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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR PROVIDING 
NOTIFICATION OF PUBLICATIONS 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is a continuation of U.S. applica 
tion Ser. No. 09/969,049, filed Oct. 1, 2001, and entitled 
METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR PROVIDING NOTIFICA 
TION OF PUBLICATIONS,” which is hereby incorporated 
herein by reference, which in turn claims priority benefit of 
U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/238,565, filed 
Oct. 7, 2000, and which is hereby incorporated herein by 
reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 1. Field of the Invention 
0003. The present invention relates to notifications and, 
more particularly, to methods and systems for notifying per 
Sons of certain publications. 
0004 2. Description of the Related Art 
0005 Today, publications occur frequently and often. As a 
result, it is difficult to manage and monitor those of the pub 
lications that are of interest. Conventionally, key word 
searches are performed to locate publications of interest. 
Recently, services have been available to periodically per 
form searches of publications and notify the requestor of the 
results (i.e., the matching publications). Such searches are 
used with trademark searches (i.e., trademark watching), 
patent searches (i.e., patent watching), or court opinion 
searches. 

0006 Beyond identification of publications through 
searches, notice of certain publications can have legal rami 
fications. The notification of others of the existence of these 
publications is normally performed one-by-one. Often these 
notifications are letters that are prepared and send by postal or 
courier mail service or facsimile. Hence, the conventional 
approaches to notifying others of publications is inefficient 
and relatively burdensome. Still further, these conventional 
approaches to providing notifications are often neglected 
Such that no notifications are performed. 
0007 Thus, there is a need for improved approaches to 
notify others of publications. 

SUMMARY 

0008 Broadly speaking, the invention relates to improved 
approaches to notifying others of publications. These 
improved approaches enable notifications to be timely and 
reliably made. In one embodiment, a notifor requests notifi 
cation of certain publications be performed in an automated 
and controlled manner, and then notifications for Such certain 
publications are automatically prepared and electronically 
transmitted to one or more notifees. 

