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8 Claims.

This invention relates to lock seal bags of the
type disclosed in my Patent No. 1,803,217, granted
on April 28, 1931, and particularly to the means
for holding the bag closed.

In that patent, there was illustrtated a bag
having front and rear walls, formed with a re-
inforced mouth portion or closing flaps, these
flaps being adapied to be folded over upon the
body of the bag and upon each other, and there
were extensions or “tabs” extending from  the
rear wall or flap which were adapted to be folded
across the ends of the folded flaps and against
the rear face of the bag mouth, one of these tabs
having a post passing through the folded flaps
and having an aperture in its end through which
a padlock could be passed. In this construction,
the front flaps at their ends were attached to
the inner ends of the rear tabs.

This structure was all right for small bags but
when applied to larger bags could not hold them
closed as securely as necessary nor prevent the
discharge of small coins and further was not
adapted for large hags.

The general object of my invention, therefore,
is ‘to provide means for locking relatively wide
bags securely against any tampering with the
contents thereof and particularly provide means
whereby the bags, in addition to being locked,
may be sealed.

A further object is to provide a sealing device
which will extend across the paracentric lock of
the flaps and which will prevent the opening of
the lock until the seal is broken.

A still further object is to provide reinforcing
metallic strips within the flaps of the front and
rear walls of the bag and provide posts or other
locking means attached to the flap of the front
wall adapted to extend through the reinforcing
strips thereof and through the reinforcing
strips and flap of the other wall whereby these
posts will be very-rigidly held in position and
prevented from being removed.

Other objects will appear in the course of the
following description.

My invention is illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings wherein:

Fig. 1is an elevation of my improved bag open,
the view being partly in perspective.

Fig. 2 is an elevation of the bag closed and
locked. :

Tig. 3 is-a section on the line 3—3 of Fig, 2.

Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4—4 of Fig. 1.

Fig. b is a section on the line 5—5 of Fig. 3.

Referring to these drawings, 10 designates the
body of a bag which may be made of canvas,

(CL. 150—7)

duck, leather or other suitable material. This
bag has a front wall {1, a rear wall 12 and gus-
sets 13 formed of two sections stitched fo each
other at i3a.

The inner face of the rear wall 12 has stitched
thereto the preferably leather strip 14 which at
its upper margin is folded over to provide a hol-
low or tubular flap 15 stitched to the body of the
strip 14 at 6. This tubular portion 15 is laterally
extended to form the elongated tubular tabs 17
and {8, each having a length slightly longer than
the width of the bag. The strip 14 has at its
middle a relatively large opening 19 defined by
a grommet and on each side thereof the grom-
meted openings 20. The tubular flap 15 has also
a middle grommeted. opening 202 with two rel-
atively smaller grommeted openings 21 in each
side thereof. The tab (7T also has adjacent its
free end a relatively large grommeted opening
22 and two smaller grommeted openings 23 on
each side. The opposite tab 18 has a post 24
projecting therefrom and securely attached to the
tab and two posts 25 on each side of the tubular
post 24. The posts 25 are transversely apertured
at 26. These posts 25 are designed to pass
through the openings 29, 21, and 23, while the
post 24 is designed to pass through the openings
22, 202 and 19. The post 24 is preferably tubular
to receive g detachable locking barrel 27 contain-
ing a paracentric lock. The tubular flap 15 is

- provided adjacent its ends with grommeted open-
ings 28. The front wall Il has also attached
thereto a preferably leather strip'29 whose outer
margin, like the strip 4, is folded over to form
a tubular flap 30. The middle of this flap has a
relatively large grommeted opening 31 and lat-
erally disposed openings 32 while the middle of
the portion 29 of the strip has grommeted open-
ings 33 and 34 to register with the openings 31
and 32. Itis tobe understood that the grommets
defining the large openings 202 and 31 and the
small openings 21 and 32 pass through both
thicknesses of the tubular -flaps 45 and 30, and
that the grommets defining the openings |9 and
33 pass through the leather strips and the cor-
responding canvas walls. The tabs {7 and 8 are
likewise of double thickness and the grommets
defining the openings 22 and 23 pass through
these two thicknesses. The flap 30 is provided
adjacent its ends with the outwardly extending
posts 35 each apertured adjacent its outer end,
as at 36.

