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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A holder and method for handling printing material
wherein the holder has a bottom wall for supporting the
printing material in the holder, and to enable the removal
of the bottom wall so access to the bottom of the printing
material is afforded.

This invention relates generally to a device or holder
for transferring printing material between a type-making
device and a stamp holder.

The present invention has particular application for use
in conjunction with the apparatus disclosed in my United
States Patent No. 3,118,680, issued on Jan. 21 1964.
This patent discloses a device for assembling printing ma-
terial from individual type elements to form printing mat-
ter in accordance with the desires of the user. In normal
use the particular pieces of type elements forming the
printing material, once assembled, are placed in a tem-
porary holder and, after it or they have served their pur-
pose, they are discarded.

Accordingly, the desideratum of the present invention is
to provide a holder for quickly and easily transferring
individual pieces of printing material or type between a
device which severs and assembles the pieces and a handle
to which they are to be affixed.

Other objects and features of the present invention re-
side in the novel details of construction which provide a
holder for pieces of type of printing material which auto-
matically positions them for affixation to a handle simply
by inverting the holder.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a holder of the type described which is simple to produce,
economical to manufacture and which is easy to operate.

In accomplishing the objects of the present invention,
the holder includes a frame having a slot which is pro-
vided with a removable bottom wall. The pieces of type
of the printing material are inserted into the slot and are
supported temporarily by the bottom wall. Means are pro-
vided for maintaining the printing material in the slot
when the holder is inverted. Accordingly, when the holder
is then inverted and the bottom wall is removed, access
is provided to the rear of the printing material. A handle
having an adhesive on the face thereof is inserted into the
slot. Thereafter, the handle is withdrawn from the holder
with the printing material affixed thereto.

Other and further objects of this invention reside in the
structures and arrangements hereinafter more fully de-
scribed with reference to the accompanying drawings in
which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the type transfer device
for holder constructed in accordance with the present in-
vention and shown in its operative position when attached
to a type making device,

FIG. 2 is an enlarged detailed view of the holder and
the type making device, with parts thereof broken away
and showing the type elements comprising the printing
material received in the holder and supported by the
removable bottom wall thereof,

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the holder shown in
inverted position with the bottom wall partially removed
to allow access to the rear surface of the printing maierial,

FIG. 4 is an end view of the holder,
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FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the holder inverted and
with parts broken away, showing the handle inserted there-
in to receive the strip of printing material to be affixed
thereon, and

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the handle shown in
FIG. 5, illustrating the type elements forming a strip of
printing material affixed to the face of the handle.

The holder or type transfer device of the present inven-
tion is designated generally by the numeral 18 and is
adapted to be utilized in conjunction with a print-severing
apparatus generally identified by the numeral 12, alterna-
tively referred to as a print-making device, of the type de-
scribed in my above-mentioned patent. To facilitate an
understanding and appreciation of the holder 18, portions
of the print-severing apparatus 12 will be described. How-
ever, if more information on this apparatus is desired,
the reader is referred to my aforementioned patent.

The device 12 includes a platform 14 mounting a sup-
port 16. Movably received on the support 16 is a block 18
having a track 20 in its upper surface. The track 20 is
adapted to receive a strip of type 22 comprised of a plu-
rality of integral but severable individual type elements
24; the strips 22 having opposed laterally extending flanges
26 (only one of which is shown in FIG. 1) which are
spaced below the upper or printing surface of the strip.
The flanges 26 are adapted to be slidably received in the
track 20 to position the strip of type 22 below a knife 28.

A number of strips of type 22 are provided and each
strip has a different indicia marking on the upper surface
thereof. For example, twenty-six strips 22 may be pro-
vided wherein each strip of type is adapted te print a dif-
ferent letter of the alphabet. That is, one strip 22 may
comprise type elements 24 which are adapted to print the
letter A while another strip of type may comprise elements
24 which are adapted to print the letter B, and so on.
Mounted on one end of the block are pins 30 and 32 that
extend laterally forwardly from the block 18. One pin,
namely, the pin 32 is of larger diameter than the pin 36.
The block 18 is movable toward and away from the knife
28 by the operation of a lever 34 and it is provided with
a slot 36 which extends below the track 20. The slot 36
is adapted to receive the knife edge 28 therein.

When it is desired to form a strip of printing material
composed of several type elements, the strip of type 22
having the desired letter or type element is inserted into
the track 26 and it is positioned so that the desired num-
ber of type elements 24 exlend forwardly of the knife 28.
The lever 34 is then operated to raise the block 18 rela-
tive to the knife 28 until the knife edge 28 enters the slot
36 in the block 18 and severs the required type element 24
irom the remainder of the strip of type 22.