0009. The invention can be implemented in numerous 
ways, including as a method, system, device, user interface, 
and computer readable medium. Several embodiments of the 
invention are discussed below. 
0010. As a computer-implemented method for notifying 
notifees of publications, one embodiment of the invention 
includes at least the acts of identifying for a publication 
matching predetermined notification criteria; identifying an 
appropriate notifee to be notified of the publication matching 
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predetermined notification criteria; preparing a notification 
message; and sending the notification message to the appro 
priate notifee. 
0011. As a computer-implemented method for notifying 
notifees of publications, one embodiment of the invention 
includes at least the acts of identifying a publication; obtain 
ing notification information pertaining to a notifor; identify 
ing a notifee that is to be notified of the publication based on 
the notification information for the notifor; preparing a noti 
fication message; and transmitting the notification message to 
the notifee. 
0012. As a computer-implemented method for a notifica 
tion system that notifies notifees of publications, one embodi 
ment of the invention includes at least the acts of identifying 
a publication; determining whether the publication is associ 
ated with a notifor that has previously provided notification 
information, including at least notification criteria and notifee 
information, to the notification system for notifications with 
respect to at least those publications associated with the noti 
for; and transmitting a first message to the notifor inviting the 
notifor to participate with the notification system when it is 
determined that the notifor has not previously provided noti 
fication information to the notification system. When it is 
determined that the notifor has previously provided notifica 
tion information to the notification system, the embodiment 
of the invention further includes at least the acts of identify 
ing a notifee that is to be notified of the publication based on 
the notifee information; preparing a notification message; and 
transmitting the notification message to the notifee. 
0013 As a notification system, one embodiment of the 
invention includes at least a database for storing notification 
send criteria and notification sent data, and a notification 
server operatively connected to the database. The notification 
server operates to automatically send notifications of publi 
cations that satisfy the notification send criteria and to create 
the notification sent data pertaining to the notifications of 
publications. 
0014. As a computer readable medium including at least 
computer program code for notifying notifees of publica 
tions, one embodiment of the invention includes at least: 
computer program code for identifying a publication match 
ing predetermined notification criteria; computer program 
code for identifying an appropriate notifee to be notified of 
the publication matching predetermined notification criteria; 
computer program code for preparing a notification message; 
and computer program code for sending the notification mes 
sage to the appropriate notifee. 
0015. Other aspects and advantages of the invention will 
become apparent from the following detailed description 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings which 
illustrate, by way of example, the principles of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0016. The invention will be readily understood by the 
following detailed description in conjunction with the accom 
panying drawings, wherein like reference numerals designate 
like structural elements, and in which: 
0017 FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a notification system 
according to one embodiment of the invention. 
0018 FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a notification server 
according to one embodiment of the invention. 
0019 FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of basic notification pro 
cessing according to one embodiment of the invention. 
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0020 FIG. 4A is a flow diagram of notification manage 
ment processing according to one embodiment of the inven 
tion. 
0021 FIG. 4B is a flow diagram of registration processing 
according to one embodiment of the invention. 
0022 FIG. 4C is a flow diagram of login processing 
according to one embodiment of the invention. 
0023 FIG. 4D is a flow diagram of notification set-up 
processing according to one embodiment of the invention. 
0024 FIG. 4E is a flow diagram of notification review 
processing according to one embodiment of the invention. 
0025 FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of detailed notification 
processing according to one embodiment of the invention. 
0026 FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of notification processing 
according to one embodiment of the invention. 
0027 FIG. 7 is a flow diagram of notification message 
send processing according to one embodiment of the inven 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0028. The invention relates to notifying others of publica 
tions. These improved approaches enable notifications to be 
timely and reliably made. In one embodiment, a notifor 
requests notification of certain publications be performed in 
an automated and controlled manner, and then notifications 
for Such certain publications are automatically prepared and 
electronically transmitted to one or more notifees. 
0029 Embodiments of this aspect of the invention are 
discussed below with reference to FIGS. 1-7. However, those 
skilled in the art will readily appreciate that the detailed 
description given herein with respect to these figures is for 
explanatory purposes as the invention extends beyond these 
limited embodiments. 
0030 FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a notification system 
100 according to one embodiment of the invention. The noti 
fication system 100 includes a notiformachine 102 that inter 
acts with a notification server 104 through the Internet 106. 
The Internet 106 is a network of interconnected computers. 
The notiformachine 102 is a computing device that couples to 
the Internet 106. In one embodiment, the notiformachine 102 
couples to the Internet 106 through an Internet Service Pro 
vider (ISP). The notification server 104 also couples to the 
Internet 106. The notification server 104 is a computer sys 
tem, referred to as a server or web server. 
0031. The notification system 100 also includes a notifee 
A machine 108 and a notifee B machine 110. The notifee 
machines 108 and 110 are computing devices that couple to 
the Internet 106. The notification system 100 operates to 
automatically notify one or more notifees via the notifee 
machines 108 and 110. The notification server 104 provides 
Such notifications to the appropriate notifees based on 
instructions provided by the notiformachine 102 to the noti 
fication server 104. The notification server 104 also interacts 
with a database 112 Such that the automatic notifications can 
be sent to the appropriate notifees. Typically, the notifications 
to particular notifees are requested by particular notifors. 
0032. Although the notification system 100 uses the Inter 
net 106 to provide data transfer, it should be understood that 
other data networks (wired or wireless) can likewise be used. 
The data transfer can also be achieved through various differ 
ent interconnected networks. 
0033 FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a notification server 200 
according to one embodiment of the invention. The notifica 
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tion server 200 is, for example, a representative detailed 
embodiment of the notification server 104 illustrated in FIG. 
1 

0034. The notification server 200 includes an HTTP server 
202 that couples to a network (e.g., the Internet 106) via a 
communication link 204. The HTTP server 202 can interact 
with a registration/log-in manager 206, a notification set-up 
manager 208, and a notification manager 210. The registra 
tion/log-in manager 206 operates to facilitate either the reg 
istration or log-in of a particular user to the notification sys 
tem. The user can, for example, be a notifor or a notifee. The 
notification set-up manager 208 is primarily utilized by a 
notifor to set up the particular types of notifications they 
desire to automatically deliver to particular notifees. The 
notification manager 210 operates to identify when and what 
notifications need to be delivered and then operates to deliver 
the notifications to appropriate notifees. 
0035. In one embodiment, the notifications pertain to cer 
tain publications. Notifors often desire to have notifees 
informed of Such publications. Thus, the notification system 
can automatically notify notifees of publications (e.g., often 
the publications are associated with the notifors). The notifi 
cation system documents the notifications and provides his 
torical or archive type storage for prior notifications. Typi 
cally, the registration/log-in manager 206, the notification 
set-up manager 208, and the notification manager 210 store 
data to and retrieve data from a database (database 112 in FIG. 
1). 
0036 FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of basic notification pro 
cessing 300 according to one embodiment of the invention. 
The basic notification processing 300 is, for example, per 
formed by the notification server 104 illustrated in FIG. 1 or 
the notification server 200 illustrated in FIG. 2. 

