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ABSTRACT: A support for retaining a flexible bag in an open 
position is disclosed. The support includes three legs which 
are joined together at a common juncture and an upper frame 
member which defines an opening having dimensions approxi 
mately equal to the peripheral dimensions of the flexible bag. 
Two of the legs of the support define a discharge portal 
through which filled bags can be easily removed. 
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BAG. HOLDER 
The present invention is directed to a bag holder, and, more 

specifically, to a bag holder designed to provide a portable, in 
expensive, and stable means of retaining a flexible bag in an 
open position. 
There has been a marked increase in both private and com 

mercial use of flexible bags and flexible liners which are 
placed within existing receptacles in order to facilitate content 
disposal and insure cleanliness. These existing receptacles 
often make removal of filled flexible bags difficult because of 
bulging contents which increase the overall size of such hags 
atter use. 

it is an object of the present invention to provide a bag 
holder wherein a U-shaped frame portion facilitates easy 
removal of a filled flexible bag. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a bag 
holder that is stable, portable and inexpensive, 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a 
bag holder wherein an upper frame member defines an open 
ing of dimensions approximately equal to the peripheral 
dimensions of the flexible bag, to thereby retain the bag in 
position which permits the bag to be filled more easily and 
completely, 

It is still another object of the present invention to provide a 
bag holder wherein an upper frame member over which the 
mouth of the flexible bag is draped is secured to three legs at 
positions where the bag is capable of expansion and easy 
removal. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
The present invention is directed to a bag holder made of 

lightweight, yet sturdy material. A frame is provided having 
three legs. Two of these legs are bowed outwardly and joined 
at their lowermost ends by a crossmember which may be in 
tegral there with, thus defining a discharge portal through 
which a filled, flexible bag can be easily removed, 
A third leg is provided and is joined to the discharge portal 

crossmember by a member attached or integral therewith the 
lowermost end of the third leg. Such members, combined with 
the three legs, make the bag holder stable when in use. If 
desired, the third leg may also be bowed for increased stability 
of the bag holder and to permit easy removal of the filled bag. 
An upper frame member is provided, which defines an 

opening to receive a bag made of a flexible material. The 
dimensions of this member are approximately equal to the 
peripheral dimensions of the mouth of the bag to be em 
ployed. Thus, the bag, while retained, is stretched to its max 
imum open dimensions, thereby permitting the bag to be easi 
ly and completely filled. The upper frame member is secured 
to all three legs at positions spaced outwardly from the inner 
surface of the member to thereby provide a smooth inner sur 
face, 
The bag holder can be constructed of tubular parts and sold 

as a single constructed unit. The holder may also be in kit 
form, wherein the tubular members may be joined by nuts and 
bolts or other attachment means. The parts may be tubular or 
of any other desired shape. 

For the purpose of illustrating the invention, there is shown 
in the drawings a form which presently is preferred; it being 
understood, however, that this invention is not limited to the 
precise arrangements and instrumentalities shown. 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a bag holder constructed in 
accordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a side elevation of the structure shown in FIG. 1 il 
lustrating bag removal in phantom lines; 

FIG. 3 is a front elevation of the structure shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the structure shown in FIG. 1; 

and 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the bag holder 

taken along lines 5-5 of FIG. 2. 
Referring now to the drawings in detail, wherein like nu 

merals indicate like elements throughout the several views, 
there is shown in FIGS. 1-4 a bag holder in accordance with 
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the present invention designated generally as 10, The bag 
holder 10 retains a flexible bag 12 which may be composed of 
polyethylene or like material, 
The bag holder 10 includes a first upstanding leg 16 and a 

second upstanding leg 18. As shown, the legs 16 and 18 are tu 
bular, However, it is to be understood that the tubular legs of 
this bag holder may be of any desired shape, The legs 16 and 
18 are bowed outwardly and are joined by a crossmember 20 
at the lowermost ends, The legs 16 and 18 and the cross 
member 20 may be composed of a single integral member or 
may be composed of separate members suitably intercon 
nected by use of nuts and bolts or any other suitable conven 
tional interconnecting means, 
A portal 14 is defined by legs 16 and 18 and crossmember 

20. The portal 14 is intended to be used for removal of the 
filled flexible bag from the bag holder as illustrated in phan 
tom lines in FIG, 2. The bowing of the legs 16 and 18 
facilitates easy and rapid removal of the flexible bag 12. The 
bowing of the legs 16 and 18 also increases the stability of the 
bag holder 10, 
A third upstanding leg 22 is joined to the crossmember 20 

by a member 24, The member 24 may be secured to the leg 22 
in any desired manner or can be integral therewith. The leg 22 
can also be bowed outwardly toward the bottom thereof to in 
crease stability of the bag holder and also facilitate easy 
removal of the bag 12. The member 24 may be secured to the 
crossmember 20 by a nut and bolt or any suitable securing 
means, It is also within the scope of the present invention to 
spotweld the member 24 to the crossmember 20. However, 
when the components of the bag holder 10 are sold as a kit, 
conventional mechanical interconnecting means such as nuts 
and bolts are preferred. 
The legs 16, 18 and 22 are secured at the uppermost ends 

