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To all th&n, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, RUFUs KING, a citi Zen of the United States, residing at Plain 

yille, in the county of Norfolk, State of 
Massachusetts, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Clasps for 
Straps, Bands, or Ribbons, of which the fol 

() 

ioying is a specification, 
My invention is an improved clasp for 

tastening the straps, bands or ribbons of 
wrist-watches or for similar uses. The ob 
ject of my improvement is to provide a sim 
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pified device for this purpose which may 
be more easily and conveniently clasped and 
unclasped, and which will fasten the band 
in place with greater security. Further ob 
jects of the improvement are to provide a 
clasp. which is neat and ornamental in ap 
pearance: stanch and durable in use; and 
easier and more economical to manufacture. 
The manner and means for carrying out 

these improvements are fully described in 
the following specification, illustrated by the 
accoln panying drawings, in which like ref 
erence characters designate like parts. In 
the drawings: . 

Figure 1 is a view showing the two co operating parts of my improved clasp ap 
plied to the Wrist-band or ribbon; Fig. 2 is an enlarged plan view of the 

Fig. 3 is a side view of the same; 
Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken in a verti 

cal plane through both clasp-members, and 
shoying the latter in engaged relation; 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged plan view of the 
slotted bottom-plate of the upper clasp 
member; and , - 

Fig. 6 is an end view of the lower, coöp 
erating clasp-member. 

Referring first to Fig. 1, my improved 
clasp or fastener comprises upper and lower 
coöperating parts; the main member C be ing adapted for fastening to the looped end 
of the band or ribbon R. and the under slide 
S being formed to embrace the ribbon R 
and provided with spring-tongues for in 
sertion through a slot in the upper member. 
As shown more particularly in Figs. 2, 3 

and 4 the main clasp - member C is con 
structed in two pieces consisting of a flat 
plate P formed with a loop or bail p at one 
end around which the end of the ribbon R is looped; and a top-shell or back D having 
its rim crimped or rolled over the edges of 
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the plate P to fasten it in Superimposed 
position thereon. Fig. 5 shows the plate P 
in detail as cut away or slitted at one end to 

p, and slotted 
laterally at u to provide the opening for re 
ceiving the tonguest-t of the other clasp 
member S. The sides of the slot are some 
what convex or bowed outwardly toward each other for a purpose as later explained, 
and it will be noted from Fig. 5 that the Op 
Posite, lateral edges of the plate P are 
formed with V-shaped notches - into 
which the edges of the rim of the shell D 
ire turned to provide a more finished joint. As shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 4, the shell Dis 
of rectangular outline with its top formed 
flat, but it may have a convex or crowned shape if preferred. Referring particularly 
to Figs 3 and 4, the marginal rim d takes a 
level shape around the top panel of the 
shell D, to enhance its artistic appearance, :and the lower marginal edge of the rim is 
rolled over the edge of the under plate Pon 
three sides as shown at d" in Fig. 4. At points adjacent the bail P the ends of the 
in d are turned into the notches - so as to prevent rough edges, see Fig. 1. On 
the fourth side of the plate P the rim d 
is cut away at its ends and fitted to a slot p’ cut, into the edge of the plate opposite the 
bail p. Referring now to Figs. 1, 4 and 6 the 
slide-member S is constructed from sheet 
metal in the form of a flat plate of rectan 
gular outline, and is punched out to form 
side-strips 8-8 connected by opposite, lat 
eral end-bars s'-s' and a central cross-bar 
e. The metal strips cut away from between 
the cross-barss-s’ and e are bent upwardly in two parallel, Spaced tongues t- which 
Serve as the Spring-detents for fastening the 
two parts of the clasp together. As shown 
nore particularly in Figs. 4 and 6 the tonguest-i are slightly crimped along 
their sides or bowed inwardly toward each 
other to provide opposite detent-shoulders 
or ledges - which snap across the edges 
(of the slot it in the plate P to hold the 
parts together. The upper edges of the 
tonguest-t are rounded or beveled off to 
'ender them easier of insertion through the 
slot in the plate P. 
The manner of applying my improved 

strap to use is as follows: Referring to Fig. 
1, the end of the band or ribbon R is dou 
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clasp in place. 

bled around the end-bar or bail p which 
- poists from the side of the clasp-member 