0037. The basic notification processing 300 initially 
establishes 302 notification criteria for a notifor. The notifi 
cation criteria, for example, identifies particular notifees or 
categories of industry that are to be notified when particular 
documents become published. Examples of categories of 
industry are: computer manufacturers; microprocessor com 
panies; integrated circuit processing equipment companies; 
disk drive manufacturers; toy companies; bicycle manufac 
turers; semiconductor memory companies; oil companies; 
pharmaceutical companies; etc. The categories of industry 
can be predetermined or can be provided or established by a 
notifor. 
0038 Next, a search 304 is performed to identify one or 
more publications that match the notification criteria. For 
example, in one embodiment, the notification criteria might 
indicate that certain published U.S. patent applications of the 
notifor are to be selected. After the one or more publications 
that match the notification criteria have been identified, 
appropriate notifees to be notified are identified 306. Typi 
cally, the notification criteria also indicates, or can be used to 
identify, the appropriate notifees. The appropriate notifees 
can be specific businesses or entities, can be specific individu 
als of businesses or entities, or can be those businesses or 
entities (or specific individuals therein) within an industrial 
group (category of industry). In general, the appropriate noti 
fees can be specifically identified or can be associated with a 
selected category of industry. For example, if one or more 
categories of industry are indicated in the notification criteria, 
then the appropriate notifiees can include those companies 
(namely, identified representatives therefor) associated with 
the one or more categories of industry. 
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0039. After the appropriate notifees have been identified 
306, a notification message is prepared 308. The notification 
message that is prepared 308 can be the same or can be 
different for the different ones of the appropriate notifees. In 
one embodiment, the type of notification message can be 
selected by the requesting notifor. In any case, assuming that 
the notification message is substantially the same for each of 
the appropriate notifees (which need not be the case), the 
notification message is then sent 310 to the identified notifees. 
0040. After the notification message has been sent, the 
notification message can be archived 312. By archiving the 
notification message, the notification server can log the send 
ing of the message to the appropriate notifees such that the 
information regarding the sending of the notification mes 
sages (and optionally their receipt) can be subsequently 
retrieved. This provides a means to later prove that a notifi 
cation message was sent and/or received. 
0041 FIG. 4A is a flow diagram of notification manage 
ment processing 400 according to one embodiment of the 
invention. The notification management processing 400 is, 
for example, performed by the notification server 104 illus 
trated in FIG. 1 or the notification server 200 illustrated in 
FIG 2. 
0042. The notification management processing 400 
begins with a decision 402 that determines whether a regis 
tration request has been received. Here, the notification server 
can receive various types of requests from users (e.g., noti 
fors). When a decision 402 determines that a registration 
request has been received, a registration processing 404 is 
performed. On the other hand, when the decision 402 deter 
mines that a registration request has not been received, then a 
decision 406 determines whether a login request has been 
received. When the decision 406 determines that a login 
request has been received, then login processing 408 is per 
formed. 
0043 Alternatively, when the decision 406 determines 
that a login request has not been received, then a decision 410 
determines whether a notification set-up request has been 
received. When the decision 410 determines that a notifica 
tion set-up request has been received, then notification set-up 
processing 412 is performed. Alternatively, when the decision 
410 determines that a notification set-up request has not been 
received, then a decision 414 determines whether a notifica 
tion review request has been received. When the decision 414 
determines that a notification review request has been 
received, then notification review processing 416 is per 
formed. 
0044) Following the decision 414 when a notification 
review request has not been received, as well as following the 
operations 404, 408, 412 and 416, the notification manage 
ment processing 400 then returns to repeat the decision 402 
and Subsequent operations so that the notification server is 
continuously available to receive various different requests 
and process those requests as required. 
0045 FIG. 4B is a flow diagram of registration processing 
420 according to one embodiment of the invention. The reg 
istration processing 420 details the operations performed by 
the registration processing 404 illustrated in FIG. 4A. 
0046. The registration processing 420 initially sends 422 a 
registration page to a requestor. The requestoris, for example, 
a notifor or a notifee seeking to register for use of the notifi 
cation system. Then, a decision 424 determines whether a 
registration submission has been received. When a decision 
424 determines that a registration Submission has not yet been 
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received, the decision 424 causes the registration processing 
420 to await such a submission. Once the decision 424 deter 
mines that a registration Submission has been received, the 
requestor is registered 426 with the notification system. After 
the requestor has been registered 426 with the notification 
system, a registration confirmation page is sent 428 to the 
requestor. Following the operation 428, a registration pro 
cessing 420 is complete and ends. 
0047 FIG. 4C is a flow diagram of login processing 440 
according to one embodiment of the invention. The login 
processing 440 details the operations performed by the login 
processing 408 illustrated in FIG. 4A. 
0048. The login processing 440 initially sends 442 a login 
page to a requestor. The requestoris, for example, a notifor or 
a notifee seeking to utilize the notification system. Then, a 
decision 444 determines whetheralogin Submission has been 
received. When the decision 444 determines that a login sub 
