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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN A. RATCLIFF, OF COLUMBTUS,

KANSAS.

SIDING-SPACING GAGE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 565,299, dated August 4, 1896,
Application filed December 4, 1895, Serial No. 571,066, (No model))

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, JOEN A. RATCLIFF, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Co-
lumbus, in the county of Cherokee and State
of Kansas, have invented a new Sldm@-Spac-
ing Gtage for the use of house-carpentering in
put’mno onsiding byspacing and holding the
siding while ﬁttm@ and nailing it on, of
WhICh the followmof is a spemﬁcauon

The ordinary me-thod of putting siding on
a building is to space the distance it is to be
laid to the weather with a pair of compasses
or dividers, and driving a nail at each end of
the siding which has been put on at a point
which is to show the number of inches the
siding is to be laid, and upon these nails the
siding to be fastened on rests while the
ends are marked preparatory to its being fit-
ted to the building. This gage upon which
I desire to secure Letters Patent takes the
place of this common way of spacing with
the compass and driving a nail upon which
the siding is to rest. By the use of two of
these gages, one at each end of the siding, it
is firmly held in place and quickly adjusted,
and enables the carpenter to put on siding or
clapboard much more satisfactorily and rap-
idly than by any other means or by the use
of spacing with a compass and driving nails
to support the siding or clapboard during the
time it is being prepared to be put on in the
customarymanner. Italsoobviatesthesplit-
ting of the siding or clapboard at the end by
driving nails therein to support the lining of
each clapboard before it is nailed onto the
building in place, as these gages are easily
and qu1ckly ad;]usted and do not puncture or
mar the siding in any appreciable degree. I
reach these objects by the mechanism illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—~

Figure 1 is the entire machine as it will
appear in actual operation. Fig. 2 repre-
sents the spacing-bar, the block that holds
the awl, the lip which is to furn under the
siding which has been nailed on. This holds
the gage firm against the siding or building.
Fig. 3 represents a vertical section of the in-
vention, giving a detailed view in the per-

spective in half of each component part of
the machine.

Similarlettersrefer tosimilar parts through-
out the several views.

A A represent the spacing-bar.

a a at the top of the spacing-bar represent
the flange on which the bottom of the siding
to be fastened rests.

b b represent the hole in the top of the
spacing-bar, into which a small awl may be
inserted and pushed into the siding, which
with the block B B and the screw C C holds
the gage very firm. TUsually, however, it is
not necessary to use the awl in this hole.

F F represents the inches on the spacing-
bar, and the marks between the same the
fractional parts of an inch, so that the siding
may be gaged or laid to the weather any
desired distance in inches or aliquot part
thereof.

C O at the foot or base of the spacing-bar
represent a screw which is intended fo rest
against the siding next to the last one nailed
on, and is to be regulated according to the
thickness of the clapboard or siding to be put
on, and to aid in holding the gage firmly in
p051t10n

D represents the curve or bend at the 1OWGl
end of the spacing-bar, equal in curve to the
thickness of the block B B.

B B represent- the block which fits under
the lower edge of the last siding which has
been nailed on, thereby holding the gage very
firmly in place.

C represents the awl complete, consisting
of the awl proper, the flange, the screw, and
the handle.

E represents the screw through the clamp

‘which holds the spacing-bar in place.

F represents the clamp firmly fastened to
the siding-block holding the spacing-bar in
position.

G represents the screw in the right-hand
corner of the block intended to be regulated
by the thickness of the siding to be puton and
steadying the gage in position.

L represents the point of the awl which is
to hold the gage to the siding.

H, the spring on the awl between the han-
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dle and the block, is to allow the lip I to reach -

underthe edge of thesiding and pressitfirmly
against the same.

I represents the lip which is to go under the
edge of the siding which has already been fas-
tened and is intended to hold the gage in firm

and proper position in aid of the awl which.

is pushed into the siding under the lower

edge of the last siding-board which has been

nailed on.

J represents the serew which holds the awl
in position in its handle.

K K K represent the siding which has been
and is to be fastened to the building.

In adjusting this gage to the building pre-
paratory to the fastening of the clapboard

the block B B is to be placed immediately

under the siding which has been last nailed
with the lip I turned down. The pointof the

awl is then pushed into the siding or studding
until the lip reaches the inner portion of the
siding fastened, when the handle is to be
turned half-way around, which brings thelip
Tupunderthe siding which hasbeen fastened,

and which, with the aid of the screw G and
the point of the awl L and the screw C C,
holds the gage firmly in position.

‘What I claim is—

1. A weather-board gage provided with a
bar having a right-angled projection at its
upper end, a projection on the opposite side
of the bar and atitslower end of a depth equal
to the thickness of the weather-board and hav-
ing an extension in a plane parallel to the
plane of the bar and provided with a serew,
in combination with a horizontal block ad-

justable on said bar and provided with anawl

and a clamping-screw. ;

2. A weather-board gage provided with a
har and a block adjustable thereon, in com-
bination with an awl extending through said
block and provided with a flange axially rev-
oluble and adjacent the inner surface of the

block.
JOIIN A. RATCLIFE.
Witnesses:
GroO. E. BEERS,
G. W. BELT.
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