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... This invention relates to mouthpieces for Wind 
... musical instruments...and more in particular to 
. Such, mouth piecess. Which are used by players 

... for... practicing Without producing a Sound or 
... noise...that might annoy. Others, 

. Up to date the mouth pieces for 'braSS instru 
: ...nents consisted of an annular-rimsportion which 
3. the player contacted. With his lips and an adjoin 
ising. Convex-concavely : curved cupportion merg 
...ing into a tubular-stem to be inserted into the 
instrument. The ... cup portion: ; conducts the 

... vibrating air stream, flowing through the central 
hole of the rim, into the stem which leads it into 
the musical instrument. While Such conven 
tional mouthpiece serves the purpose during the 
musical performance, it has two disadvantages 

- for the purposes of study and practice. The first 
disadvantage of the conventional mouth piece is 

- that its cup-covers the player's mouth adjaceni, 
to the lower lip and thereby prevents the Visual 
observation by the instructor or player (from a 
mirror) the mouth formation or -'embouchure' 

- the proper, formation of which is very important 
- for the development of the involved muscles and 
for achieving the desired tone effect - as Well. 
The second disadvantage is that With the con 
ventional mouth piece the instrument Will pro 
duce sounds at full intensity during practice 
which is undesirable in a dwelling house, hotel 
or other place lacking Special Sound insulation 
making the unavoidable practicing by every 
musician a nuisance to nearby people, eXposing 
the player to lawsuits and barring him from being 
accepted as a tenant at Suitable locations. 
"My invention obviates these and other dra W 
backs by providing a mouth piece having no cup 
but being equipped with relatively thin Spacer 
means holding the rim portion and the Stem 
together in spaced apart relationship. 
One of the main objects of the invention is to 

provide a mouth piece for brass instruments, such 
as trumpets, cornets, mellophones, alto horns, 
French horns, trombones etc. which may be 
used for practicing and visually studying the 
ormation of embouchure and action of the lips 
and those of the muscles of the mouth Without 
producing a sound or noise audible from a rela 
tively short distance Such as from an adjoining 
OO. 

... Another object of my invention is to provide 
a cupless practice mouthpiece for braSS instru 

... ments in which the lip contacting rim is: Spaced 

2 
Space through which air and light may paSS 
radially. With negligible impediment. 
; : Another object is to provide a cupless practice 
mouth piece in which the lip contacting rim and 
the Stem are held together in spaced apart rela 
tionship by relatively thin braces. 
A further object is to provide a device of the 

character described in which the braces, hold 
... iing together the rim and the stem in spaced apart 

() relationship, are equipped with ridges and diales 
Serving as fingerholds. 
... Still another object of the invention is to 

... provide a mouth piece which may be used to 

5 
develop the lip muscles and embouchure With 
out producing a Sound or noise audible from a 
relatively. Short distance. 

20 

Another object of the invention is that the 
Same can be used without the instrument, by 
holding the mouth piece with the fingers of either 
hand, Or it. may be used in connection with the 
instrument by inserting the same into the instru 
ment, thereby, producing a natural feeling of 
holding and playing the instrument while prac 
ticing. 

26 Yet, another object of the invention is to vis 
.ually provide a mouth piece for practicing a Wind 
instrument which will greatly assist the instruc 

... tor or Student to Study the formation and action 

30 
of the movement of the lips or embouchure, while 
playing. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a mouth piece for practicing which will enable 
... the teacher or student, the latter by looking in 
a mirror, to readily observe the formation of 
embouchure while practicing. 

Still another object of the present invention 
is to provide a mouth piece for practicing which 
may be used in connection with any wind instru 

... ment using a detachable mouth piece without 
O 
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altering the musical instrument. 
Further objects of the invention are to pro 

Wide a device of the class set forth which is 
Simple in its construction and arrangement, 
efficient in its use, readily attached and inex 
pensive to manufacture. 
To the accomplishment of these and such 

other objects as may hereafter appear the inven 
tion consists of the novel construction and ar 
rangement herein Specifically described and 
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apart from the stem by... relatively thin space 
means defining between rim and stem a free 55 

illustrated in the accompanying drawing, wherein 
is shown an embodiment of the invention, but 
it is to be understood that changes, variations 
and modifications may be resorted to which come 
Within the Scope of the claims.hereunto appended. 
In the drawings, wherein like numerals of 



3 
reference designate identical parts throughout 
the Several views, 

Figure 1 is a front view of a practicing mouth 
piece for brass wind instruments in accordance 
With my invention. 

Figure 2 is a side view of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a top view of Figure 1. 
Obviously, the mouth piece I herewith describe 

is not intended to, and cannot, replace the Well 
known conventional mouth pieces now in use, 
but the same is intended to be used for practicing 
and especially at times and places where it would 
be undesirable to practice an instrument With a 
regular mouth piece. 

