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(57) Abstract: A cleaning method in one embodiment of the present inven-
tion, said method being a method for cleaning a mask (1) that has a plurality
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of through-holes (5) running through the thickness direction (D1) thereof
from a top surface (1a) to a bottom surface (1b), is provided with the follow-
ing steps: a conveyance step wherein, with the mask (1) sandwiched in the
thickness direction (D1) thereof by a wheel conveyor (7), said wheel convey-
or (7) conveys the mask (1) in a conveyance direction (D2) perpendicular to
the thickness direction (D1) of the mask; and a cleaning step wherein a clean-
{ ing solution or air is supplied to the top surface (1a) and/or bottom surface
(1b) of the conveyed mask (1). The wheel conveyor (7) has a plurality of
pairs of wheels (7a, 7b) arrayed in a staggered manner in the direction (D2) in
which the mask (1) is conveyed.
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