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This invention relates to portable ironing
boards, more particularly intended for use by
travelers. : .

The principal object of the invention is to

5 provide an ironing board which can be easily and
quickly set up for use, and which will fold into
a very compact bundle when not in use so that
it may be easily carried in a suit case or travel-
ing bag.

10 Another object of the invention is to provide

a collapsible ironing board support which will

also serve as a clothes rack for supporting and
drying garments. o
Other objects are, to provide a collapsible con-
15 struction which when extended will be exceed-
ingly rigid and to provide means for adjusting
the heighth of the board and the angle thereof
to suit the user.
Other objects and advantages reside in the
20 detail construction of the-invention, which is
designed for simplicity, economy, and efficiency.
These will become more apparent from the fol-
lowing description.
In the following detailed description of the
25 invention reference is had to the accompanying
drawings which form a part hereof. Like nu-
merals refer to like parts in all views of the
drawings and throughout the description.
In the drawings:
30 Fig. 1 illustrates the improved ironing board
set up ready for use.
. Figs. 2 and 3 are bottom perspective views of
the two sections of the board proper.
Fig. 4 illustrates the board support as it would
35 appear when used as a drying rack.
Fig. 5 illustrates the foot leg and horizontal
brace in the folded position.
Fig. 6 illustrates the head frame folded.
The invention comprises a board formed in
40 two sections 10 and 1{, joined by means of & slid-
ing dovetailed tongue and groove joint 12. The
head section of the board is supported on a tel-
escoping head standard consisting of an outer
tube 13, an intermediate tube 14, and an inner
45 tube 15. The various tubes may be locked atl
any desired degree of extension by means of
clamping clips 6. )
The base of the head standard comprises a
folding tripod 17 of the “music stand” type. The
50 upper extremity of the head standard is hinged
to a frame 18 by means of a hinge member 34
which can be locked at any desired angle by a
thumb nut 35. The hinge member is formed
with a stud 36 which slips into the upper ex-
55 tremity of the inner tube 195, _

.extremity of the leg 22.

The frame §8 is provided with an end flange
19 dnd hooks 20 for engaging the head extremity

of the board as shown in Fig. 1. Two hinged

stiffening arms 2{ extend from the frame to act

as stiffeners to support the midportion of the 5
ironing board and strengthen the joint between
the two sections thereof.

The section (I of the board is preferably pro-
vided with an angle clip 30 for receiving the
stiffening arms 2f. The latter may be notched 10
as shown at 31 to snap over the clip 30 to lock
the entire assembly in position.

The foot section of the board is supported on

‘a single tubular telescoping leg 22 which is se-

cured to the board by means of a suitable hinge 15 °
clip 23 similar to the hinge member 34 and pro-
vided with a stud to fit snugly into the upper
The latter leg may be
clamped at any desired degree of extension by
means of & clamping clip 29,

For additional rigidity, a folding brace 24 is
secured to the leg 22 by means of a suitable hinge
25. The brace 24 is preferably channel-shaped
to receive a hinged extension bar 24’.. The ex-
tremity of the extension bar 24’ is notched as 25
shown at 26 so that it may be snapped over a re-
ceiving pin 27 on the outer tube 13 of the head
standard. The extension bar 24’ is hinged on
a hinged .pin 32 positioned inwardly from the .
extremity of the brace 24 so that the latter ex- 30
tremity will overlie the bar 24’ in the extended
position to prevent folding of the brace. .

‘When erecting the structure, the tripod 17 is
extended and locked; the head standard is ex-
tended to the desired heighth and locked by 35
means of the clamping clips 16; the frame (8
is placed on the head standard by inserting the
stud 36 in the inner tube 15; the two sections
10 and (1 of the board are secured fogether by
means of the joint 12 and the head end of the 40
board is placed on the frame 18 under the hooks

" 20; the braces 21 are extended and snapped onto

the clip 30, to lock the hoard on the frame {8;
the foot leg is positioned under the hinge clip

23 and raised to the desired height; the brace 45
24 is extended and snapped to the head standard
over the pin 21; and the thumb nut 3% is tight-
ened to rigidly clamp the board and its sup-
porting structure at the selected position.

When in use the device appears as illustrated 50
in Fig. 1. When not in use, the two sections of
the board are disassembled as shown in Figs. 2 and
3; the leg 22 and the brace 24 is folded as shown
in Fig. 5; the frame as in Fig. 6; and the standard
13 is telescoped and its tripod is folded back upon &5
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1t, tp form a short compact bundle. The entire

structure can then be easily packed in a suit case
or other luggage where it will occupy but a mini-
mum of space.

* Travelers and hotel guests often do a limited
amount of clothes washing. The head standard
and frame 18 can be employed as a drying rack
for the washed clothes thus avoiding hanging
them upon the room furniture. In Fig. 4, the
standard is shown as it would appear when em-
ployed for such a purpose. The two stiffening
arms 21 are turned outwardly to provide suitable
hanging arms. The arms 21 are formed with pro-
Jecting stop portions 28 which engage the frame

18 to support them in the extended position of

Fig. 4. )

Suitable rubber feet 33 may be provided to pre-
vent marring of the floor and to prevent slipping
while the hoard is in use.

‘While a specific form of the improvement has
been described and illustrated herein, it is de-
sired to be understood that the same may be
varied, within the scope of the appended claims,
without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion.

Having. thus described the invention, what is

" claimed and desired secured by Letters Patent

is:—

1. A foldable ironing board comprising in com-
bination: an elongated board, formed from two
sections attached to each other by a transversely
extending joint; & support for each section;
stiffening arms pivotally connected with the sup-
port under one section and swingable into posi-
tion along the under side of the board across the
joint therein; and means for effecting a connec-
tion between the free ends of the arms and the
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other section, whereby the arms will serve as
stiffening means for the board.

2, A foldable ironing board comprising: an
ironing board; a supporting standard; a frame
attached to the upper end of said supporting
standard, one end of the frame having hooked
fingers engaging one end of said board, the other
end of the frame having arms pivotally attached
to it and extended along the under side of said
board and serving as stiffening means for the
board.

3. A foldable ironing board comprising: an
elongated board formed from two sections con-
nected by a slidable, transversely extending dove-
tail joint; means for supporting one section;
stiffening means, comprising bars extending
across the joint and positioned on the under side
of the board, said bars being attached at their
one end to sald means for supporting; and means
for attaching the other ends of the bars to the
other section of said board. )

4. A collapsible ironing board comprising in
combination: a support having a frame hingedly
attached to its upper end; one side of the frame
having hook members extending above the upper
surface of the frame; an elongated ironing board
formed from two sections connected along a
transversely extending joint, one section of the
board resting on the frame and projecting be-
neath said hook members; bars pivotally con-
nected to the frame at their one extremity and
extending under the under surface of the board
and across the joint; means for attaching the
other extremities of the bars to the undersurface
of the other section; and means for supporting
the latter section of the board.

ETHEL ARTELIA COOPER.
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