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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

FRANK W. WATKINS, OF NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR TO
CHARLES TABER & CO., OF SAME PLACE.

FASTENING FOR PICTURE-FRAME BACKS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 374,645, dated December 13, 1887,
Application filed May 6, 1887, Serial No. 237,314, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANK W. WATKINS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
Bedford, in the county of Bristol and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Fastening for Picture-Frame Backs, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to the fastenings used
to retain the backing of a wooden picture-
frame in place; and it consists in providing
said wooden picture-frame with flat and plia-
ble pieces of metal, attached thereto by nails
or screws, and adapted to be bent over the
edges of said backing. k

Heretofore the backing of pictures having
wooden frames has been retained in place by
means of nails driven through the backing
into the frame, or, when the backing has been
in contact with the back of the picture, it has
been fastened there by means of nails driven
into the sides of the rabbet of the frame.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view of a wooden picture-frame with the
backing secured to it by means of my im-
proved fastening. Fig. 2 is a view in cross-
section of one side of said frame; and Fig. 3
is a view of the fastening.

In Fig. 1, @ represents the back of 2 wooden
picture-frame. b represents the backing of
the same, and ¢ ¢ represent the flat and plia-
ble metallic fastenings which retain said back-
ing in. place.

In Fig. 2, a represents the frame; ¢, the

glass; g, the picture; b, the backing, and ¢ the
fastening. ’ _

The fastening is attached to the frame by
meauns of the flat-headed nail d, driven through
it into the frame. 'The backing b is then put
in place and the end % of the fastening benf
over the edge of the backing.

If desired, the fastening ¢ can be extended
or made longer, as shown at ¢, and that end
used to bend down against and hold the pie-
ture g firmly against the glass e, asshown at k.

The fastening ¢ is provided with a hole, n,
through which thenail orscrew d passes when
it is attached to the frame. :

When apicture has been mounted in a frame
and the back secured by these fastenings, as
shown, and it is desired toremove the picture
tq substitute another or different one, there
are no tools necessary to perform the opera-
tion, as the fastenings ¢ can easily be bent and
rebent to place by the fingers. '

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— _

As a new article of manufacture, a fastening
for the backs of picture-frames, consisting of
the flat and pliable piece of metal ¢, provided
with the hole #, as shown and described.

FRANK W. WATKINS.
Witnesses:

HeENrRY W. MASON,
~THOs. M. JAMES.
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