mission has not yet been received, the login processing 440 
awaits such a Submission. Once the decision 444 determines 
that a login Submission has been received, login parameters 
provided with the login submission are verified 446. Here, the 
login parameters are verified against previously stored infor 
mation at the notification server. For example, login param 
eters might include a user name and password that are previ 
ously assigned and stored in a database associated with the 
notification server during a registration process. Hence, dur 
ing the login verification, the login parameters provided with 
the login Submission can be verified against the previously 
stored values within the database. 
0049. In any event, after the login parameters are verified 
446, a decision 448 determines whether the login verification 
was successful. When the decision 448 determines that the 
login Verification was successful, then an initial page is sent 
450 to the requestor, thereby providing the requestor with 
access to restricted areas (e.g., web pages) of the notification 
server. Alternatively, when the decision 448 determines that 
the login request was not successful, then a login denied page 
is sent 452 to the requestor. Following the operation 450 and 
the operation 452, the login processing 440 is complete and 
ends. 
0050 FIG. 4D is a flow diagram of notification set-up 
processing 460 according to one embodiment of the inven 
tion. The notification set-up processing 460 details the opera 
tions performed by the notification set-up processing 412 
illustrated in FIG. 4A. The notification set-up processing 460 
assumes that the requestor is already properly logged in. 
0051. The notification set-up processing 460 initially 
sends 462 a notification set-up page to a requestor. The 
requestor is a notifor that is setting up the notifications to be 
provided on their behalf by the notification system. Then, a 
decision 464 determines whether a notification set-up request 
has been received. When a decision 464 determines that a 
notification set-up request has not yet been received, the 
decision 464 causes the notification set-up processing 460 to 
await Such a Submission. Once the decision 464 determines 
that a notification set-up request has been received, the noti 
fication set-up request is processed 466 to acquire notification 
information. Thereafter, the notification information for the 
notifor can be stored 468. Typically, the notification informa 
tion is stored in a database, such as the database 112 shown in 
FIG. 1. Following the operation 468, the notification set-up 
processing 460 is complete and ends. 
0.052 FIG. 4E is a flow diagram of notification review 
processing 480 according to one embodiment of the inven 
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tion. The notification review processing 480 details the opera 
tions performed by the notification review processing 416 
illustrated in FIG. 4A. The notification review processing 480 
assumes that the requestor is already properly logged in. 
0053. The notification review processing 480 initially 
identifies 482 archived notifications sent for the requestor. 
The requestoris a notifor that is access the notification system 
to retrieve and view the notifications that have been provided 
by the notification system on their behalf. Typically, the 
archived notifications are retrieved from a database. Such as 
the database 112 shown in FIG.1. Next, a notification review 
page is formed 484. Then, the notification review page is sent 
486 to the requestor. Following the operation 484, the notifi 
cation review processing 480 is complete and ends. 
0054 FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of detailed notification 
processing 500 according to one embodiment of the inven 
tion. The detailed notification processing 500 is, for example, 
performed by the notification server 104 illustrated in FIG. 1 
or the notification server 200 illustrated in FIG. 2. The 
detailed notification processing 500 can be performed peri 
odically or after pertinent publication events. 
0055. The detailed notification processing 500 initially 
selects 502 a notifor. Then, notification criteria for the 
selected notifor is obtained 504. Then, a search 506 for those 
publications that match the notification criteria is performed. 
A decision 508 then determines whether one or more match 
ing publications have been identified by the search 506. When 
the decision 508 determines that one or more matching pub 
lications have been identified, then a matching publication is 
selected 510. Then, notifee information is then determined 
512. Among other things, the notifee information can identify 
one or more notifees that are to be notified with respect to a 
matching publication. 
0056. Next, one of the notifees is selected 514. After the 
notifee is selected 514, notification information for the 
selected notifee is obtained 516. As an example, the notifica 
tion information for the selected notifee can indicate how the 
selected notifee is to be notified. For example, for the selected 
notifee, the notification information could provide the notifi 
cation type, the electronic mail address, and name, title and 
associated organization. A notification message is then gen 
erated 518. Typically, the notification message that is gener 
ated 518 would be customized at least with respect to the 
information pertaining to the selected matching publication. 
As noted previously, different notifees can also receive dif 
ferent types of messages. The notification message is then 
sent 520 to the selected notifor. Typically, the notification 
information provides the electronic mail address of the 
selected notifee Such that the notification message can be sent 
520 electronically to the selected notifee as an electronic mail 
message. After the notification message has been sent 520, 
the notification message is archived 522. In one embodiment, 
the sent notification messages can be archived in a database 
associated with the notification server. 
0057 Next, a decision 524 determines whether there are 
more notifees that are to be notified with respect to the 
selected matching publication. When the decision 524 deter 
mines that there are more notifees to be notified, then the 
detailed notification processing 500 returns to repeat the 
operation 514 and Subsequent operations for a next notifee. 
0058 Alternatively, when the decision 524 determines 
that there are no more notifees for the selected matching 
