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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CLARENCE L SIMPSON, OF TACOVIA, WASHINGTON, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALE TO ELI 

BRUMBERG, OF HOQUIAIVI, WASHINGTON. 

CAPE. 

1,152,854. 
Application filed January 30, 1913, 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CLARENCE L. SIMPSON, 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Tacoma, in the county of Pierce and State 
of Washington, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Capes, of which 
the following is a specification. 

This invention relates to capes, and more 
particularly to a storm cape designed for 
use by out of door workmen to protect their 
shoulders and backs from rain or Snow. 

It is the primary aim of the invention to 
so construct the cape that the Wearer's arms 
will be left entirely free, although his shoul 
ders and back will be completely covered by 
the cape and protected from the elements. 
Another aim of the invention is to pro 

vide a storm cape of the type mentioned so 
constructed that while it will be held at all 
times in proper position upon the Wearer, it 
will not be liable to in any way restrict chest 
movement, the holding means being ar 
ranged to yield to the movements of the 
body. 

For a full understanding of the invention 
reference is to be had to the following de 
scription and accompanying drawing, in 
which :- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the cape 
embodying the present invention. Fig.2 is 
a vertical front to rear section taken in a 
plane through one shoulder of the cape. 

Corresponding and like parts are referred 
to in the following description and indicated 
in all the views of the accompanying draw 
ings by the same reference characters. 
As will be apparent from an inspection of 

the drawing, the body of the garment is 
formed or cut from a single sheet of mate 
rial and includes a front 1, shoulders 2, and , 
a back 3, the front being divided as at 4, 
and the sheet of material comprising the 
body of the cape being cut away as at 5 be 
tween the shoulders 2 to form the neck open 
ing of the cape. It will thus be seen that 
the front 1 consists of two sections which 
are continuous with the shoulders 2 and 
means may be provided for connecting the 
adjacent edges of these sections of the front, 
such for example as the button 6 and button 
hole 7. 

It will be observed that the shoulder por 
tions 2 are of such width as to cover only 
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the shoulders of the wearer and are not SO 
wide as to extend over the arms, and it will 
also be apparent that the outer lateral edges 
of the front sections of the cape are continu 
ous with the corresponding edges of the 
shoulder portions as are also the lateral 
edges of the back portion 3. 
The body portion of the cape is prefer 

ably formed from any ordinary Water proof 
fabric such for example as that employed in 
the manufacture of the Ordinary rain-coat 
and it is preferable that it be of a single thick 
ness except at the shoulders and upper por 
tion of the back. In order that the shoulders 
and upper portion of the back of the wearer 
may be better protected the body portion 
of the cape at these portions is of double 
thickness, the extra thickness being indi 
cated by the numeral 8 and being in the 
nature of a piece of the same material as 
that comprising the body portion and 
stitched at its lateral edges as at 9 to the 
outer lateral edges of the front shoulder 
and back sections of the cape-body. If de 
sired, the forward and rear edges of the 
thickness 8 may be left unattached to the 
body of the cape. The thickness 8 is also 
stitched at the neck opening of the cape 
and these stitches serve to attach to the cape 
body, at the neck opening, a collar which is 
indicated at 10 and which is preferably of 
the same material as that previously re 
ferred to and which may be overturned, as 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, or may be turned up 
to protect the neck of the Wearer. 
In order that the front and upper portion 

of the back of the cape may be held in 
proper position, upon the Wearer, a strap is 
provided at each side of the cape and con 
nects these said portions. Each of the 
straps above referred to, includes a non 
elastic strip 11 attached to the respective 
front section 1, a non-elastic strip 12 at 
tached at a corresponding point to the cor 
responding side of the back 3, and an elastic 
strip 13 which connects the ends of the first 
mentioned straps. It will be understood, 
of course, that the straps above referred to 
pass beneath the arm pits of the wearer, 
and consequently, while they hold the front 
and back portions of the cape against the 
body of the wearer, do not restrict the arm 
and chest movements, 
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As a means for holding the lower portion 
of the back of the cape in proper position 
upon the Wearer's back, a belt 14 is provided 
and consists of sections which are attached 
at opposite sides of the back 3 and are con 
nected by means of a buckle 15. 
From the foregoing description of the in 

vention it will be seen that there is pro 
vided a cape especially adapted to be worn 
by out-of-door Workmen, messengers, de 
liverymen, street-car conductors, etc., and 
which will effectually protect the wearer's 
shoulders from the elements. It will also 
be seen that the cape will in no Way inter 
fere with the free use of the wearer's arms. 
By referring to the drawing it will be 

noted that the garment is of greater width 
at the shoulder portions than at the front 
and back so as to afford ample protection 
for the wearer's shoulders. 
As before stated, the additional thickness 

S is left unattached at its front and rear 
edges and for this reason should this thick 
ness become worn through, Water entering 
between the thicknesses will drain out at the 
front and back of the garment below the 
shoulders; - 
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Having thus described the invention what 
is claimed as new is:- 
A garment of the class described includ 

ing a body open at the sides and having 
continuous and uninterrupted side edges, 
said body including a front, shoulders, and 
a back, the front being relatively shorter 
than the back and being equal in width 
there with, said shoulders being Wider than 
the front and back and having a neck open 
ing formed between them, a yieldable con 
nection engaging the side edges of the gar 
ment body upon each side thereof and per 
manently connecting the front and back 
below the shoulders, said connections nor 
Imally acting to yieldably hold the front and 
back against the body of the Wearer, and a 
belt extending in front of the back at the 
lower end thereof and from side to side of 
the said back. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
CLARENCE L. SIMPSON. L. s. 

Witnesses: 
J. A. WINTERMUTE, 
H. J. CREW. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' . 
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