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6 Claims.

This invention relates to garment stretchiers
particularly adaptable for use in stretching a
sweater or like form of garment avoiding the
necessity of ironing the same subsequent to wash-
ing due to the fact that the garment is permitted
to dry while held taut. -

In its preferred form the device is made of wood
or metal either plated or formed of a non-rust-
ing material and consists of a head member: |
having outwardly extending arms 2 and 3. The
upper surface of the arm has an arcuate outer
surface to conform to the shape of the shoulders
of a garment. .

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is an elevation of our improved garment
hanger.

Fig. 2 is a section taken on line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

The head block | has a round portion 4 which
extends through the neck portion of a garment

supported thereon and a hook element 5 is pro- 2

vided for supporting the hanger on g convehnient
support. The inner face of the head member
has the straight portion 6 provided with recesses
at opposite ends to receive the ends of the parallel
rods T and Ta and may be secured to the head
as by the rivets 8. Supported on the rods T and
Ta is a cross member formed of two like parts 9
and 10 as shown and pins 11 and 2 engage in
recesses provided in the opposed inner faces of
the cross members 9 and 10, the purpose of which
is to maintain the parts 9 and 10 in longitudinal
alignment.

The opposed ends of the members 9 and 10 also
are apertured to receive a coiled spring (3 tend-
ing to force the members 9 and 19 apart to main-
tain them in frictional engagement with the rods
T and Ta.. Secured to the under side of the parts
9 and 10 is a metal strip 14 having an aperture
{5 in each end through which the rod members
- T and Ta respectively extend. The strip I8 has
slots 1la and 11b through which screws are in-
serted into the parts 9 and 10 of the cross mem-
ber as shown., -

The purpose of the strip 14 is fo prevent the
spring 13 from deflecting the rods T and Ta out-
wardly as the members 9 and 10 are moved down-
wardly thereover. There are also two rods 16
and 16a attached at the upper ends to the outer
ends of the respective members 9 and 10 and lie
in parallel relation with the rods T and Ta each
of which have similar eyed ends 76 and Te respec-
tively.

The opposite ends of the rods 16 and 16a are
respectively inserted through the eyes Tb and Te
of the rods 1T and Ta and into apertures in the
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cross bar 18 and secured in position therein as
by means of rivets 19 or other manner. To the
cross bar 18 is secured a parallel extensible bar
19¢ as by means of screws 20¢ but the members
18 and 19 may be integral in character. Each
end of the bar 19a is formed with longitudinal
recesses 20 and 21 to receive the ends of a U
shaped wire like member 22 and on each of the
U shaped wire members is a number of blocks 23,
24, 25 or more which are apertured to receive the
parallel portions 20 and 21 of the respective U
shaped member. By moving one or both the U
shaped members outwardly from the position
shown the blocks may be spaced apart and thus
the member (9 may be varied in length to corre-
spond to the width of the garment to be attached
thereto.

The member i9a and each of the blocks have a
series of pins 26 projecting outwardly therefrom
on each of the opposite sides and spaced apart
longitudinally of the member 9¢. When the
garment is placed over the head member the skirt
is secured by means of these pins. To stretch
the garment the member {9 may be pulled in g
direction away from the head member as by
means of the ring 27 and the parts are held in the
elongated relationship as the friction on the rods
1 and Ta by the blocks 9 and 10 caused by the
spring 13 tends to prevent the garment from
shrinking as it dries and thus move the bar 1§
towards the head member |.

From the foregoing description it is believed
evident that the device is simple and inexpensive
in character and that various chahges may be
made in the structure and relationship of parts
without departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention as set forth in the appended claims.

Having thus briefly described our invention, its
utility and mode of operation, what we claim gnd
desire to secure by Letters Patent of the United
States is:

1. A device for stretching garments such as
sweaters or the like comprising a head having its
outer side of an arcuate form to approximately
fit the shoulders of a garment, a pair of rods each
having an end secured to the head and extending
therefrom in substantially parallel relation, ‘a
cross member formed of two separate parts, each
having a transverse aperture adjacent its outer
end and being slidable on the respective rod, a
spring between the parts of the cross member
tending to force the same relatively outward to
maintain the said parts in frictional contact with
the respective rods, a rod on each end of the cross
member extending therefrom parallel with the
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first named rod, a bar connected to the opposite
end of the last named rods, and means on oppo-

site sides of the bar for securing the skirt of the -

garment thereto whereby by moving the cross
member in 2 direction away from the head mem-
ber the garment may be held in stretched rela-
tion.

