively, of the body T and backing member 2
and secured to the plate as hereinafter described.

For securing the letters 5 to the support or
mounting 8, which is preferably of metal, the
backing member 12 may be provided with one or
more studs 14 formed, preferably, of solder, cop-
per or other suitable weather resisting material
adapted to be positioned and secured in apertures
15 formed in the plate §, as illustrated in Figs.
2 and 4. It is thus a simple matter to assemble
and secure the desired combination of letters
or symbols on the plate 6, and when thus se-
curad, a durable structure is produced.

For further securing the letters or characters
as well as protecting the silver or other light-re-
fleeting material from deterioration or destruc-
tion due to weather conditions, and preventing
the admission of moisture between the plate § and
backing member 12, each of the letters 5 after
being positioned on the support 6 is provided
adjacent its marginal portions adjacent the
support with a filet 16 of solder or the like. The
strip 13 forms an attractive border about the let-
ter and prevents diffusing of the reflected light
through the edges of the glass, which would tend
to partially illuminate the face of the plate §.

By reference to Figs. 1 and 2, it will be noted 5

that the units or letters shown therein are each
made up of a plurality of transparent glass ele-
ments Ta, which may be of suitable size and form,
and which may be properly assembled to produce
various letters, numerals or other indicia, the
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construction of the letter or other indicia in the
manner described contributing materially to
economy in the cost of manufacture of signs em-
bodying letters of the character described and
assembled in the manner herein set forth.

It will be observed from the foregoing descrip-
tion that the present invention provides a novel,
durable and efficient sign construction of the
light-reflecting type, wherein the reflecting ma-
terial is effectually protected at all times, and
wherein novel means are provided for securing

the letters, numerals, symbols, or other indicia to -

a suitable mounting or support. The plate or
support § may be stiffened by flanges 18 if desired
and the sign mounted on a post {3 or ils equiva-
lent.

Obviously, the present invention is not limited
to the precise construction and arrangement
shown and described as the same may be vari-
ously modified without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention as set forth in the ap-
pended claims. )

What I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is:

1. In g sign, the combination of a letter and
support therefor, said letter comprising a body
of transparent material having a smooth surface
on. its rear side and a light-diffusing surface on its
front side, a metallic coating on said body hav-
ing a light-reflecting surface adjacent the resr
face thereof, a cementitious material covering
said coating, a substantially rigid backing mem-
ber overlying said cementitious material, a cover
strip overlying the edges of said body member
and cementitious material, means operatively re-
lated to said backing member for securing said
letter to said support, and sealing means adjacent
the abutting portions-of said strip and support.

2. In a sign, the combination of a letter and
support therefor, said support having apertures
therein, said letter comprising a body of trans-
parent material having a smocoth rear face, a
coating of light-reflecting material on said rear
face adjacent said body, a cementitious material
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covering the back of said refiecting material, a
substantially rigid backing member overlying said
cementitious material, a covering strip adjacent
the edges of said body, cementitious material and
backing member, and overlying a portion of the
respective front and rear surfaces of said body
and backing member, and means on said backing
member engaging the apertures in said support
for securing said letter therefo...

3. In a sign, the combination of a letter and
support therefor, said support having apertures

therein, said letter comprising a body of frans-.

parent glass having a smocoth surface on its rear
side and a light-diffusing surface on its front
side, a metallic coating on said body having a
lisht-reflecting surface adjacent the rear face of
said body, a cement covering on said coating, a
substantially rigid backing member overlying said
cement, a cover strip of substantially U-shaped
cross-section overlying the edges of said body,
metallic coating, cement and backing member
and extending over a. portion of the respective
front and rear surfaces-of said body and backing

"member, means projecting from said backing

member engaging the apertures in said support
for securing said letter thereto, and sealing means
around said letter adjacent the abufting portions
of said strip and support.

4. A sign letter comprising a body formed of a
plurality of transparent glass elements having
smooth surfaces in their rear sides and light-dif-
fusing surfaces on their front sides, a metallic
coating on -each of said elements having a light-
reflecting surface adjacent the rear side of the

elements, a cement covering on said coating, a

substantially rigid backing member overlying the
cement and ail of said body elements, a cover
strip of substantially U-shaped cross-section sur-
rounding the outer edges of said elements, cement
and backing member and extending over a por-
tion of the respective front and rear surfaces of

said body elements and backing member.

EVERETT L. REGISTER.

10

15

20

a0