For example, to form the word “FIRST,” the strip of
type 22 comprised of the type elements F is inserted into
the track 29 and one type element 24 is severed therefrom.
Next, the strip of type comprised of the type element I
is inserted into the track 20 and a type element 24 is
severed therefrom. This procedure is continued until each
desired element of type is sequentially severed from its
respective strip 22. These severed type elements are now
ready to be moved into the holder or device 10 to be
described.

The holder 10 includes a substantially elongated body
or frame 38. Left-hand portion 40 of the frame 38, as
taken in FIG. 1, is substantially greater in height than
the remainder of the frame 38 and it is provided with
circular bores 42 and 44 (FIG. 4). The diameter of the
bore 44 is substantially greater than the diameter of the
bore 42. The bores 42 and 44 are sized and positioned
to respectively receive the pins 30 and 32 therein to
connect the holder 19 in alignment with the print-sever-
ing or print-making device 12. Because the pin 32 is
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dimensioned so that it will fit only within the bore 44,
the holder 19 must always be conmected to the print-
severing device 12 in the orientation shown in FIGS.
1 and 2. .

Provided in the frame 38 and extending from the top
to the bottom thereof is a slot 46 that has a removable
false bottom wail 48. More particularly, the faise bot-
tom wall 48 is slidably received in a track 50 which ex-
tends the length of the frame 38 and is posiiioned inter-
mediate the top and bottom of the slot 46. Thus, by slid-
ing the wall 48 relative to the frame 38, passage or access
through the slot 46 may be opened or closed. The front
end of the slot 46 (i.e., the portion of the slot 46 is jux-
taposition to the track 28) is open to receive the type
elements 24 as they are severed from their strips 22,
whereas the opposite end of the slot 46 is closed by a
transverse stop member 52. Additionally, the width of
the slot 46 is slightly greater than the width across the
flanges 26 so the severed elements 24 may slide easily
from the track 26 and into the aligned slot 46, the base
of which is temporarily closed by the false bottom wall
48. Provided at the top of the slot 46 are laterally
spaced projections 54 and 56 which extend toward each
other and which are adapted to overlie the flanges 26
on the elements 24. In practice, the space between the
projections 54 and 56 is slightly greater than the width
of the upper type surface of the elements 24. The dis-
tance between the bottom wall 48 and the bottom sur-
faces of the projections 54 and 56 is slightly greater than
the height of the flanges 26 so that the elements 24 are
slidably received in the slot 486.

In operation, the holder 10 is connected to the print-
severing or print-making device 12 in the manner noted
above so that the pins 30 and 32 are received in the re-
spective bores 42 and 44. The front end of the slot 46
is positioned so that it is aligned with the track 20 in
the block 18. The false bottom wall 48 is moved into
the track 50 toward the block 18 until it abuts the same
thereby to cover the open bottom of the slot 46. The
strips of type 22 having the desired type clements 24
thereon are then inserted into the track 20 and the ele-
ments 24 are severed from the strips 22 in the manner
noted above and described more fully in my aforemen-
tioned patent. After a type element 24 has been severed,
it is moved into the slot 46 in the holder 10.

When a complete strip of type elements 24 forming
the composite printing material 27 has been assembled,
the strip 27 is moved to the opposite end of the slot 46
so that the first type element 24 of the strip 27 abuts

the tarnsverse stop member 52. Thereafter, the holder ;

19 is separated or disconnected from the print-severing
device 12. It is then inverted as shown in FIG. 3. Since
the projections 54 and 56 overlie the flanges 26 on each
of the type elements 24, the type elements will be re-

tained and tracked in the holder. The false bottom wall ;

48 is then removed from the track 50 to provide access
to the rear, and now exposed surfaces of the elements
24 through the open bottom of the slot 46.

A handle, designated generally by the numeral 58 in
FIGS. 5 and 6, is provided to receive the strip of print-
ing material 27 thereon, More particularly, the handle
58 is provided with a substantially flat face 60 and side
edges 62. The side edges 62 extend rearwardly from
the face 60 and comprise a flat portion adjacent the face
60 and irregular finger-shaped portions therebeyond to
facilitate grasping of the handle. A continuous bead 64
extends upwardly and downwardly beyond the respec-
tive upper and lower surfaces of the handie to add to
the structural rigidity of the handle. A tape 66 having an
adhesive on both sides thereof, is affixed to the face 60
and to a portion of the flat surfaces of the side edges
62. The handle face 60 is sized to fit within the slot 46.

