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This. invention . relates. to a»jack— for pos1t1vely
positioning goods w1th1n a package 0.1 insure easy.
withdrawal of the goods whether: the - -package
be completely filled - or only- partlally filleds -

One .object.of this. 1nvent10n» is:to- provrde a
jack which will keep the: supply of the artlclesqn
the package constantly in- reach of- the opening
through which they are.to be: w1thdrawn

Another object-of this 1nvent1on is:to provide a
jack which -will serve. to strengthen the package
container so that. it’ will retam its orlgmal shape
for longer periods of time: My mventlon also
serves in this manner to prevent ‘the. contents of
the package from being crushed...

A fiirther obJect of the. 1nvention 18 to- provule
a jack which will . exert . constant ‘pressure -upon
the “articles. within the -package -to.. ‘move . them
toward the opemng to- replace articles taken from
the package.

" Still'another.object-of this. 1nvent1on is- to pro-
vide constant pressure on articles contalned Wlth-
in"a. package, in such a-manner. that nelther by
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their  own weight . nor by. ordlnary jarring . or

shaking will ‘such- art1cles fall out.of thelr pack-
age.container, this prevents. the articles from: be-~
ing damaged’ by falling loose from their container.,

Still-other objects: of ‘this invention are to pro-
V1de such e, dévice which will be light in weight,
occupy but little space within the ‘package -when
the’ package is Tull, be simple to. manufacture and
be extiéemely low in cost..

Other objects will become apparent from the
following ™ description Wh1ch 111ustrates some - of
thé préferred and practical. embodrments of this
invention, -
. In the drawing: which: accompames and forms
a“part of this spec1ﬁcat1on and.- throughout the
several figures of which, hke reference - charac-
ters are employed to denote like -parts: .

, Figire 17is a vertical section through - -a- cigs

arette package showmg the article positioning

Jack in place;

. Fxgure 27is a side” v1ew of the art1cle posrtlon- .

-ing Jack Deéforé beitig placedlin a package:
Figure 3isa perspectlve v1ew of: that form of
the invérition shown in” iglires. 1 and 2;’
Figures 4 and’5-are perspectwe views’ of oppo-
site“sides’ of a modified form of tHe iiveétition;
__ Figure 6 is'a perspective view ofa fu1 ther. modi-
fied-form of the invention: ang™ =
" Figure 7 is a perspectrve view of another modr-
fication, -
In modern merchandrsmg many products are
sold in’ package Tori, a niimber of articles being
- wrapped or boxed and sold as a unit, for example,
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crgarettes, sanitary . napkms paper table na, k1ns'
paper. handkerchiefs. such ‘as: Kleenex, first. aid
bandages -and- compresses, and cértain. drugs
supplies ‘such as codliver’ 011 and hahver orl 1n
capsule form It-is.almost an umversal custom
among. c1garette users, for example, in. opemng
the package to-tear: off. one corner and to remove
c1garettes through thls opening. one at’ a: trme as
needed. - There are, however distinet. drsadvan-
tages:-to- thxs method.. In the: ﬁrst place packages
are.made. to closely embrace the. articles’ whic
they contain. Thus; when a relatlvely smal
tion of.one-end of a. package is. opened the a
clesr directly-. under the. opemng are readi el
easily. removed, but after stich’ rémovals. the re~
maining.. art1cles back under the unopened por;
tions-of-the package cannot be reached conveh-
iently. and, due to the- t1ght fit. W1thm the package
cannot easily-be shaken to-a.position under the ‘
opening. . Thus, those art1cles are frequently torn .
made - unshapely - or: otherwise damaged, before ‘
they. are finally" removed-for-use. :
A-second:disadvantage of- ths method lles in
the fact-that after- ‘several umts of. the" artmles
have -been- removed- from -the: package and-‘the -
package ig- 1nadvertently mchned or 1nverted ‘thé

- remaining.articles. whlch are loose may:drop. out

thus-not:only. causing- 1nconvemenee to-the user,
but damage -and - -injury- to :the artlole as well.
Again- -using cigarettes-as:an - ‘example, sthe. re-
moval of-one -or two.  will-permit: most-of -these
remaining-beneath: the opening:to eventually fall :
out: causing inconvenience-to the .user and usual-~
ly-injury: to the- crgarettes Although the fore-
goingrhas-dealt particularly with- mgarette pack-
ages:it is equally- true of other -similar packaged
goods.. By:the-use-of- my-invention’ these-disad- "
vantages-and-:inconveniences are. overcome, -
~Referring- to. the -drawing’ in - detadl;: and ﬁrst
advertmg to-that form:-of--the: 1nventlon shown
im:Pigures-1, 2,-and 3, the: 1nve'1t1on contemplates
the use of -a: relatively strff though flexible, Tec-

_ tangular member:8- of cardboard, fiber, cellu101d

or-the-: like, -scored- transversely: at-some- ‘point;
perhaps, but’ not necessarily, midway - betwaen
its‘ends -as-at=9:. - A tensioning element 10, spref=
erably of rubbe¥, although other: materlals havs
ingssingilar’ pr op‘ertles may also berused, hag its
ends anchoreéd near the Upper and:lower: edges of
the member::8+by: suitable mesns suchas: ‘the"
staplestlland’12. The'tensioning eleniernt:/(07is
stretched:while it isbeingzsecured to the: ‘mentber
8rand therefore-will - ~constantly-exert-a- pult-on -
thecendsiof- the:members:8;.causing the members :
to bend at the score line 9.. As it bends: at tle
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score line the resulting arms I3 and {4 form the
sides of some form of a triangle which has the
tensioning element 10 at its base. The more
the element 10 contracts the smaller will become
the apex angle of the triangle and consequently
the altitude will increase. A counterpart of this
structure of a smaller size, having a member 15
scored at 16 and a tensioning element 17T secured
near the edges of the member (5 by the staples
18 and 19, is fixed to the member 8 by means of a
staple or glue or other fastening device 20 pass-
ing through the score lines 9 gnd 6. Thus is
produced two friangles having their apexes
joined together.