publications, a decision 526 determines whether there are 
more matching publications to be processed. When a decision 
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526 determines that there are more matching publications to 
be processed, the detailed notification processing 500 returns 
to repeat the operation 510 and subsequent operations for a 
next matching publication. 
0059. On the other hand, once the decision 526 determines 
that there are no more matching publications to be processed, 
the detailed notification processing 500 performs a decision 
528. Additionally, when the decision 508 determines that 
there are no matching publications, the detailed notification 
processing 500 also performs the decision 528. In any case, 
the decision 528 determines whether there are more notifors 
to be processed. When the decision determines that there are 
more notifors to be processed, then the detailed notification 
processing 500 returns to repeat the operation 502 and sub 
sequent operations so that other notifors can be similarly 
processed. However, once the decision 528 determines that 
there are no more notifors to be processed, the detail notifi 
cation processing 500 is complete and ends. 
0060 FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of notification processing 
600 according to one embodiment of the invention. The noti 
fication processing 600 is, for example, performed by the 
notification server 104 illustrated in FIG. 1 or the notification 
server 200 illustrated in FIG. 2. The notification processing 
600 can be performed periodically or after pertinent publica 
tion events. 
0061 The notification processing 600 begins with a deci 
sion 602 that determines whether a new publication for an 
owner is available. Owner refers, for example, to title holder, 
author or editor. When the decision 602 determines that a new 
publication is not available at this time, then the notification 
processing 600 awaits the availability of such a new publica 
tion. On the other hand, once the decision 602 determines that 
a new publication is available, the notification processing 600 
continues. In effect, the notification processing 600 begins 
when a new publication becomes available. 
0062. When the notification processing 600 does con 
tinue, a decision 604 determines whether the owner of the 
publication is a member. Here, members are those businesses 
or individuals that are registered for notification service. In 
this embodiment, the owner has requested notification service 
of its publications. However, in general, third-party (i.e., non 
owners) could also request notification service of publica 
tions of others in other embodiment. In any case, when the 
decision 604 determines that the owner is not a member, then 
the notification processing 600 can send 606 the owner a 
message inviting their utilization of the notification service. 
In one implementation, the message sent to the owner is an 
electronic mail message advising them of their new publica 
tion and offering to provide notification services. 
0063 Alternatively, when the decision 604 determines 
that the owner is a member, then the notification processing 
600 obtains 608 notification criteria for the owner. The noti 
fication criteria specifies the criteria which determines which 
publication and which notifees are to be notified. In one 
embodiment, the notification criteria is obtained and stored 
through a registration or notification request process. Next, a 
decision 610 determines whether there are any notifees for the 
new publication. When the decision 610 determines that there 
are one or more notifees that are to be notified of the new 
publication, a notification message is prepared, sent and 
archived 612. On the other hand, when the decision 610 
determines that there are no notifees, then the operation 613 
can be bypassed. Following the operation 612 as well as the 
decision 610 when there are no notifees, the notification 
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processing 600 returns to repeat the decision 602 and subse 
quent operations so that other new publications can be simi 
larly processed. 
0064. The operation 612 of FIG. 6 can be implemented in 
a variety of ways. Typically, the message is an electronic 
message that is automatically prepared and electronically 
transmitted (i.e., electronic mail) to one or more notifees and 
then electronically archived. Documentation or evidence that 
the message was sent, delivered and confirmed can also be 
archived. The message can alternatively be electronically sent 
as a facsimile. 
0065 FIG. 7 is a flow diagram of notification message 
send processing 700 according to one embodiment of the 
invention. The notification message send processing 700 can, 
for example, represent processing associated with one 
embodiment of the operation 612 of FIG. 6. The notification 
message send processing 700 can be used in place of opera 
tions 516-522 of FIG. 5. 
0066. The notification message send processing 700 
begins with a decision 702 that determines whether a pre 
notification authorization is required. When the decision 702 
determines that a pre-notification authorization is required, 
an authorization message is prepared and sent 704 to the 
member. Pre-notification authorization means that the notifor 
has requested (e.g., when registering) that the notifor be 
informed prior to sending out a notification message. Here, 
the authorization message permits the notifor to permit or 
decline the sending of the notification message to the notifee. 
The authorization can optionally also enable the notifor to 
preview the notification message before it is sent. Next, a 
decision 706 determines whether authorization has been is 
received. The authorization is, for example, a reply to the 
authorization message. In one implementation, the authori 
Zation message is an electronic mail message and the autho 
rization is a reply to that electronic mail message. As another 
example, the authorization could be the notifor interacting 
with the notification server to provide the authorization. In 
one implementation, the electronic mail message could 
include a link (e.g., active link or hyperlink) to the notification 
server to facilitate the acquisition of the authorization. In any 
case, the authorization may take minutes, hours or days to be 
received following the sending the authorization message. 
Hence, the processing for this publication can wait for the 
authorization and then continue once received. 