thereof to a frame member 28, The frame member 28 is 
generally rectangular in shape and includes sides. 31, 33, 35 
and 37 which define a portal 48, The upstanding leg 18 is 
secured to the side 33 of the frame member 28. The upstand 
ing leg 22 is secured to the side 31 of the frame member 28. 
The upstanding leg 16 is secured to the side 37 of the frame 
member 28. The side 35 cooperates with the crossmember 20 
and the legs 16 and 18 to define time portal 14 through which 
the bag 12 may be removed. 
The legs 16, 18 and 22 may be secured to the frame member 

28 in any desired manner. It is preferred, however, that the in 
terior surface of the frame member 28 be relatively smooth to 
permit easy removal of the bag 12. To accomplish this, the 
head 40 of the bolt 42 should be on the internal periphery of 
the frame 28 and the nut 44 should engage the threads of the 
bolt 42 on the external periphery of the frame 28. As seen in 
FIG. 5, the upstanding portion of the leg 16 terminates in a 
generally C-shaped segment 46 which meets with the exterior 
of the side 37, to provide a close fit between the parts and to 
provide a neat appearance. Furthermore, the end of bolt 42 
will act as a friction engaging means to prevent the filled bag 
from collapsing inwardly through the portal 48 defined by the 
upper frame member 28. The legs 18 and 22 may be secured 
to the sides 33 and 31, respectively, in the same manner as the 
leg 16 is secured to the side 37. 
The dimensions of the upper frame member 28 define an 

opening for the flexible bag 12 which is approximately equal 
to the peripheral dimensions of the mouth of the bag 12. 
When draped or wrapped over the upper frame member 28, 
the flexible bag 12 is retained in substantially its widest open 
position thereby facilitating easy and complete filling of the 
bag. 
As shown, the legs 16 and 18 are joined at the sides 37 and 

33, respectively, adjacent to the ends thereof close to the por 
tal 14. It is to be understood that the leg 22 may or may not be 
bowed, as desired. When bowed, the leg 22 provides addi 
tional support for the bag holder and also facilitates removal 
of the filled bag from the bag holder. The bowing of the legs 
16 and 18 is important since it permits rapid and efficient 
removal of the bag 12 from the bag holder 10. The frame 
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member 28 may define a rectangle of any desired size and may 
define a square. All of the members which make up the bag 
holder may be tubular as shown, or may be of any other 
desired shape, 

In the preferred embodiment of the present invention, the 
legs 16, 18 and 22 will be approximately 25 inches long, the 
crossmember 20 will be approximately 18 inches, the member 
24 will be approximately 11%inches long, the sides 33 and 37 
will be approximately 17%inches long, the sides 31 and 35 will 
be approximately 17%inches long and the peripheral dimen 
sions of the bag adjacent the mouth thereof will be approxi 
mately 70 inches, 
The present invention may be embodied in other specific 

forms without departing from the spirit or essential attributes 
thereof, 

I claim: 
1. A support for retaining a flexible bag in an open position 

comprising a frame including two legs bowed outwardly defin 
ing a discharge portal through which filled bags can be easily 
removed, a third leg, means for joining said three legs at their 
lower most ends, said joining means being a first elongated 
member coupled at its ends to said two legs and a second elon 
gated member coupled at its ends to said third leg and to said 
first elongated member intermediate its ends, and an angular 
upper frame member secured to said three legs at positions 
faced outwardly from the inner surface of said upper frame 
member, said upper frame member defining an opening hav 
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ing dimensions approximately equal to those of the relatively 
flexible bag for receiving and supporting said bag in a position 
in which said bag can be more easily and completely filled, 

2. A support for retaining a flexible bag in an open position 
comprising a frame including two legs bowed outwardly defin 
ing a discharge portal through which filled bags can be easily 
removed, a third leg, means for joining said three legs at their 
lowermost ends, said joining means being a first elongated 
member coupled at its ends to said two legs and a second elon 
gated member coupled at its ends to said third leg and to said 
first elongated member intermediate its ends, an angular 
upper frame member to be attached to said three legs at posi 
tions spaced outwardly from the inner surface of said upper 
frame member, said upper frame member defining an opening 
having dimensions approximately equal to those of the mouth 
of a flexible bag for receiving and supporting said bag in a 
position in which said bag can be more easily and completely 
filled, and means for attaching said upper frame member to 
said three legs. 

3. A support as set forth in claim 2 wherein said two bowed 
legs and said third leg are approximately 25 inches long, said 
first piece is approximately 18 inches long, said second piece 
is approximately 11.5 inches long and said upper frame 
member defining a square each side of which is 17.5 inches 
long. 


