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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FREDERICKA. HAVENS, 

of Wethersfield,in the county of Hartford and 
State of Connecticut, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in End-Gate 
Fastenings; and I do hereby declare the fol: 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it pertains to make 
and use it, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, which form a part of this 
specification. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

endgate fastenings, and the object of the same 
is to provide a fastener which is carried by 
the gate and which will automatically engage 
the wagon body when the gate is closed. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings 
Figure 1, is a side elevation of the rear por 
tion of a wagon body showing the end gate 
held closed by my improved device. Fig. 2, 
is a similar view the latch being raised from 
the notch of the body. Fig: 3, is rear eleva 
tion. - 
A designates the side of the wagon body 

having near its rear end the transverse groove 
B, and C designates the end gate. Secured 
to the outer side of the end gate is the strap 
D having the perforated projecting lugs E. 
F is the latch proper having at its rear end 

the depending lugs G, which are in line with 
the lugs E, and extending through all these 
lugs is the pivotal pin H. Encircling this pin 
between lugs E, is the coiled spring I, one end 
of which depends on the strap D, while its op 
posite end is projected upward and a short 

iently raising the same when the gate is to 
belowered. The coiled spring holds the latch 
normally down flatly upon the top edge of the 
gate, as shown in Fig. 2, and when it is pushed 
forward over the body side A, it is raised 
slightly but dropped into the groove B, as soon 
as the latter is reached, thus automatically 
locking the gate. 
My improved locking device is very simple 

and cheap in construction, while at the same 
time it is very durable and accomplishes very 
effectually the desired end. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. The combination of a body, a hinged end 
gate, a strap secured thereto, perforated lugs 
projecting from the strap, a latch adapted to 
engage the body at its forward end, lugs de 
pending from the rear end of the latch, and 
a bolt extending through the lugs of the latch 
and strap, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

2. The combination of a body having the 
transverse groove, a swinging end gate, lugs 
projecting outward therefrom, a horizontal 
latch, a lug depending from the forward end 
of the latch which enters the said transverse 
groove, depending perforated lugs on the rear 
end of the latch, a pivotal bolt extending 
through the last named lugs and the lugs pro 
jecting from the gate, and a spring coiled 
about the said pin having its lower end turned 
outward to engage the gate and its upper end 
so projected as to bear against the latch, sub 

distance over the latch F, as shown, so as to stantially as shown and described. 
hold the same normally down, as will be read 
ily understood. 
The latch at its forward end has the depend 

ing lug J, which when the gate is closed is 
adapted to engage the groove B of side A, and 
thus hold the gate securely locked, as shown 
in Fig. 1. An ear K projects from the upper 

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

FREDERICK A. HAVENS. 
Witnesses: 

FRED D. GLAZIER, 
E. L. WEAVER. 
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