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This invention relates to improvements in tags, and
more particularly to improvements in tags which are
constructed in such a fashion as to be capable of being
marked with identifying matter and wherein the identifica-
tion remains secure from obliteration by weather, abra-
sion, grease and the like which tend normally to deface,
obscure or obliterate writing and other identifying marks.

As an example, one of the uses of tags in which the
identification placed upon the tag is subjected to the at-
trition of weather, is in the marking of nursery plants.
A rose bush may be identified by means of a tag upon
which the species and genus is properly noted and after
a period of time and subjection to weather, watering,
mud and the like, the identification becomes illegible and
of no further value.

In the present invention I have provided a simple tag
construction provided with a transparent shield which
is adhesively connected to the body of the tag to thus
protectively cover the identification provided on the tag
body and yet which allows clear visibility of said identifi-
cation.

A principal object of this invention, therefore, is to
provide a tag which protects a marking thereon from
defacement or obliteration caused by external contacts
with grease, dirt, mud, water, scuffing and like forces.

A further object of this invention is to provide a tag
having a transparent shield member which is normally
kept out of adhesive contact with the card body but which
may be placed in adhesive contact with the body in order
to effectively seal off the identification area by merely
stripping a release or backing sheet from the transparent
film or shield.

A further object of the invention is to provide an
identification tag provided with means to prevent ob-
literation or defacement of the identification matter and
which also gives the tag an attractive glossy appearance
so that it continues to have an attractive, clean appear-
ance for beyond that of conventional tags.

Another object of the invention is to provide a tag of
the type described which is inexpensive to manufacture
and simple to employ and which expands the fields of
use of normal paper identification tags beyond that here-
tofore known.

Still another object of the invention is to provide a tag
which is resistant to attack by weather, water, grease,
airt and scuffing or abrasion therefore promoting the nse
ful life of the tag beyond that heretofore available.

Other objects and advantages will become apparent
upon referring to the accompanying specification and
drawings in which similar characters of reference repre-
sent corresponding parts in the several views.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 shows the new tag which is the subject of this
invention.

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view taken along lines
2—2 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 shows the tag in partially opened position and

10

15

20

35

40

45

50

55

70

2

shows an identification having been placed on the tag
body.

Fig. 4 shows the tag with the backing or release sheet
being removed from the transparent shield.

‘Fig. 5 shows the tag with the transparent shield having
been fixed to the tag body in secured relationship.

Fig. 6 shows a modification of the invention.

The essence of this invention is the provision of a tag
body portion 2 which may be formed of conventional tag
board, preferably that which has been processed to be
water-resistant. - Tag body 2 is adapted to receive a pen-
cilled or otherwise applied marking for purposes of iden-
tification or to carry such other intelligence as may be
desired. As shown in the drawings the expression “Rose
No. 5” has been employed to indicate that the tag might
be used for identifying a nursery plant and which tag is
normally subjected to considerable weathering, water, dirt
and other deleterious environmental damage which would

" normally destroy a conventional paper tag. Iu the present

case, however, there is provided a transparent flexible
shield or sheet indicated at 3 which is arranged to be
secured in superposed position over the tag body in order
to preserve the marking on the tag body from obliteration
or defacement. Transparent flexible sheet 3 is dimen-
sioned to overlie the tag body approximately coincident to
the marginal edges thereof.

The tag is formed of superposed layers of materials
comprising the tag body 2, a release or backing sheet 4,
and the transparent flexible sheet of clear plastic film
which serves as the shield member 3 and which is pro-
vided with a coating of pressure-sensitive adhesive 5. As
illustrated the sheets of material aforesaid are provided
with an eyelet member 7 to receive a wire or cord to
enable attachment to an article to be tagged. The eyelet
also serves to hold the pieces together as an integral unit.
The tag may take a number of different forms and that
which is shown in the drawings is illustrative only of a
tag embodying the invention.

The backing or release sheet 4 is formed of suitable
sheet material known to the art and is normally held in
adhesive contact with the adhesive coating 5 provided on
the underside of the shield 3. The transparent shield
may be formed of cellophane or other flexible clear plas-
tic film material and, as noted, carries on its underside
a layer of pressure-sensitive adhesive of suitable type.
Sheet 4 is provided with a score or cut line 8 so that it
may be easily disassociated from the tramsparent shield
member 3 as required. The adhesive coating is inter-
rupted as at 9 to enable backing sheet 4 to be stripped
therefrom in convenient fashion, as more particularly il-
lustrated in Fig. 4. Thus the transparent shield with
attached backing sheet may be folded back as illustrated
in Fig. 4 and a fingernail inserted under the sheet to
obtain a purchase upon the backing sheet and thus release
the same from contact with the transparent shield mem--
ber.

The identification matter may be pencilled or otherwise
applied to the tag body and thereafter the transparent
shield member is folded back coincident with the tag
body and the pressure-sensitive adhesive then contacts
the upper surface of the tag body to thus form a perma-
nent seal against weathering, water and other factors
which would otherwise tend to destroy or damage the
legibility of the marking. )

After backing or release sheet 4 has been removed
there remains a portion of the release sheet disposed be-
tween tag body 2 and clear transparent film sheet 3, thus
forming a more rigid or reinforced head portion of the
tag in the area of eyelet 7.

Fig. 6 shows a modification of the invention and where-
in release sheet 4 terminates coincident uncoated strip 9
on the underside of the transparent shield, .
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While ‘the invention has been described in ‘spécific de-

tail by way of example of use and illustration for pur-
poses of clarity of understanding it is to be understood
that various alterations and ‘modifications of use, arrange-
ment and details of construction are ‘contemplated and-as
limited only by the spirit of the invention and scope of
appended claims. :

1 claim:

1. An identification tag compnsmg a tag body. portxon
formed of tag board and-a superposed flexible transparent
sheet of clear plastic film hingedly fixed to szid tag body

“portion ad]acent one .end -thereof, a ‘backing sheet dis--

posed between said clear plastic sheet ‘and said tag body,
said backing sheet provided with a cut transversely there-
of adjacent said -first end of said tag, -a pressure-sensitive
adhesive coating provided on nearly all ‘of the underside
of said clear -plastic sheet and in temporary contact with
said backing sheet, and a narrow transverse strip of said
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‘tatisparént plastic sheét being free of adhesive 4t a point
substantially coincident with the cut line provided in said

backing strip so that the backing strip is free of adhesive
contact with the plastic sheet along the said cut line.

2. An identification tag according to-claim 1 and where-
in the said first end of said identification tag is provided
with reinforcement means compnsmg a portion .of said
backing sheet.
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