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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
THEODORE A. ROUSSEAU, OF NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE. 

IDEVICE FOR, HOLDING AND SEVERING, TICKETS, CHECKS, AND THE LIKE. 

974,830. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Nov. 8, 1910. 
Application filed September 21, 1909. Serial No. 518,886. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, THEODORE A. ROUS 

SEAU, a citizen of the United States, resid. 
ing at Nashville, in the county of Davidson 
and State of Tennessee, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in De 
vices for Holding and Severing Tickets, 
Checks, and the Like, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
My invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in devices for holding 
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and severing tickets, checks and the like and 
the primary object of my invention is to 
provide a device of this character which is 
adapted to hold the tickets, checks or the 
like in position to be torn and with which 
the tickets, etc., may be more accurately and 
expeditiously severed than has heretofore 
been possible. 
A further object of my invention is to 

provide a device of this character which will 
be simple in construction, cheap to manufac 
ture and durable. 
A further object of my invention is to 

provide a device of the character described 
by which tickets made in accordance with 
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my invention in tickets as disclosed in my 
allowed application No. 473,540 filed Janu 
ary 21, 1909, may be accurately and rapidly 
severed along the desired lines. 
With these and other objects in view, my 

invention consists in certain constructions, 
combinations and arrangements of parts, the 
preferred form of which will be first de 
scribed in connection with the accompany 
ing drawings and then the invention par 
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ticularly pointed out in the appended claims. 
Referring to the drawings wherein the 

same part is designated by the same refer 
ence numeral wherever it occurs: Figure 1. 
is a perspective view of my device showing 

45 
1 taken centrally of the movable cutter; 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the cutter 
with the bar broken away; and Fig. 4 is a 
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detailed perspective view showing a modi 
fied form of holding and guiding pins. 

5 designates a block made of wood, metal 
or cardboard which preferably and as shown 
is of the same size and shape as the tickets, 
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checks or the like which are to be severed. 
From this base project the holding plates 
6, 6 which extend up from opposite sides of 
the block 5. These plates can be of any de 

in any desired way. I have illustrated the 
plates 6 as secured to the base by being L 
shaped and projecting under the base with 
the end passed up through an opening in 
the base and clenched thereon, with the hold 
ing part 6 projecting up from the edge of 
the base. On the opposite sides of the base 
5 from that carrying the holders 6, I pro 
vide the holding and guide plates 7, which 
may also be Eli in any desired way. 
As shown in Fig. 1, these holding and guid 
ing plates 7 are similar to the plates 6 and 
are Secured to the base 5 in the same way. 
The holding devices 6 and 7 will retaina, 
plurality of Superimposed tickets or checks 
upon the base 5 in proper position to be 
Severed along the desired lines. 
In illustrating one use of my invention I 

have shown upon the base a plurality of rail 
road tickets constructed in accordance with 
my invention in tickets set forth in my ap 
plication No. 473,540 above referred to. In 
the use of these tickets it is necessary that 
they be severed along a predetermined line 
With the exception of one or more places 
thereon, where a V-shaped line of severance 
is produced. These V-shaped lines of sever 
ance are to indicate the destination of the 
passenger purchasing the ticket, the char 
acter of the ticket, etc. By tearing the tick 
ets in this manner a passenger's section is 
produced and also the agent's or auditor's 
stub. By holding the tickets in proper po 
sition on the base it is possible to tear a plu 
rality of tickets which are to be duplicates of 
each other at the same time. 
By reference to Fig. 1 it will be seen that 

one side of the stops 7 is in line with the 
line of severance across the ticket, so that 
When a straight edge is placed against this 
edge of the guides 7 the tickets will always 

the same as used in connection with severing 
tickets: Fig. 2 is a vertical section of Fig. 

be severed on the same transverse line as is 
necessary. 
8 designates a straightedge which, in the 

form of construction shown, is provided at 
its opposite ends with the upwardly turned 
lugs 9, and 10 is a bar carried by the lugs 
and extending between the same over the 
central portion of the straightedge S. Ex 
tending downwardly from the straightedge 
adjacent its ends are the guides 25 which 
are adapted to fit over the sides of the pile 
of tickets or other sheets to be severed to 
hold the straight edge in proper position lon 
gitudinally. Referring again to the illus 

sired shape or size and secured to the base tration of the use of my invention used in 
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the drawings, it will be seen that when the 
straightedge is placed as shown in Fig. 1 
with its tearing edge against the sides of the 
guides 7, this edge will be in proper position 
to cause the Severance of the ticket along the 
line of division between the agent's stub and 
the ticket itself. 
In order to provide for forming the deep 

