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Application filed July 20, 1885,

1o all whom it Mmay eoncern:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK W. Tay-
LOR, a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of the city and county of - Philadelphia,
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Tennis-Rack-
ets, of which the following is a specification.,

The object of my invention is to furnish a
tennis-rackes by means of which a certain class
of piayers will be more readily enabled to
strike balls which bounce close to the ground,
50 as to cause them to rise over the net, and to
strike certain balls which are above the level
of their hicads in such a way as to drive them
to the ground in the opposite court from that
in which they stand.

Intha accompanying drawings, forming part
of this specification, and in which similar let-
ters ofJ.‘.'f."er(mceindicat:esimilnrparts through-
cutb the several views, Figures 1 and 2 are a
front and side elevation of the ordinary ten-
nis-racket; Figs. S 4,5, 6, 7,8 9 and 10,
front and side elevations of various forms of
my improved racket.

A is the handle of the
and O the head.

In Figs. 1 and 2, which are a front and side
clevation of u tennis racket as at present con-
structed, the axis or center line of the handle
A lies in the plane of the net-work of the head
C. Certain players have difficulty in using a
racket of this form when the ball bounces close

racket, B {he neelk,

“to the ground or passes above the level of
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their heads, as the manner in which they hold
the racket is such that in striking the ball in
these cases the ball is not driven to the oppo-
site court, as is desired and intended, but
basses from the racket in such a way as either
to strike the net or fall outside of the opposite
court. In my racket, which is intended to

obviate this difficulty, the axis or center line
makes a greater or less angle

of the handle A
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with the head C. The amount of this angle i
20t material to my invention, for with differ
ent players it will probably be necessary ti
vary it. )

Figs. 3 to 10 represent front and side eleva
tions of various forms of my improved racket

In Figs. 3,4,5, 6,9, and 10 I have farnishec
the racket, at the point where the handle A
Jjoins the neck, with a joint, hinge, or pivot,

D, by means of which the angle fornied by the
axis of the handle and the plane of the head
may be varied. It will be understood,_ how-
ever, that it is not essential to the working of
my racket that there should be any such hinge
orany means for varying this angle, for it is
probable that most of my improved rackets
will have the greater part of the frame of the
head, the ncek, and the handle all made out
of a single picce of wood hent into the proper
form,. ]

In Figs. 7 and 8 the head ¢ of the racket is
shown pivoted to the neck,

In Figs. 9 and 10 the handle A is carved, so
that its axisisatan angle with the center plane
of the head C. . )

There may be many more ways of seeuring
the head of the racket to the handle without
departing from the spirit of my invention, and
it will be understood that I do not desirg to
limit myself to any particular method of at-
tachment or adjustment.

I claim as new and desire
ters Patent—

A tennis-racket in which the center line or
axis of the handle is set at an angle with the
center plane of the net-work of the head, sub-

stantially as set forth,
' FREDERICK W. TAYLOR.

to secure by Let-

Witnesses:

CrarsNoE M. Crary,
GUILLIAM AUTSEN.