Disposed within the tubular flap 15 are two
reinforcing members 3T each composed of &
steel strip through which the grommets 28 pass.
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The tubular flap 30 is also reinforced by two steel
strips 38 through which the overturned bases of
the posts 35 pass. The tabs IT and 18 are
each reinforced by a steel strip 37=.

In closing the bag, the flaps 29 and 15 are dis-
posed flat against each other with the grom-
meted openings 33 and 34 registering with the
grommeted openings 20% and 21 and with the
posts 35 extending through the grommeted open-
ings 28. The two flaps (4 and 29 are then
turned down against the front of the bag so that
the grommeted openings in the middle of these
flaps will register with the grommeted openings
19 and 31 and the openings 21 and 34 will register
with the openings 20= and 32. The flap 17T is then
brought around on the back of the bag so that its
opening 22 is in register with the opening 2{= and
the opening 23°in register with one of the open-
ings 21, and then the other tab 18 is folded over
against the back of the bag and particularly
against the rear face of the tab 17T with its posts
25 extending through the openings 21, 20, 34 and
32 gand with the tubular post 24 extending through
the openings 202, {9, 33 and 3{. The paracentric
locking member 27 is then inserted into the tubu-
lar post 24 and locked therein by a key. After
the key is removed, an elongated pin 39 is in-
serted through the apertures 26 in the pins 25 and
extends across the front end of the paracentric
locking member 27. This pin 39 is slotted at one
end, as at 40, and provided with a head 31 at the
other end and a sealing wire having thereon a seal
is adapted to be passed through the aperture 48
to seal in place so that the pin 39 cannot be de-
tached without breaking this seal. Padlocks may
have their shackles inserted through the aper-
tures in the posts 35 or sealing wires may be
passed through these apertures and sealed. Thus
the middle of the mouth of the bag and the ends
of the mouth of the bag are locked to each other
so that it is impossible to open the bag without
breaking the locks or the seals. By reason of the
double fold of the two flaps 15 and 14 and the
protection at the ends of this double fold afforded
by the tabs IT and (8, it is impossible for any coin
or other small object to be discharged through
the mouth of the bag and it is impossible for any
instrument to be inserted through the mouth of
the bag which can pry this mouth open.

In my prior Patent 1,803,217, the ends of the
closing flaps, which fold over against each other
at the mouth of the bag, are directly connected
to each other by stitching at the ends of the flaps.
One improvement which I have made consists
in leaving the portion 5 entirely disconnected
from portions 29 and 30 and connecting the front
and rear of the bag by gussets 13 which extend
to the lower edge of the portion 30 on the front
of the bag and to the lower edge of the portion
5 at the back of the bag. Thus the bag may be
opened to the full extent allowed by the gussets
3, and if these gussets are made of an accordian
type, the bag may be expanded large enough for
the insertion and reception of any package within
the range of the bag and yet the bag will be
securely locked at the top so that even a dime can-
not be extracted. It will be obvious that this bag
may bhe sealed by sealing wires and seals at the
top, if desired, and that particularly the lock 27 is
sealed in place by the transverse wire 39 and the
sealing wire 40 which passes through the slot
thereof. Many customers object to any kind of
locks on bags of this character designed for hold-
ing large quantities of money, as they believe such

2,136,508

locks can be opened. Such customers require
seals and seals only, and this is secured by the
use of the posts 25 with apertures for the passage
of sealing wires and by the use of the posts 35
with apertures 36 for the passage of sealing wires.
It is furthermore secured by the sealing of the
middle lock by means of the seal on the pin 29.
These bags while particularly designed for
transportation of money or other valuable object,
are also adapted particularly to be used to en-
close registration binders in elections, such bind-
ers being required in some of the States, as for
instance, the State of Pennsylvania. Such bags
must be capable of being locked and sealed and
it will be obvious that the bag described herein is
capable of being locked bhoth by means of the

-paracentric lock 2T and by padlocks, if desired,

passing through the posts 35 with seals passing
through the posts 25 and through the pin 39, or
these seals may be used on the post 35 if desired.
It is to be noted that the posts 36 have their
bases inserted through the steel strips 38. This
gives added strength and eliminates any give in
the bag whatsoever that otherwise might permit
the pulling down of the gussets and the abstrac-
tion of the contents of the bag.

It will be seen that the bag which is herein dis-
closed may be fully expanded at the top, which
is impossible with the bag made in accordance
with my prior patent for the reasons heretofore
stated. Purthermore, I provide for sealing the
bag with metal seals or provide for closing the
bag by locks or/and by seals.