Referring now to the drawing, the reference 
numeral fo indicates, in general, the improved 
practicing mouth piece comprising a centrally 
apertured, relatively thin portion , against 
which the player presses his lips and which may 
be of any regular contour and size as far as its 
external face 2 is concerned to which the player 
is accustomed, in other words, the exterior Sur 
face of the rim portion of the practicing mouth 
piece and central aperture 4 might be of the 
Same shape and size as the player's conventional 
mouth piece, so that both mouth pieces will fit 
the lips, or embouchure and feel comfortable to 
the player. 
The stem portion f3 is adapted to be inserted 

in the instrument to be played and may be solid 
or tubular, as shown, having a bore 5. This 
stem portion 3 is connected to the rim portion 

by means of a pair of oppositely spaced, elon 
gated and Substantially narrow braces 6, prefer 
ably integral therewith, but, of course, the rim 
portion and the shank portion 3 may be 
separate pieces fastened, welded, soldered or 
brazed together permanently. 

It is important that the braces S are rela 
tively thin SO as not to obstruct the view of the 
observer while practicing. It will be noted that 
due to the novel construction of the mouth piece, 
Which includes the relatively thin rim i? and the 
relatively thin braces 6, it is possible for the 
teacher or student (with the aid of a mirror) 
to readily observe the lip formation and action 
or movement of embouchure. 

2,515,41i 
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4. 
It should be noted, that the embodiment shown 

and described herewith represents a practice 
mouth piece for a trumpet, but it is obvious that 
practice mouth pieces for other wind instruments 
will follow the general shape of their regular 
mouth pieces. 
What claim is: 
1. A practice mouth piece for Wind musical 

instruments comprising an apertured rim por 
tion adapted to contact the player's lipS and a 
Stem portion for insertion in the musical instru 
ment, spacer means rigidly fixed to Said portions 
for holding them together in Spaced apart rela 
tionship establishing a free Space between Said 
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portions for Substantially unobstructed radial 
paSSage af airflow and light. 

2. A practice mouth piece for wind instruments 
comprising an apertured rim portion provided 
With a lip contacting face and a stem portion 
adapted for insertion into a braSS Wind instru 
ment, relatively thin braces rigidly fixed to said 
portions for holding them together in axially 
Spaced apart relationship establishing a free 
Space between Said portions for Substantially 
unobstructed radial passage of airflow and light. 

3. A practice mouth piece for wind musical 
'instrumentS comprising a centrally apertured 
rim provided with a lip contacting face and a 
stem portion adapted for insertion in the braSS 
Wind instrument, relatively thin braces rigidly 
fixed to Said portions for holding them together 
in axially Spaced apart relationship establishing 
a free Space between Said portions for substan 
tially unobstructed radial passage of airflow and 
light, the external Surfaces of said braces carry 
ing ridges and dales Serving as fingerholds. 

4. A practice mouth piece for wind musical 
instruments, comprising a centrally apertured 
rim portion, a stem portion adapted for inser 
tion into a braSS Wind instrument, a pair of rela 
tively thin braces arranged diametrally opposite 
to each other and rigidly fixed to said portions 
for holding them together in axially spaced apart 
i.elationship establishing a free space between 
Saidportions for Substantially unobstructed radial 
passage of airflow and light, the external sur 

The outer surfaces of the braces 8 are pro 
vided with suitable corrugations formed by 
ridges and dales 8 which are intended to 
serve as a finger hold when operating the mouth 
piece. 
My improved mouth piece is adapted to per 

mit the student to practice a brass instrument 
any time and any place he desires without dis 
turbing neighbors or others. In addition the 
invented device makes it poSSible that the forma 
tion of the mouth and lips or the embouchure 
may be visually observed thereby greatly facili 
tating the building up of the mouth and lip 
muscles and the proper formation of the 
embouchure. 
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faces of Said braces carrying ridges and daies serving as fingerholds. 
5. A cupless mouthpiece for wind musical 

instruments to be substituted for the usual mouth 
piece during practice comprising an annular rim 
having substantially the size and shape of the 
rim of the usual mouthpiece for which it is 
to be substituted, a tubular shank portion for 
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Though I have shown the spacer means hold 
ing the rim portion and the stem in spaced apart 
relationship as consisting of braces 6, it is 
obvious that a suitably formed single plate may 
be used instead. 
While I have described the principle of the 

invention, together With a mouthpiece which I 
now consider to be the best embodiment thereof, 
it is to be understood that the mouth piece shown 
is merely illustrative and that the rim, for 
instance, may be curved to equal the curvature of 
the regular mouth piece the musiciari or pupil 
uses on his regular instrument, 
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insertion into the mouth pipe of the instrument 
and connecting means between said rim and said 
'shank providing when in use a substantially 
unobstructed view of the embouchure of the 
musician. 

6. A cupless mouthpiece of the type claimed 
in claim 5 in which the connecting means is a 
pair of opposed members in the shape of seg 
ments of the cup of the usual mouthpiece. 
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