0067. When the decision 706 determines that authoriza 
tion has been received as well as following the decision 702 
when no pre-authorization is required, notification informa 
tion for the one or more notifees to receive the message is 
obtained 708. One or more notification messages are then 
prepared 710. Next, the one or more notification messages are 
sent 712. In one implementation, the notification messages 
are sent as electronic mail messages. In an alternative imple 
mentation, the notification messages can be sent as facsimi 
les. After the one or more notification messages are sent 712, 
the notification messages are archived 714. Additionally, any 
delivery confirmation can also be archived 714. For example, 
the delivery confirmation can be an indication that the noti 
fication message was received, an indication that the notifi 
cation message was opened, or a reply to the notification 
message. Also, when the decision 706 determines that autho 
rization is denied, then operations 708–714 are bypassed as 
notification message are not to be sent. 
0068. The notification messages utilized by the invention 
are generally predetermined but can also be customized by 
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notifors. The different types of messages can provide notifors 
with an opportunity to use different messages in different 
situations. The notification messages can contain an active 
link to the publication. For example, the active line can be a 
hyperlink that, when selected, retrieves and displays the pub 
lication for the requestor (e.g., notifee). The notification mes 
sages can also contain active links to license information, an 
analysis of the publication in general or with respect to the 
notifee, or other documentation or presentations. The 
requesting notifor can be anonymous or identified in the 
notification messages. 
0069. The notification types can vary with implementa 
tion. In one embodiment, in which the publications are patent 
related, the notification types can include: (i) a mere patent 
information, (ii) patent information and license offer (non 
aggressive), (iii) patent information and license offer (aggres 
sive), and (iv) cease and desist infringement. Hence, the con 
tent or text of these notifications will vary with type. As an 
example, a notification of the “mere patent information' type 
might state the following: 
0070 You are hereby notified of U.S. patent application 
Ser. No. , which was published on month, day, year. 
and thereby now enjoys provisional rights. The text of the 
published application can be obtained from various sources, 
including by selecting the following link to published appli 
cation. 
0071. For Licensing opportunities, click here. 
0072 Here, this exemplary message includes not only the 
notification message to inform the recipient of the patent 
publication, but also optionally includes a hyperlink to the 
publication document and a hyperlink to access licensing 
information. 
0073. The invention provides notification of publications 
in an automated, computer-implemented way. The publica 
tions can be of various types. Some examples of particularly 
useful publications include published patent application and 
issued patents. The notification of these patent-related publi 
cations have legal consequences. Accordingly, the ability to 
affect notification in a reliable and automated way is a well 
come advance to the state of the art. 
0074 The notification system according to one embodi 
ment of the invention operates in a client-server environment. 
The clients are notifors or notifees, or their machines or 
network browsers operating on their machines. Typically, the 
notifor interacts with a network browser operating on a com 
puting device to in turn interact with the notification server. 
The information provided to the notiforis then often a markup 
language document or page (e.g., web page). Notifees typi 
cally only need to access a computing device to receive elec 
tronic mail. The notifor may also need access to electronic 
mail. 
0075. The invention is preferably implemented in soft 
ware, but can be implemented in hardware or a combination 
of hardware and software. The invention can also be embod 
ied as computer readable code on a computer readable 
medium. The computer readable medium is any data storage 
device that can store data which can be thereafter be read by 
a computer system. Examples of the computer readable 
medium include read-only memory, random-access memory, 
CD-ROMs, magnetic tape, optical data storage devices, car 
rier waves. The computer readable medium can also be dis 
tributed over a network coupled computer systems so that the 
computer readable code is stored and executed in a distributed 
fashion. 
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0076. The advantages of the invention are numerous. Dif 
ferent embodiments or implementations may yield one or 
more of the following advantages. One advantage of the 
invention is that notifications of publications can be effi 
ciently scheduled and carried-out. Another advantage of the 
invention is that notifications that are performed are docu 
mented. Still another advantage of the invention is that it is 
network-based so that access is available whenever network 
access is available. 
0077. The many features and advantages of the present 
invention are apparent from the written description and, thus, 
it is intended by the appended claims to coverall such features 
and advantages of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those skilled 
in the art, the invention should not be deemed limited to the 
exact construction and operation as illustrated and described. 
Hence, all Suitable modifications and equivalents may be 
resorted to as falling within the scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A non-transitory computer readable medium including 

