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To wll whom it may concern: .
Beitknown thatI, ALFRED W.SMITH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Adrian,
in the eounty of Lenawee, State of Michigan,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Mail-Boxes; and I do declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable

others skilled in the art to which it appertains’

to make and use the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and to the
figures of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to mail-boxes; and it
consists in the construction and arrangement
of parts hereinafter fully set forth, and point-
ed out particularly in the claims.

The object of the invention is the construc-
tion of a letter-box of sheet metal of suitable
gage having therein a certain arrangement
of mechanism wherebysurreptitious access to
the box is obviated, a leveling of mail-matter
within the box is effected, and a large and

_free throat or opening provided, through

which the mail - matter may be introduced
into the box, avoiding a choking thereof. A
further arrangement also provides for lock-
ing the box against being opened when it has
become filled to such an extent that it cannot
properly receive additional matter. These
objects are attained by the association of op-
erative parts illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which— .

Figure.1 is a front elevation of a mail-box
embodying my invention. Fig. 2is a vertical
sectional view through the top of the box,
showing the mechanism therein. Fig. 3 is a
horizontal section through the top as on line
3 3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional
view as on line 4 4 of Fig. 1, showing in ele-
vation the operative parts in position for the
introduction of mail into the box.

Referring to the characters of reference, 1
designates the body of the box,which is formed
of sheet-steel of snitable gage. The top 2 of
the box is curved in cross-section and is se-
cured to the box proper by riveting or in any

other suitable manner.

The opening 3 for the introduction of mail-
matter is formed in the top of the box and is
closed by a lid 4, which is hinged at 5 and is

adapted to be lifted up to disclose the open-
ing 8. Secured to the inner face of the lid,
near each end thereof, is a bracket 6, which
normally depends within the box. Pivoted
at 7 to the brackets 6-are the bars 8, whose
inner ends extend within the box and are piv-
oted at 9 to the opposite ends of the tray 10,
hinged at its upper edge to a transverse rod
11, crossing the rear inner wall of the top of
the box and supported at its ends in the ends
12 of said top. Also journaled upon the piv-
ots 9, at the ends of the tray 10, are the bars
13, whose opposite ends are pivoted at 14 to
the sides 15 of the tray 16, said tray being in
turn pivoted to oscillate upon the pintles 17,
mounted upon the sides 15 of said tray and
journaled in the ends of the top. By the ar-
rangement of the trays as above described
they are actuated upon the opening of the lid
4, through the mediam of the connected bars
8 and 13, to cause their lower edges to swing
together and form a trough-shaped receptacle
adapted to receive the mail-matter introduced
through the opening 3, exposed by the lifting
of the lid 4, so that the mail-matter intro-
duced into the box is held in said receptacle
until the lid 4 is closed, when said trays will
swing apart and deposit the mail-matter in
the body of the box. The arrangement of
the trays is such that when their lower edges
swing apart the mail-matter resting thereon
is disecharged to either side of the box instead
of directly in the center thereof, whereby as
the box is filled the top of the contents is main-
tained practically level, enabling a greater
quantity of mail to be placed in the box be-
fore it becomes excessively filled.

Formed upon the upper edge of the tray 16
is a curved lip 18, extending longitudinally
of the tray and box and so shaped as to close
the mail-opening 3 when the lid 4 of the box
is down or closed, as shown in Fig. 2, so that
access to the interior of the box eould not be
attained even though the lid 4 might be
broken or partially removed. It will also be
observed that when thelid 4 is open to allow of
the introduction of mail into the box the po-
sition of the trays is such as to practically
extend across the top of the box above the
mail-matter below, thereby preventing access
thereto through the mail-opening 3. It will
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be further observed that when the lid 4 is
raised the opening 3 for the introduction of

the mail is unobstructed and allows a free |

access to the box, so that clogging and ob-
straetion are obviated.

When the box is closed, the lower edges of
the trays depend within the box, as shown
in Fig. 2, so that should the box become filled
up to the lower edges of said trays further
access to the box is prevented by the mail-
matter lying between the trays’ lower edges,
as such matter would be encountered by the
inwardly-moving edges of the trays should

. an attempt be made to open the lid, whereby
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the trays would become locked and the lid
would be prevented from being raised suffi-
ciently to introduce any further matter into
the box owing to the presence of the lip 18,
which stands across the mail-opening 3, until
the lid 4 has been fully opened.

Access to the box for the removal of mail
is had through the door 19, adapted to be

closed by a hasp 20, which may be secured-

by any suitable lock. -

This improved box being made of sheet-
steel is light and strong and very durable,
obviating the possibility of becoming broken
by a blow from some heavy instrument, asis
the case with cast-iron boxes.

Having thus fully set forth my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A mail-box, having an opening for the
introduction of mail, a movable 1lid to close
said opening, movable trays within the box,
means connecting said trays together, and
means connecting one tray with said lid
whereby they are caused to move across the

‘upper end of the box as said 1{id is opened so

as to form & partition between said opening

and the body of the box and a recéptacle for
the mail-miatter introduced.

2. A mail-box, having an opening therein
through which mail may be introdaced, a
movable lid to close said opening, a tray piv-
oted before said opening within the box and
a second tray pivoted within the box at the
rear so as to receive the mail-matter intro-
duced through said opening, said front tray
having a lip adapted to stand across said
opening when said lid is closed and means
connecting said lid with said front tray,
through said rear tray.

3. A mail-box, having an opening therein
for the introduction of mail, a movable lid to
close said opening, movable trays within the
box adapted to swing together at their lower
edges to form a receptacle, means connecting
said trays together, and means connecting
the rear tray to said movable lid whereby
their lower edges are brought together as said
lid is opened and they are swung apart as the
lid is closed to discharge the mail-matter into
the box. ,

4. A mail-box, having an opening therein
for the introduetion of mail, a hinged lid to
close said opening, trays pivoted at the op-
posite sides of the box and adapted to swing
together at the lower edges, a connecting-rod
extending between and pivoted to said trays
and a rod pivoted to one of said trays and to
said lid whereby said trays are brought to-
gether and swung apart as the lid is opened
and closed.

In testimony whereof I sign this specifica-
tion in the presence of two witnesses.

; ALFRED W. SMITH.

Witnesses:

E. S. WHEELER,
ExocH EDMONSTN, Jr.
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