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This invention relates to a support device, particularly 
for garbage cans. 
A common custom for a resident, who disposes of his 

garbage by a garbage-collection agency method, is to 
keep his garbage can in a back yard or near a kitchen 
door throughout the week. Then, on the day when the 
collection route-man is to collect the garbage (or the night 
before), the resident will carry the garbage can to a col 
lection or pick-up location, often in the front of his house 
and out by the street curbing. 

However, such things as wind or dogs often blow or 
knock over the can, spilling its contents which are often 
quite messy and dirty, often germ-laden and fly-aden; 
and this causes either incomplete pick-up, or the annoying 
and dirty task of somehow picking or scooping up the 
spilled garbage. 

Even if no knock-over of the can has been effected prior 
to garbage-collection, the un-weighted condition of the 
can after collection lends to it being easily knocked over 
after collection, with consequent disorderly sight of the 
can and lid in the yard of the resident or of a neighbor; 
and damage is caused to the can or lid. 

Concepts of the invention, accordingly, provide a novel 
and advantageous garbage-support device which mini 
mizes the likelihood of such dis-advantageous happenings 
as have been described. 
The inventive concepts, advantages, features, and other 

details of the invention are more fully described in the 
following description of an illustrative embodiment of the 
invention, reference being had to the accompanying some 
what diagrammatic drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a pictorial view of a garbage can having 
hooked thereon a support device according to the inven 
tive concepts, this being a storage condition of the can 
and device; 

FIG. 2 is an elevational view thereof, a can-lid also 
being shown; 

FIG. 3 is an elevational view of the garbage can and 
the Support device, but the support device being shown in 
its ground-supported position supporting the can, this be 
ing a supporting condition at the collection location; and 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the device in the supporting 
condition, illustrating three garbage cans being supported. 
As shown in the drawings, the invention provides a 

can-support device 10 which is quite simple and econom 
ical. 
The overall device () is shown as comprising an upright 

column member shown as a rod 12, having adjacent its 
top a downwardly-opening hook 14 and one or more up 
wardly-opening hooks 16. Three of the hooks 16 are 
shown. 
As shown, these hooks 14, 16 are carried on a hori 

zontally-extending arm member shown as a curved sup 
port plate 18, the curvature of which is generally that of 
the associated garbage can 2.0. Rivets 22 are shown con 
necting the rod 12 and the plate 18. 
The hooks 16 are spaced about fifty-five degrees apart, 

and plate 18 extends about one hundred twenty degrees, 
in the illustrative embodiment, as is shown in FIG. 4. 
A chain 24 is also shown connected to plate 18, being 

of a length and nature such that it can be retainingly se 
cured to the handle 26 of the can-lid 28 during and 
throughout use of the invention. 

In use, the user hangs the device 10 upon the garbage 
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can 20, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, by hanging the hook 
14 upon the upper rim 30 of the can 20, and outside the 
can 20, with the curved plate 18 and the rod 12 lying along 
the cylindrical vertical wall of the can 20. (The hook 14, 
it will be observed, is directed inwardly of the can; and 
the hooks 16 are directed outwardly thereof.) 
When So hanging, the device it is out of the way of 

'access to the can 20; and the hook 14 is sufficiently small 
that it permits the loose-fitting can-lid 28 to overie it as 
Well as the can-rim 30, although the hook 14 is of suffi 
cient vertical length that the plate 18, and the hooks 16 
and chain 24 carried thereby, are sufficiently low so as not 
to interfere with the can-lid 28 as it rests on the can 20. 
When the user Subsequently moves his garbage can 20 

to the garbage-collection location, he carries the can 20 in 
whatever convenient manner he chooses (as by the can 
handle or bail 32); and the device 10 is thus automatically 
taken to the collection location, for the device 10 is hang 
ing onto the can 20. 
A vertical sleeve 34 is buried in the ground 36 at the 

garbage-collection location; and when the user gets the 
can 25 and device 16 to the collection location, he unhooks 
hook 4 from the can-rim 30 (temporarily lifting can-lid 
28 to accommodate this), and he inserts the lower end of 
Support rod 12 into the ground-sleeve 34. (It is assumed, 
as in FIG. 3, that a sleeve-lid 38 has been moved to a re 
tracted position, uncovering the upper end of the sleeve 
34.) 
Then the user places the can 20 on the ground, and then 

he slips the can-handle 48 over the desired one of the up 
wardly opening hooks E6. (Or, if desired, he may pass 
the can-bail 32 over the hook 5.) 