at least executable computer program code stored thereon for 
notifying notifees of publications, said computer readable 
medium comprises: 

computer program code for obtaining predetermined noti 
fication information associated with a notifor to be uti 
lized in notifying one or more particular notifees, the 
predetermined notification information includes notifi 
cation criteria that serves to identify those publications 
of the notifor that are to be delivered to the one or more 
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particular notifees, and the predetermined notification 
information further includes or serves to electronic mail 
addresses for the one or more particular notifees; 

computer program code for automatically determining 
whether a publication of the notifor matches the prede 
termined notification criteria; 

computer program code for determining, based on the pre 
determined notification criteria, an appropriate notifee 
to be notified of the publication matching the predeter 
mined notification criteria, the appropriate notifee being 
one of the one or more particular notifees; 

computer program code for sending an authorization 
request to the notifor; 

computer program code for preparing an electronic notifi 
cation message, the electronic notification message 
including or referencing the publication matching the 
predetermined notification criteria; and 

computer program code for sending the electronic notifi 
cation message to the appropriate notifee using the elec 
tronic mail address corresponding to the appropriate 
notifee if said computer program code for determining 
determines that the appropriate notifee is to be notified 
of the publication matching the predetermined notifica 
tion criteria, 

wherein said computer program code for sending the elec 
tronic notification message is performed only after 
receiving from the notifor an indication of authorization 
for the notification message to be sent. 