‘While I have illustrated certain details of con-
struction and arrangement of parts, I do not wish
to be limited thereto as obviously many changes
might be made therein without departing from
the spirit of the invention as defined in the ap-
pended claims.

‘While T have illustrated the post 35 as carrying
padlocks, it is to be distinctly understood that
this is merely to show that padlocks may be used
on these posts. Ordinarily, however, these posts
or pins 35 are long enough so that when the post
is inserted through the bag, as shown in Fig. 3,
it would be impossible to pull the flap over the
pin or post 35. The end pins 35 are particularly
important inasmuch as they hold up the gusset
13. Without these pins, the gussets could be
pulled down under the flap and entrance gained
into the bag.

It is also to be understood that the bags may
be made without the paracentric lock and the
bags sealed by posts 25 and, if necessary, seals
to be applied to the posts 35.

‘What is claimed is:

1. A bag having a front wall, a rear wall and
inwardly foldable gussets constituting end walls,
the rear wall having at its mouth a closing flap
foldable longitudinally upon the front wall, the
front wall having a closing flap foldable longi-
tudinally upon the front wall, the inwardly fold-
able end walls extending up to the junction of said
flaps with the front and rear walls and the flaps
being entirely disconnected from each other,
both flaps having a plurality of openings regis-
trable when the rear flap is folded over upon the
folded flap of the front wall, the flap of the
front wall having outwardly projecting posts
disposed laterally outward of said openings and
adjacent the ends of the flaps and the opposed
rear flap having openings through which the posts
are adapted to extend when the flaps are folded

upon each other, the rear flap having lateral

extensions or tabs, one of said tabs having a
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‘plurality of openings adapted to register with

the registering openings of the front and rear
flaps and the other of said tabs having a plu-
rality of posts adapted to extend through said
registering openings when the tab is folded back
over the other tab and against the rear wall, cer-
tain of said posts having means for engagement
by locking or sealing devices.

2. A bag having a front wall, a rear wall and
inwardly fcldable gussets constituting end walls,
the rear wall having at its mouth a closing flap
foldable longitudinally upon the front wall, the
front wall having a closing flap also longitudinally
foldable upon the front wall, the ends of both
flaps being entirely disconnected from each other
and from the gussets, both flaps at the middle
thereof having a relatively large opening and on
each side of this large opening two smaller open-
ings, said openings being registrable when the rear
flap is folded over upon the downwardly folded
flap of the front wall, the flap of the front wall
having outwardly projecting apertured posts ad-
jacent its ends and the flap of the rear wall hav-
ing openings adjacent its ends through which
the posts are adapted to extend when the flaps
are folded upon each other, the rear flap having
lateral extensions or tabs at its opposite ends,
one of said tabs having a large opening and two
small openings on each side thereof adapted to
register with the registering openings of the
front and rear flaps, the other of said tabs hav-
ing a plurality of posts, the central post being
hollow and open at one end and the two laterally
disposed posts having apertures, the posts being
adapted to extend through the registering aper-
tures at the middle of the front and rear flaps
when the last named tab is folded back over the
other tab, and a removable locking harrel in-
sertible through the large registrable middle
openings and into said tubular post.

3. A bag having a front wall, a rear wall and
inwardly foldable gussets constituting end walls,
the rear wall having at its mouth a closing flap
foldable longitudinally upon the front wall, the
front wall having a closing flap also longitudinally
foldable upon the front wall, the ends of the
front and rear flaps being entirely disconnected
from each other and from the gussets, both flaps
ai the middle thereof having a relatively large
opening and on each side of this large opening
two smaller openings, said openings being regis-
trable when the rear flap is folded over upon the
folded flap of the front wall, the flap of the front
wall having outwardly projecting apertured posts
adjacent its ends and the flap of the rear wall
having openings adjacent its ends through which
the posts are adapted to extend when the flaps are
folded upon each other, the rear flap having lat-
eral extensions or tabs at its opposite ends, one of
said tabs having a large opening and two small
openings on each side thereof adapted to register
with the registering openings of the front and
rear flaps, the other of said tabs having a plu-
rality of posts, the central post being hollow and
open at one end and the two laterally disposed
posts having apertures, the posts heing adapted to
extend through the registering apertures at the
middle of the front and rear flaps when the last
named tab is folded back over the other tab, a
removable locking barrel insertible through the
large registrable middle openings and into said
tubular post, and a locking pin insertible through
the apertures in the posts on each side of said
tubular post and when in place extending across
the face of the locking barrel and preventing its

3
removal, said pin having means whereby it may
be sealed.