FIG. 3 illustrates this condition of the can 20 and sup 
port device it at the garbage-collection location, the gar 
bage can 20 being supported by the device E0 which is 
supported by the ground. Dogs nor the wind cannot push 
over the can 2. 
When the garbage-collection agent comes to remove the 

garbage from the can 28, he removes the lid 28, and 
easily moves the can 22 from the device 18 by a lifting 
motion which clears the can-handle 4G from the hook 
26. (The chain 24 assures that the lid 28 will re 
main conveniently close to the location at which the 
can 20 will be re-placed; and assures also against the 
lid 28 blowing or rolling away.) 

fter the garbage contents of the can 23 have been 
duly transferred to the collection vehicle, the collector 
then places the can 28 down. The presence of the hooks 
6 and the lid 23 at the specific location of the device 

hopefully encourages the collector to replace the can 29 
with its handle 4 over a hook 5. The tendency would 
seem to be encouraging to the goal, for the additional 
reasons that the collector sees that the resident is himself 
taking some care and pride of the property, and the de 
vice is visually announces itself to be the specific, lo 
cation desired. Moveover, the desired replacing of the 
can 2 in the Supported manner is rather convenient, 
so no great effort or time need be spent by the collector 
in replacement. 

Even, however, if the collector does not so replace 
the can 28, desirably also replacing the lid 28 atop the 
can 20, it is quite convenient for the resident to replace 
the empty can 20 and the lid 28 in the supported (F.G. 3) 
position; and if desired, the resident may permit the can 
28 to remain at the garbage-collection location until a 
more convenient time to move the can 29 back to the 
usual storage location. In moving the can 20 back to 
the storage location, the device 0 is hooked onto the 
can 20 as described above, thus easily moving the device 

to the storage location as an incident to the moving 
of the can 20 thereto; and the presence of the chain 24 
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associated with the can-lid 28 reminds the user not to 
move the can 20 without also the device 10, for the lid 
28 cannot be moved (more than the chain length) with 
out the device 19. 
The curved nature of the plate 18, as shown, permits 

one support 19 to accommodate a plurality of cans 20 in 
a rather compact space. 

If desired, a ground-sleeve 34 may be installed in the 
storage area of the can 20, providing that the resident 
may maintain the supported (FIG. 3) condition of the 
can 20 in its storage location as well as at the collection 
location. The rod 12 may if desired be provided with 
a spiked or pointed lower end, for thrusting into the 
ground, if no ground-sleeve 34 is desired. 

It is thus seen that a can-supporting device according 
to concepts of the present invention provides novel and 
advantageous concepts and features of simplicity, econ 
omy of manufacture, smallness and compactness, ease 
of use, and convenience of use, toward the overall re 
sult of providing an advantageous and novel support 
device particularly for garbage cans. Its use and utility 
are fairly effectively assured; and its convenience and 
handy character and use have been described. 

Accordingly, it will be seen from the foregoing de 
scription of the invention according to the illustrative 
embodiment, considered with the accompanying draw 
ing, that the present invention provides a new and use 
ful device having desired advantages and characteristics, 
and accomplishing its intended objects, including those 
hereinbefore pointed out and others which are inherent 
in the invention. 

Modifications and variations may be effected with 
out departing from the scope of the novel concepts 
of the invention; accordingly, the invention is not limited 
to the specific form or arrangement of parts herein de 
scribed or shown. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A support device for a receptacle, comprising, in 

combination: 
a ground-engaging support; 
a first abutment means for engaging an associated re 

ceptacle to support the device by the receptacle; and 
a second abutment means for engaging the associated 

receptacle to retain the receptacle by the said sup 
port device. 

2. A support device as set forth in claim 1, in a com 
bination in which the said first abutment means comprises 
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4. 
a downwardly-opening hook means adapted to hook over 
the rim of the said associated receptacle. 

3. A Support device as set forth in claim 1, in a com 
bination in which the said second abutment means com 
prises an upwardly-opening hook means adapted to re 
tainingly receive a handle of the associated receptacle. 

4. A Support device as set forth in claim 1, in a com 
bination in which a connector means is provided and 
is retainingly engageable with the said device and also 
with associated lid of said associated receptacle. 

5. A Support device as set forth in claim 1, in a com 
bination in which the support device includes an arcuate 
member, the radius of curvature of which generally cor 
responds to the radius of curvature of the said associated 
receptacle. 

6. A support device as set forth in claim 5, in combi 
nation in which there are plurality of the second abut 
ment means, being located at spaced locations along said 
arcuate member, accommodating a plurality of associated 
receptacles by a single support device. 

7. A support device as set forth in claim 1, in a com 
bination in which there is support means associated with 
the ground and retainingly receives said ground-engaging 
Support. 

8. A support device as set forth in claim 7, in which 
Said ground-associated Support means is a sleeve means 
recessed into the ground, and said ground-engaging Sup 
port means retainingly but removably fits thereinto. 

9. A Support device as set forth in claim 1, in a com 
bination in which said first abutment means extends in one 
direction from the said ground-engaging support, and the 
said second abutment means extends in a generally op 
posite direction. 

i6. A support device as set forth in claim 1, in a com 
bination in which the said first abutment means is po 
sitioned operatively upwardly of said second abutment 
means to provide that the associated lid of the associated 
receptacle may overlie the said first abutment means and 
the top of said associated receptacle without interference 
of said second abutment means. 
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