In Figure 1 is shown a conventional cigaretté
package 21 with a a jack such as-that just de-
scribed in place within the package. One corner
of the package has been torn off as at 22 and
some of the cigarettes removed. The members

8 and 15 of the jack are flat as in Figure 2 when

placed in the package. Due to the relatively
tight fit of the package about the cigarettes the
jack will remain in this position until some of
the contents are removed. As cigarettes are
taken from the package through the opening 22
the members 8 and 15 can bend at their score
lines under the pull of the tensioning elements
i0 and I1. As the two similar triangles begin to
take form the upper and lower edges of the mem-
per 8 will bear against the side wall 23 of the
package 21, while the upper and lower edges of
the jack seat member 1§ will bear against the
cigarettes forcing them away from the-wall 23
of the package and against the side wall-24. Up-
on withdrawal of more cigarettes from the pack-
age, the tensioning elements 10 and 17T will draw
the upper and lower edges of the members 8 and
15 closer together making the apex angles of the
two triangles more acute and increasing their
altitudes, thereby forcing the remaining ciga~
rettes against the side wall 24 of the package
under the opened corner 22. In this manner
as long as any cigarettes remain in the-package
they will be gently, but firmly, pressed by the
jack seat against the side wall 24 of the package
thus maintaining the cigareties in a position at
the opening where they may be readily removed.

In Figures 4 and 5 a slightly modified form of
jack is shown. This form comprises two elon-
gated strips 25 and 28, the strip 25 having-a re-
duced tongue 271 which passes through-a lip ‘28
cut in the strip 26. A tensioning element 29 is
secured to the upper end of strip 25 and to the
lower end of strip 28. The upper end of strip
26 is cut to form a plurality of fingers 30. In
use the tongue 271 and the fingers 30 will form
a jack seat which will bear against the ‘ciga~
rettes while the opposite ends of the strips will
bear against the side wall of the package. This
form is peculiarly adapted to use in a cigarette
package as the cigarettes may not present an
even surface for the.jack to bear against. The
resiliency of the fingers 38 will allow the jack
to press firmly against the individual cigarettes.

Figure 6 shows a further modified form.in
which a triangle similar to that shown in Fig-
ures 1, 2, and 3 has the sides 31 and 32 and a
tensioning element 33. To this triangular struc-
ture is secured a relatively short flat jack seat
member 34 by means of a staple, glue, or other
similar fastening means 35. The member 34
will provide a comparatively large bearing sur-
face and may be preferable in some cases where
a line contact pressure might injure the mer-
chandise,
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A further modification is shown in Figure 7,
wherein one side of the triangular structure 36,
31, 38 has secured to it a single fiat strip 39 hav-
ing a series of fingers 40 formed at its upper end,
the whole forming a jack seat to bear against
the article to be positioned in the package.

While a number of forms of the invention have
been shown and described, it is to be understood
that these are given by way of example and not
by way of limitation.

Having thus described my invention what I
claim is:

1. A jack for positioning articles in a package
so that they are readily accessible, comprising a
rectangular member having one end reduced to
form a.tongue, a second rectangular member
having a slot to receive the tongue of said first
member to hingedly connect the two members to-
gether, a tensioning element secured near and
stretched between one end of the first member
and one end of the second member, contraction
of the tensioning element causing the hinge con-
nection of the members to move out of the plane
of the ends, the continuations of the two said
members past the hinge forming a jack seat to
pear against the articles in the package.

9. A jack for positioning articles in a package
so that they will be readily accessible at all
times, comprising: an elongated member having
a reduced tongue section; a second elongated
member having a slot through which the tongue
sectich of the first elongated member may pass
so as to pivotally connect the two members to-
gether; a tensioning element, the ends of said
tensioning element being secured near one end
of the first elongated member and the corre-
spondiiig end of the second elongated member;
the other end of said second elongated member
being cut to form a plurality of resilient fingers,
said resilient fingers and the tongue section of
said first elongated member forming a jack seat
which bears against the contents of said pack-
age; all substantially as described.

3. A jack for positioning articles in a package

5 so that they are readily accessible, comprising,

an elongated member having one end reduced
to form a tongue, a second elongated member
having a slot adapted to receive the tongue of
the first member to hingedly connect the two
members together, a tensioning element secured
near one end of the first elongated member and
one end of the second elongated member, the
continuations of the two said members past the
hinge connection forming a jack seat to bear
against the articles in the package.

4. A jack for positioning articles in. a package
so that they are readily accessible, comprising

. an elongated member having one end reduced to
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form & tongue, a second elongated member hav-
ing a slot to receive the tongue of the said first
member to hingedly connect the two elongated
members together, a tensioning means secured
near and stretched between one end.of the first
member and one end of the second member, con-
traction of the tensioning means causing the
hinge connection of the elongated ‘members to
move out the plane of their ends, a plurality of
fingers on one end of the first elongated mem-
ber, said fingers and said tongue forming a jack
seat which bears against tlie contents of said
package, all substantially as described. .
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