2. A device for stretching sweaters or the like
comprising a head having arm portions extending
outwardly thereof, the outer surface of the head
and arms being shaped to practically fit the
shoulders of a garment, a pair of spaced rods hav-
ing an end thereof secured to the head and ex-
tending therefrom in substantially parallel rela-
tion, a cross member formed of two separate
parts, each having a transverse aperture adjacent
its outer. end to receive the rods and being slid-
able on the respective rod, means tending to force
the parts of the cross member relatively outward

to maintain the parts thereof in frictional contact ¢

with the respective rods, means carried by the
cross member for preventing the spreading of
the legs of .the U member as it is moved thereon,
a rod on each end of the respective parts of the
cross member extending therefrom in parallel re-
lation with the first named rods, a bar connected
to the opposite end of the last named rods, means
on each of the cpposite sides of the bar for secur-
ing the skirt of the garment thereto, said bar hav-
ing movable portions for varying the length
thereof.

3. A device for stretching garments such as
sweaters or the like comprising a head having its
outer side of an arcuate form to approximately
fit the shoulders of a garment, a pair of rods each
having an end secured to the head and extending
therefrom in substantially parallel relation, a
cross member formed of two separate parts, each
having a transverse aperture adjacent its cuter
end to receive the rods and being slidable there-
on, a spring between the parts of the cross mem-
ber tending to force the same relatively outward
to maintain the said parts in frictional contact
with the respective rod, a rod on each end of the
cross member extending therefrom paraliel with
the first named rods, a bar connected to the oppo-~
site end of the last named rods, means on oppo-
site sides of the bar for securing the skirt of the
garment thereto whereby by moving the cross
member in a direction away from the head mem-
ber the garment may be held in stretched rela-
tion, and means secured to the cross member
adapted to prevent spreading of the first named
pair of rods in movement of the cross member
thereon.

4. A garment stretching device comprising a
member having a form on its outer surface to
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practically fit within the shoulders of a garment,
a pair of rods each having an end attached to
the inner side of said member, a cross member
having transverse apertures adjacent its ends to
receive the rods, the cross member being formed
of two like parts, a spring between the adjacent
ends of the parts tending to spread the same to
frictional contact with the rods, a bar secured to
one edge of the cross member in a manner to per-
mit relative movement of the two parts of the
cross member therewith, said bar having eyes o
receive the respective rods and to frictionally en-
gage the outer side thereof to prevent spreading
of the legs by the pressure exerted thereon by the

5 spring, a rod attached to each end of the respec-

tive portions of the cross member and extending
in parallel relation with the first named rods, a
cross member secured to the opposite ends of the
last named rods, and means associated with the
last named cross member providing a hand hold
for moving the cross member relative to the head.

5. A device for stretching garments such as
sweaters or the like comprising a head having an
outer surface to support the shoulders of a gar-
ment, a pair of rods each having an end secured
tc the head and extending therefrom in substan-
tially parallel relation, a cross member having
transverse apertiures adjacent each of its outer
ends to receive the respective rods, means asso-
ciated with the cross member to maintain fric-
tional contact thereof with the respective rods, a
rod adjacent each end of the cross member ex-
tending parallel with the resgpective first named
rods, the said first named rods having at the ends
opposite the cross member an eye to receive the
respective second hamed rods, a bar connected to
the opposite end of the last named rods, and
means on the said bar for securing the skirt of a
garment thereto.

6. A garment stretching device comprising a
head piece having an upper surface of a shape
conforming to the shoulders of a garment within
which the device is positionable, and a tail piece,
the head piece having a pair of parallel rods and
the tail piece also having a pair of rods in par-
allel relation respectively with the first named
rods, a cross member formed of two like parts in
end to end relationship, each having an aperture
adjacent its outer end to receive the respective
rods connected with the head piece, the outer
end of the cross piece being attached to the end
of the rods of the tail piece, and a spring means
tending to separate the members of the cross piece
thereby maintaining the same in frictional con-
tact with the rods of the head piece, -
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