V-shaped notch in the ticket proper, a mov 
able V-shaped cutter must be mounted upon 
the straightedge. In the form of construc 
tion by which I have illustrated my inven 
tion, the rod 10 heretofore described is for 
the purpose of supporting this V-shaped 
cutter in such a manner that it may readily 
be moved longitudinally of the straightedge 
to the proper position to sever the ticket 
along the lines desired. 
In the construction by which I have illus 

trated my invention, 11 designates a yoke 
EY with an upwardly extending han 
le portion 12, the yoke being formed in its 

opposite sides with the openings 13, slidable 
upon the rod 10. This yoke carries the V 
shaped cutter which consists of a trowel 
shaped cutter 14, having an upwardly and 
rearwardly projecting portion 15 which in 
the form shown is pivoted upon a pin 16 
mounted in the sides of the yoke above the 
bearings 13, the portion 15 at each. side of 
the pin 16 extending downwardly so as to 
loosely embrace the upper portion of the rod 
10. By this construction it will be seen 
that when the yoke is tipped back the shoul 
der's 19 of the rearwardly projecting portion 
15 will contact with the edge of the yoke 
and thus raise the cutter in addition to the 
rising movement imparted by the oscillation 
of the yoke. When the yoke is pushed for 
Ward, the cutter will move down against the 
topmost sheet of the pile to be severed and 
when the cutter rests upon the sheet, it will 
be firmly held thereon by the engagement of 
the downwardly projecting end 19 engaging 
the rod 10. When the line of severance is 
not always the same distance from the edge 
of the ticket or the like, the guide 7 can be 
made adjustable, and in Fig. 4 I have shown 
pins 20 which can be placed in any one of 
the plurality of openings 21 in the projec 
tions 22 of the base 5. By adjusting these 
guide pins in these various openings the line 
of severance made by the straightedge can 
be changed to suit various forms of tickets. 

For the purpose of illustrating one use of 
my invention, I will describe the same as 
used for severing tickets made in accordance 
with my invention as disclosed in my ap 
plication above referred to. As will be seen 
from Fig. 1, a plurality of these tickets is 
placed upon the base 5 and held in proper 
position by the projecting plates 6 and 7. 
When it is desired to issue one of these 
tickets to a given destination, the straight 
edge is placed against the side of the guid 
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ing plates 7 which brings the cutting edge of 
the straightedge in line with the mainline 
of severance between the two parts of the 
ticket. The names of the various stations 
are printed at an angle to the line of sever 
ance between the two parts of the ticket and 
adjacent thereto. The cutter 14 is now 
moved along the rod 10 of the straightedge 
until its edge extends along just above the 
particular station to be indicated as the 
destination and the ticket is torn in the man 
ner indicated in Fig. 1. If a half ticket is 
to be issued, the ticket would also be torn 
along the line indicated by the position of 
the cutter in Fig. 1 and after this tear ls 
made the cutter would then be moved to a 
position to tear just above the station which 
it is desired to indicate. 

It is to be understood that the particular 
form of the stops 6 and 7, of the straight 
edge 8, the angular cutter 14, and the means 
of supporting the same movably upon the 
straightedge are not essential to my inven 
tion but may be varied as found desirable 
Without departing from my invention. 
I realize that considerable variation is pos 

sible in the details of construction and ar 
rangement of parts without departing from 
the spirit of my invention and I therefore do 
not intend to limit myself to the specific 
form shown and described. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent is 
1. In a device for severing tickets, checks 

and the like, the combination with a base, of a straight edge, upwardly projecting lugs 
extending from the opposite ends of the 
straight edge, a rod supported in the lugs 
and extending between the same, a yoke 
slidably mounted upon the rod, a trowel 
shaped cutter pivotally mounted in the yoke, 
and means on the base to engage the straight 
edge to aline the same with the desired line 
of severance of the ticket. 

2. In a device for severing tickets, checks 
and the like, the combination with a base, of 
guides extending upwardly from the edges 
of the base, whereby a plurality of tickets 
or the like may be held in position on the 
base, one pair of said guides being disposed 
on opposite sides of the base with one of the 
sides of each of the guides in line with the 
line of severance of the ticket or the like to 
be severed, a straightedge, upwardly pro 
jecting lugs extending from the opposite 
ends of the straightedge, a rod supported in 
the lugs and extending between the same, a 
yoke slidably mounted upon the rod, said 
yoke being provided with an upwardly pro 
jecting handle portion, and a trowel-shaped 
cutter pivotally mounted in the yoke 

3. In a device for severing tickets, checks 
and the like, the combination with a base, of a straight edge, downwardly projecting por 
tions located adjacent the end portions of 
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the straight edge and adapted to engage the 
sides of the layer of tickets thereunder, up 
Wardly projecting lugs extending from the 
opposite ends of the straight edge, a rod Sup 
ported in the lugs and extending between 
the same, a yoke slidably mounted on the 
rod, a trowel-shaped cutter pivotally mount 
ed in the yoke, and means on the base to en 
gage the straight edge to aline the same 

with the desired line of severance of the 10 
ticket. 
In testimony whereof I have affixed my 

signature in presence of two witnesses. 
THEODORE A. ROUSSEAU. 

Witnesses: 
J. F. JENKINs, 
H. W. WATSON. 