4. A bag having a front wall and a rear wall,
each wall at the mouth of the bag being pro-
vided with flaps adapted to be folded one upon
the other to close the bag, the flaps being pro-
vided each with three openings, the openings in
one flap being registrable with the openings in
the other flap when the flaps are folded upon
each cther and an element attached to one of
said flaps and foldable over therecn and carrying
a medially ‘disposed hollow post open at one end
and insertible through the middle openings of the
flaps and carrying two laterally disposed aper-

tured posts insertible through the lateral open- ‘%

ings in said flaps, a locking barrel insertible into
the hollow post and having means for locking
therein, and a sealing pin extending through the
apertures of the lateral posts and across the
face of the locking barrel to prevent the removal
thereof, the pin having means whereby it may
be sealed in place.

5. A bag having a front wall, a rear wall and
inwardly foldable gussets constituting end walls,
the rear wall having at its mouth portion a hollow
leather strip attached thereto along one margin,
to form a tubular flap, the fAap being laterally
extended beyond the body of the bag to provide
two tabs, the front wall of the bag having at-
tached thereto a tubular leather strip having a
length equal to the width of the bag, both of said
strips being foldable longitudinally, each on its
line of junction with the corresponding wall, the
end walls extending to the junction of the strips
with the front and rear walls of the bag, that por-
tion of each strip attached to the bag and the tub-
ular portion of each strip being formed at its
middle with a medial relatively large grommeted
opening and on each side thereof with relatively
smaller grommeted openings, the ends of the
tubular strip attached to the rear wall of the bag
having two grommeted openings adjacent its ends
and the ends of the tubular strip attached to the
front wall of the bag having projecting apertured
posts adjacent its ends and insertible through the
last named openings, one of said tabs having
adjacent its end a large grommeted opening and
two laterally disposed smaller grommeted open-
ings, the other tab having permanently attached
thereto a hollow locking post insertible through
the large grommeted openings of the flaps and
having two laterally disposed posts insertible
through the second named grommeted openings
of the flap, and a locking barrel insertible through
the central openings of the flaps, the large open-
ing of one tab, and into the tubular locking post.

6. A bag having a front wall, a rear wall and
inwardly foldable gussets constituting end walls
and attached to the front and rear walls; g flexi~
ble strip foldably attached to the upper edge of
the front wall and constituting a flap; a flexible
strip constituting a flap and attached to the
upper edge of the rear wall, both of said strips
being disposed above the gussets and being free
from attachment to each other, the strip at-
tached to the rear wall having lateral extensions
foldable laterally against the upper margin of
the rear wall when the flap of the front wall is
folded down upon the face of the front wall and
the flap of the rear wall is folded down over the
outer face of the folded front flap, said exten-
sions overlapping each other when so folded; and
locking means on the ends of the front flap and
extending through adjacent portions of the rear
flap when the rear flap is folded over the front
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flap; and locking means carried by one of said
extensions and extending through the other ex-
tension and through both the front and rear
flaps when folded over each other.

7. A bag having a front and a rear wall, a hol-
low locking post extending, when the bag is closed,
through both of said walls, locking posts extend-
ing, when the bag is closed, through both of said
walls on each side of but adjacent to the hollow
post, the second-named posts being apertured,
locking posts extending through both of said side
walls at the lateral ends of the walls, a locking
barrel formed and constructed to have locking
engagement with the hollow locking post, and a
sealing pin detachably disposed within the aper-
tures of the second-named lateral posts located on
each side of the hollow post and extending across
the face of the locking barrel and preventing
detachment of the locking barrel from the locking

2,136,598

post, the pin having means whereby it may be
sealed.

8. A bag having a front wall and a rear wall, a
hollow locking post carried by one of said walls
and extending, when the bag is closed, through
the other of said walls, locking posts carried by
one of said walls and extending, when the bag is
closed, through both of said walls on each side
of but adjacent to the hollow post, the second-
named posts being apertured, a locking barrel
formed and constructed to have locking engage-
ment with the hollow locking post, and a sealing
pin detachably disposed within the apertures of
the second-named lateral posts and extending
across the face of the locking barrel and prevent-
ing detachment of the locking barrel from the
hollow post, the pin having means whereby it may
be sealed.

ARTHUR C. STRAYER.
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