Accordingly, when it is desired to affix the strip of
printing material 27 to the handle 58, the face 66 and the
flat sides 62 are covered with the double-sided adhesive
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tape 66. The handie 58 is then inserted through the bot-
tom of the slot 46 until the face 60, having the tape 66
thereon, engages the exposed bottom surfaces of the ele-
ments 24 forming the strip 27. A slight pressure is there-
upon applied to the handle so that the elements 24 are
affixed to the adhesive on the tape 66. The handle 58 is
then withdrawn from the holder with the strip of print-
ing material 27 affixed thereto, as shown in FIG. 6. The
handle may then be used in the conventional manner to
stamp the printed matter formed by the strip 27 on any
desired cbjects. If it is desired to use the handle again
at some later date to affix another strip of printing ma-
terial thereto, the tape 66 is separated from the flat side
edges 62 and the face 60 of the handle 58 as by peel-
ing the same off the handie and it is then discarded. A
new section of tape 66 may then be applied to the handle
so that a new strip of printing material may be affixed
to the handle in the same manner disclosed above.

Accordingly, a type or printing material transfer
device or holder has been provided for transferring strips
of printing material between a print-severing device and
a handle which is simple in construction and economical
to manufacture and which is easy to operate.

While there have been shown and described and
pointed out the fundamental novel features of the inven-
ion as applied to a preferred embodiment thereof, it will
be understood that various omissions and substitutions
and changes in the form and details of the device illus-
trated and in its operation may be made by those skilled
in the art, without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention. It is the intention, therefore, to be limited only
as indicated by the scope of the claims appended hereto.

I claim:

1. A holder for receiving printing material from a
print-making device having guide means for the printing
material, said holder comprising

an elongated frame having a top and a bottom,

an open-ended slot in said frame for slidably receiv-

ing the printing material therein,

said slot opening along lengthwise portions of the

top and bottom of said frame to provide access to
said slot at the top and bottom portions of said
frame, a member removably received in said frame
to provide a removable bottom wall for said slot for
supporting the printing material spaced from the
bottom of said frame,

and engaging means on said frame adapted to engage

the printing material to maintain the same within
said slot when said frame is inverted. -

2. A holder asinclaim 1,

and means for releasably connecting said frame with

the print-making device and for aligning said frame
in a printing material receiving position with respect
to said guide means to facilitate the insertion of the
printing material into an end of said open ended
slot.

3. A holder according to claim 1,

and one end wall for clesing an end of said open

ended slot to provide a stop for the printing material
slidably received therein.

4. A holder according to claim 1,

and a track for slidably receiving said bottom wall

member therein, whereby said bottom wall member
may be moved in said track in relation to said frame
to selectively remove the bottom wall from said slot
so the printing material is maintained within said slot
by engagement with said engaging means and access
thereto through said slot opening along the length-
wise portions of the top and bottom of said frame.

5. A method for affixing printing material to a handle
comprising

preparing a strip of printing material,

providing a holder with an open-bottomed slot to re-

ceive said strip of material,
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covering the bottom of said slot prior to the insertion
of said printing material,

inserting the printing material in said slot,

inverting said holder,

opening the bottom of said slot after the holder is in-
verted,

inserting a handle having an adhesive on the face there-
of through the slot to affix the printing material to
the handle,

and withdrawing the handle with the printing material
affixed thereto.

6. The method of claim 5§,

and covering the face of said handle with a double-sided
adhesive tape prior to inserting the handle through
said slot.

7. The method according to claim 5,

including the step of moving the printing material to
the end of the slot in said holder prior to inverting
said holder.

8. A printing transfer device including

a slot defined in said device having a top and a bottom
opening,

a bottom wall insertable into said device between said
top and bottom openings to define a false bottom for
said slot and spaced from the bottom opening of
said device,

said slot providing a guide for the reception of print-

(3

10

15

20

25

6

ing material therein, the printing material being slid-
ably supportable on said false bottom,

and said false bottom being removable from said slot
to leave said slot open at the bottom of said device
and to provide access to one surface of the printing
material through said bottom of said device and the
bottom opening of said slot.

9. A printing material transfer device as in claim 8,

and a handle having a flat face,

adhesive means on said flat face adapted to adhere to

the one surface of the printing material,
said handle having a width smaller than the width of
said slot at the bottom opening of said device, where-
by said handle may be inserted through said bottom
opening of said device and of said slot to receive the

printing material thereon.
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