, and the loop is then sewed or otherwise 
fastened together to attach this part of the 
ribbon R is then inserted through the slide 
S by passing it over the end-bars s'-3' and 
under the central bare. This provides that 
the slide S. may be slid along the ribbon to 
adjust the length of the band in fastening 
it around the Weare's wrist, but when the 
band is drawn tight the slide will be pre 
vented from moving on the ribbon. The end 
of the band or ribbon R opposite from the 
clasp C is usually provided with a loop or 
other means for fastening it to a jug or ear 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

on the watch while leaving the clasp-end 
free. This latter end is inserted through the 
opposite lug on the watch and is then turned 
back and clasped to the slide S after the lat 
ter has been adjusted in position to draw the 
band tightly around the Wrist. 

in clasping the two members C and S 
together it is only necessary to register the 
tongues i-t on the slide S with the slot at 
in the bottom plate P and to press the two 
parts together. The tongues i-twili thus 
be caused to Spring together to enter their 
rounded ends through the slot at, and the 
detent-shoulders -l will shap into engage 
ment with the edges of the slot to hold the 
parts together. In this way the two parts 
of the clasp are securely fastened together 
against lateral or longitudinal movement, 
while to unciasp the device it is only neces 
sary to pry the member C upwardly with 
the finger nail. This action causes the 
tonguest-t to be sprung together to release 
their shoulders l-l from the sides of the 
slot u, and thus when either fastening or un 
fastening the clasp only a single simple 
movement of the hand is required. The 
convex form of the sides of the slot t, in the 
plate Prenders it easier to enter the spring 
tongues t-t through the slot and also tends 
to provide a better engagement between the 
parts to prevent lateral displacement 
thereof. . . 

It will be observed that when the two 
parts of the clasp are fastelled together the 
shell or back D of the member C completely 
covers the slide S and conceals the fastening 
means. Moreover, the two parts are rela 
tively flat and in their clasped relation 
fit closely together so as to provide a par 
ticularly neat and unobtrusive appearance 
without the bulky or clumsy effect of the 
usual devices of this kind. The smooth, 
beveled edges of the upper member C 
heighten the ornamental appearance of the 
clasp, and it is to be particularly noted that 
there are no sharp corners or projections to 
catch in the garments of the wearer. As 
illustrated in Fig. 2, the artistic effect of the 
top of the clasp is heightened by an orna 
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mental border a. and its central panel may 
be further embellished with scroll-designs or 
initials engraved thereon. The complete de 
vice, while being heater and more orna 
mental in appearance than the usual clasp, 
is much simple in construction, comprising 
a minimum number of parts which are 
struck up from sheet-metal, without requir 
ing soldering, thereby tending to reduce the 
cost of malnufacture. 
Vaiious modifications might be made in 

the form and structure of the parts of my 
improved clasp without departing from the 
spirit or scope of the invention, therefore, 
without limiting inyself to the exact em 
lodinent herein shown and described, what I claim is: 

1. In a clasp for strips, bands or ribbons 
of wrist-watches, or for like purposes, the 
combination of a slide adapted for adjust 
ment on the ribbon and provided with up sta inding iatel'ally-extending parallel spacett 
alia’t strips forning spring-tongues having 
(letent-shoulders on their sides, of a top 
hemii) provided with an extended slot 

through which tile tongues on the slide may 
be inserted to engage their detent-shoulders with the odges thereof. 
2. in a clasp for fastening the ends of 

straps, bands or ribbons, the combination 
with a member provided with upstanding 
opposite parallel spring-tongues having de 
tent-shoulder's on their sides, of a plate-like 
membel' formed with a slot adapted to be 
Snapped ovel' the spring-tongues to engage 
its siles with the shoulders thereof, and a 
hollow sheil having its marginal edges bent 
down alound the edges of the plate-member 
to secure it in superimposed position thereon. 

3. in a clasp for fastening the ends of 
straps, bands or ribbons, the combination 
With a slide having opposite end-bars and a 
: et': i cross-bar over and under which the 
ribboth leads, said central bar formed with integral upstanding parallel spiring-tongues 
extending along its sides and having detent 
shoulders on their opposite sides, of a plate 
member provided with a lateral slot adapted 
to receive the spring-tongues with its edges 
engaged by the detent-shoulders. 

4. In a clasp for fastening the ends of 
straps, bands or ribbons, the combination of 
a late-member formed with a relatively 
harrow slot having opposite convex sides, 
and a second coöperating member having 
upstanding parallel spring-tongues formed 
with opposite detent-shoulders, said spring 
tongues adapted for insertion through the 
slot of the plate-member to engage their 
shoulders with its convex sides in the man 
ner and for the purpose substantially as de scribed. 

in testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
RUFUS KING. 
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